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Discovery of the Holy Cross  
October 23, 2016 

 

 Please Join Us in Worship this Sunday 

Morning Service   9:30 am 

Divine Liturgy  10:00 am - Sermon  11:15 

 Մասնակցեցէք Ս.Պատարագին` 

    Առաւօտեան Ժամերգութիւն  9:30 

     Ս. Պատարագ  10:00 - Քարոզ  11:15                  
 

 



Scenes from the First 

Homenetmen Fall Harvest Carnival! 
 
 

   
 

   



    

 
 

 



Armenian Fest 2016 Preparations are Underway!! 
 

  

 



  
 

 



 

Armenian Fest 2016 Preparations Are Ongoing!!! 
 

We need your help!  Please come and join us for a few hours. 
  

Every Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday from 
9 am- 1 pm --- Baking 

 

Choreg, Katah and Kufta may be picked up  
Monday thru Wednesday  

between 10am and 1 pm or after Church on Sundays 
 

 

ARMENIAN FEST 2016 
TO BE ON THE RHODE SHOW!! 

Our own George "Frenchy" Gregorian will be 

appearing on The Rhode Show on Channel 12 

at 9:00 am on Tuesday, October 25, 2016. 

PLEASE TUNE IN IF YOU ARE ABLE! 
 

Attention 
Please consider donating a "Unique Item" such as Tickets for 

Events (such as MLB, NFL, NHL, NBA, Theatre), etc. for our 

“Silent Auction” for our 2016 Armenian Fest.  Your donations 

will help our Church and may qualify as a tax deduction for 

you… 

Please contact the Church Office (831-6399) for further 
information. 

 



 
 

 

 



GOSPEL 
Matthew  24: 27 - 36 

For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. Wherever there is a carcass, there the vultures will gather. 
 

Immediately after the distress of those days “the sun will be darkened, and the moon 
will not give its light;  the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be 
shaken.”  
 

At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of 
the earth will mourn.  They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, 
with power and great glory.  And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and 
they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the 
other. 
 

Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves 
come out, you know that summer is near.  Even so, when you see all these things, you 
know that it is near, right at the door.  I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly 
not pass away until all these things have happened.  Heaven and earth will pass away, 
but my words will never pass away.                                                     
                                                  (On Page 982 in your Bibles) 
 

EPISTLE 
  1 Corinthians 1: 18 - 24 

Christ the Wisdom and Power of God 
 

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God.  For it is written:  “I will destroy the wisdom of 
the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.” 
 

Where is the wise man?  Where is the scholar?  Where is the philosopher of this age?  
Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?   For since in the wisdom of 
God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the 
foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe.  Jews demand miraculous 
signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified:  a stumbling block 
to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those whom God has called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 

 (On Page 1128 in your Bibles) 



REQUIEM  SERVICE 
October 23, 2016 

 

Catherine Vartian Albanese  

 Hovannes and Arousiag Antoyian 

Garabed "Charles" & Charlotte Arakelian, and  
Virginia Bedrosian 

Alla Arsenian 

Donig, Satenig, Paul, Eleanor and Dr. Peter Asadoorian 

Mark Daniel Asadoorian 

George & Mary Avakian, Michetar & Araxie Ohanian, and  
Jiryr Mezdurian  

Siranoush Barsamian 

Nshan, Rosa, Mary and Michael Bedrosian, Vincent Izzo, and 
Muriel, Edward and Paul Hodge 

Arthur Boornazian 

Asadoohi Der Manouelian 

Lucy Hovanesian and Eugenia Stoian 

Takouhy, Mguerdich, Kevork and Nubar Jamjyan, and 
Frank & Louise Cannavale 

Takouhi and Garabed Koosherian 

Maurice Legros 

October 30, 2016 
Anahid Elmasian 

Stanley S. and Ruth Ervanian 

Isahag George Fashjian 

Geraldine Najarian 

Haiganush and Megurdich Tashjian 

Setrag, Vartoohe and Bedros Tatoian 

Orzen and Krikor Topalian 



 
 
 
 

 

CALENDAR  of  EVENTS   
 

Adult Bible Study meets Mondays at 7:00 pm 
 

This Sunday, October 23, 2016 
Elections for the Board of Trustees and NRA Delegates 

10 am to 1 pm 
 

Annual Membership Meeting --- Part 2 
following the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy 

 

To be eligible to vote, your 2016 Membership Dues must be paid. 
 

Friday, October 28, 2016 
Sunday School Students will be making Armenian Cross 

Necklaces as a fundraiser to support  
the Armenian children of Syria    

6-8 pm        Food will be provided  
 

Saturday, October 29, 2016 
AHARI Call for Armenian Artifacts 

at the new offices:  
245 Waterman Street, Suite 204 

Providence, RI 02906 
 

Sunday, October 30, 2016 
Sunday School Family Breakfast 

 
 



 
 

Visit our website for updated Church News 
 

http://www.stsvartanantzchurch.org 
 

 
From the October 13, 2016 edition of Crossroads 

 

20th ANNIVERSARY OF THE PONTIFICATE OF CATHOLICOS 
IS CELEBRATED IN THE NEW YORK METRO AREA 

 

 

 

His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the Holy See of Cilicia, arrived in 
the New York Metropolitan area on Saturday, October 8, and within 
the short span of his visit captured the hearts and minds of the 
faithful Armenian American community. The Catholicos visited the 
Western Prelacy and Canadian Prelacy before journeying to New 

http://www.stsvartanantzchurch.org/


York for the celebration of the 20th anniversary of his 
enthronement by the Eastern Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic 
Church of America. 

 
His Holiness celebrated the Divine Liturgy on Sunday, October 9, at 
Sts. Vartanantz Church in Ridgefield, New Jersey in the presence of 
hundreds of parishioners in attendance and hundreds more 
throughout the world, who were able to view the entire service live 
through the Internet. Nearly all clergy serving in the Eastern 
Prelacy were in attendance as were a number of dignitaries, 
leaders, and benefactors. Serving on the altar were His Eminence 
Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, Prelate of the Eastern Prelacy; 
Archbishop Papken Tcharian, Prelate of Canada; V. Rev. Fr. Sahag 
Yemishian, pastor of Holy Trinity Church, Worcester; and V. Rev. 
Fr. Ghevont Pentezian, pastor of All Saints Church, Glenview, 
Illinois. A combined choir from metro area parishes, under the 
direction of Kevork Hadjian, sang the moving liturgical music with 
warmth and beauty. 

 
The Catholicos delivered a passionate sermon based on the Gospel 
reading of the day—the offering of the poor widow. His Holiness 
emphasized the difference between greed and need and referred 
to the poor widow in the Gospel of Mark, who offered two small 
copper coins. His Holiness echoed the voice of the Lord saying that 
the poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing 
to the treasury, because they contributed out of their abundance, 
but she did out of her poverty and gave all she had to live on. 
 
Under the leadership of His Eminence Archbishop Oshagan, Prelate 
of the Eastern Prelacy, a full day of activity was organized by the 
steering committee to celebrate the Catholicos’ 20th anniversary in 
an appropriate and dignified manner. Immediately after the 
Liturgy, guests made their way to the Marriott in Teaneck, New 
Jersey, where an informal reception took place, followed by a 
celebratory program, and a banquet. 
    
 



 The program that was expertly guided by the Master of 
Ceremonies, Shant Mardirossian, Chairman Emeritus of the Near 
East Foundation, was deeply appreciated by the attentive 
audience. Jack Mardoian, chairman of the Prelacy’s Executive 
Council, welcomed the dignitaries and guests and congratulated His 
Holiness on two decades of distinguished service. 

 
 Ms. Tamar Kanarian, a member of the Board of Trustees of St. 
Stephen’s Church in Watertown, offered a meaningful voice of the 
youth as she explained the impact Aram Vehapar’s pontificate has 
had on her and her peers. Basing her comments on a verse from the 
Book of Proverbs, “Train up a child in the way he should go and 
when he is old, he will not depart from it,” she recalled that her 
grandfather, Archpriest Fr. Torkom Hagopian, first nurtured her 
passion and interest in the Church. Speaking about His Holiness she 
said, “His presence is immense, his words motivating, his work an 
example for all of us.” Speaking fluently in both English and 
Armenian, Tamar received a warm reception and appreciation from 
the audience. 

 
 The main speaker of the afternoon was His Grace Bishop 
Anoushavan Tanielian, Vicar General of the Eastern Prelacy. His 
Grace spoke about the many accomplishments of His Holiness 
during the last twenty years. He spoke about the wisdom and 
selfless service that His Holiness has given the Church and 
community, and said, “today we are here to express our gratitude 
for a life well lived, by word and deed.” Bishop Anoushavan 
described His Holiness as a man of perseverance and principle. He 
praised the advancements made by His Holiness, especially with 
the growth of the Seminary and the many new facilities built in 
Bikfaya, the summer residence of the Catholicosate where the 
Cilician Seminary is located. An orphans’ museum was dedicated 
last year at the residence of Maria Jacobson, the Danish missionary, 
who saved countless orphans of the genocide and cared for them in 
the Birds’ Nest orphanage in Jbeil, Lebanon.  

 
 



 Archbishop Oshagan then took the podium to introduce His 
Holiness as a leader that has excelled in every way and who has 
always showed by example that service is the mission of the 
church. The Prelate said, “The 20 years of His Holiness’ Pontificate 
were filled with sacrifice and service to our people, and he was a 
role model whose example we could follow.”  The Prelate 
described the Catholicos as a “brave and wise shepherd leading our 
Church and people to success.” 
 

 The audience listened intently as His Holiness speaking in both 
English and Armenian captivated everyone with his wisdom in a 
concise and eloquent message. His Holiness emphasized that the 
church is not necessarily a fancy building; it is the people that 
comprise a Church. He asked everyone to remain faithful to the 
teachings of our Church Fathers and participate in the life of the 
church and community. 

Solange Merdinian, in her beautiful mezzo-soprano voice, sang the 
American and Armenian national anthems. Tenor Kevork Hadjian, 
who conducted the combined choir during the morning’s Liturgy, 
offered rousing renditions of three appropriate selections, Haryav 
Christos, Hishestsook i Kisheri, and Haiastan. 
 

The singing of Giligia brought the program portion to a close. The 
banquet began with everyone reciting the Lord’s Prayer in unison, 
followed by Vehapar’s table blessing. 

 
After dinner the MC brought the festivities to an end by thanking 
everyone for sharing this special tribute and invited His Holiness to 
offer the benediction.  

                 
  

 



From the October 20, 2016 edition of Crossroads 
 

TWELVE HOLY TEACHERS OF THE CHURCH 

On Saturday, October 22, the Armenian Church remembers 
the Twelve Holy Teachers (Doctors) of the Church, namely: 
Hierotheus of Athens, Dionysius the Areopagite, Sylvester of 
Rome, Athanasius of Alexandria, Cyril of Jerusalem, Ephrem 
the Syrian, Basil of Caesarea, Gregory of Nyssa, Gregory the 
Theologian, Epiphanius of Cyprus, John Chrysostom, and Cyril 
of Alexandria. 

 

FEAST OF THE DISCOVERY OF THE HOLY CROSS 

 

 

 

This Sunday, October 23, the Armenian Church celebrates the 
Feast of the Discovery of the Holy Cross (Giut Khatchi). 
Empress Helena, mother of Constantine and a devout 
Christian, wanted to visit the Holy Land and explore the sites 



Christ had walked centuries ago. She went to Golgotha 
(Calvary), which had become an obscure and neglected place. 
According to some chronicles, it was an informed Jew named 
Juda who pointed out the location. At her instruction, 
workers excavated the site and three wooden crosses were 
found. Which one was the True Cross? The three crosses were 
successively placed on the body of a youth who had just died. 
When one of the crosses was placed on him, the young man 
came back to life. This was determined to be the True Cross. 
The commemoration of this event takes place on the Sunday 
closest to October 26, and can vary from October 23 to 29. 

 

The cross is a great source of pride for Armenians and they 
have created beautiful works of art using the cross. What 
once was a means of punishment and death became a symbol 
of salvation and victory. 

“After the marvelous vision which the empress had, she began 
to search in Jerusalem for the precious wood of the cross on 
which the Messiah had been crucified. At her awesome 
command the Jews assembled and pointed out to her the 
precious wood of the cross which the Creator of creatures had 
ascended. The discovery of the holy cross in the holy place 
was accompanied by the spread of fragrance and the universe 
was filled with great gifts.” 

(From the Canon for the Discovery of the Holy Cross, 
according to the Liturgical Canons of the Armenian Church) 

 

 
 
 

********************************************************** 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE DO NOT FORGET: 
 

 

SYRIAN ARMENIAN COMMUNITY NEEDS OUR HELP MORE THAN EVER  
 

The crisis in Syria requires our financial assistance.  

 

Please keep this community in your prayers, your hearts, and your 

pocketbooks.    

 

PLEASE DO NOT FORGET OUR ONGOING RELIEF EFFORTS FOR 

THE ARMENIAN COMMUNITY IN SYRIA WHERE CONDITIONS ARE 

BECOMING INCREASINGLY MORE DIFFICULT.  
 

 

THE NEED IS REAL.                 

 

THE NEED IS GREAT. 
.    
 

TO DONATE PLEASE MAY MAIL YOUR DONATION TO: 
 

Armenian Prelacy 

138 E. 39th Street 

New York, NY 10016 
Checks payable to: Armenian Apostolic Church of America 

(Memo: Syrian Armenian Relief) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  
 



 

 
 
 



 

AHARI SECURES A NEW HOME 
  

The Armenian Historical Association of Rhode Island (AHARI) 

has moved to new headquarters at 245 Waterman Street, 

Suite 204, Providence, RI 02906. 

 The new suite of offices includes an exhibit gallery. 

  

This is an official Call For Armenian Artifacts at the new offices (see 

address listed above) on the following dates and times: 

  

Saturday, October 29th 

10:00AM - 2:00PM 

  

AHARI members will have available Gift Forms for donors to 

complete.  AHARI is a 501c non-profit organization, therefore all 

donations are tax deductible. 

  

Share your family's past historical and cultural artifacts thru 

AHARI 

and help perpetuate Armenia's glorious past. 

 





 

ARS Youth Connect Program to 
be Held at MIT on Nov. 5 

 

“There are only two lasting bequests we can hope to give our 
children. One of these is roots, the other wings.” 

WATERTOWN, Mass.—Encouraged by the tremendous success of 
its annual ARS Youth Connect Program (YCP) held at NYU in 
March, the ARS of Eastern USA, Board of Regional Directors 
launches a second installment of the program this year in Boston. 

The program, featuring workshops and discussions, will be held on 
Nov. 5, at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT). It is co-
sponsored by the MIT Armenian Society. 

The program, titled “Roots and Wings,” features lectures on 
investigative journalism and Armenian identity, and workshops on 
Armenian genealogy and Armenian folk dance. Speakers and 
workshop eladers include by three-time Pulitzer Prize-winning 
investigative reporter Steve Kurkjian, Armenian demography 
workshop leader George Aghjayan, and folk dance workshop 
leader Taleen Mardirossian. The program also features a 
discussion with Dr. Khatchig Mouradian, director of the ARS Youth 
Connect Program. 

The full-day program begins at 9 a.m. at MIT’s building 3, room 270 
(See campus map:https://whereis.mit.edu/). 
Registration is required. A $20 registration fee includes breakfast, 
lunch, and dinner/social event. To register, 
visit https://goo.gl/forms/8JGYd6HxMfQsE0QJ3 and pay 
through www.arseastusa.org/donate choosing the Youth Connect 
Program tab. The program is available to any Armenian college 
students between the ages of 18 and 25 years old. 

https://whereis.mit.edu/
https://goo.gl/forms/8JGYd6HxMfQsE0QJ3
http://armenianweekly.com/2016/10/10/ars-youth-connect-program-to-be-held-at-mit-on-nov-5/www.arseastusa.org/donate


Stephen Kurkjian is a three-time Pulitzer Prize-winning investigative reporter 
(retired) for the Boston Globe and the son of a survivor of the Armenian 
Genocide. He is a graduate of Boston Latin School, Boston University, and 
Suffolk University Law School. He joined the Boston Globe in 1968 and 
during his nearly 40 years there he rose from staff reporter, to founding 
member and later chief of its investigative Spotlight Team and chief of its 
Washington Bureau. Before his retirement in 2007, he shared in three 
Pulitzer Prizes awarded to the Spotlight Team.  

 
Stephen Kurkjian 

 

George Aghjayan’s primary area of focus is the demographics of Western 
Armenia. He is the author of numerous articles and book chapters on 
demographics of historic Armenian villages and towns. He is also a frequent 
contributor to the Armenian Weekly and Houshamadyan.org. He resides in 
Westminster, Mass. with his wife. 
  

 
George Aghjayan 

http://armenianweekly.com/2016/10/10/ars-youth-connect-program-to-be-held-at-mit-on-nov-5/sk/
http://armenianweekly.com/2016/10/10/ars-youth-connect-program-to-be-held-at-mit-on-nov-5/14627925_10157449655955386_1915835425_n/


Taleen Mardirossian is an attorney from Los Angeles, currently pursuing an 
MFA in creative writing at Columbia University. A descendant of Sassoun, 
the land of those whose dances exude the kind of passion that could move 
mountains, she is a proud inheritor of yarkhushta and msho khr. 

 

 
Taleen Mardirossian 

 

Dr. Khatchig Mouradian is the Henry S. Khanzadian Kazan Visiting 
Professor at CSU Fresno (Fall 2016 Semester), and a visiting scholar at the 
Center for the Study of Genocide and Human Rights (CGHR) at Rutgers 
University, where he also serves as the coordinator of the Armenian 
Genocide Program. 

 
Dr. Khatchig Mouradian 

http://armenianweekly.com/2016/10/10/ars-youth-connect-program-to-be-held-at-mit-on-nov-5/tm/

