
                                                     Sts. Vartanantz Church 

        WEEKLY BULLETIN 
     Archpriest Father Gomidas Baghsarian 
     402 Broadway, Providence, RI 02909                          Office: 831-6399          Fax: 351-4418 
     Email: info@stsvartanantzchurch.org                        Website: stsvartanantzchurch.org 

 

Sunday, February 23, 2014 
 

 Please Join Us in Worship this Sunday 

Morning Service   9:30 am 

Divine Liturgy  10:00 am - Sermon  11:15 

 Մասնակցեցէք Ս.Պատարագին` 

   Առաւօտեան Ժամերգութիւն  9:30 

     Ս. Պատարագ  10:00 - Քարոզ  11:15                  
 

 



 
 

 
GOSPEL 

 John  7: 37-52 

 Is Jesus the Christ?  
 

On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “If anyone 

is thirsty, let him come to me and drink.  Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has 

said, streams of water will flow from within him.” By this he meant the Spirit, whom those 

who believed in him were later to receive.  Up to that time the Spirit had not yet been 

given, Since Jesus had not yet been glorified. 
 

On hearing his words, some of the people said, “Surely this man is the Prophet.”  Others 

said, “He is the Christ.”  Still others asked, “How can Christ come from Galilee?  Does not 

the Scripture say that the Christ will come from David’s family and from Bethlehem, the 



town where David lived?”  Thus the people were divided because of Jesus.  Some wanted 

to seize him, but no one laid a hand on him. 
 

Finally the temple guards went back to the chief priests and Pharisees, who asked them, 

“Why didn’t you bring him in?”  “No one ever spoke the way this man does,” the guards 

declared.  “You mean that he deceived you also?” the Pharisees retorted.  “Has any of the 

rulers or the Pharisees believed in him?  No!  But this mob that knows nothing of the law - 

there is a curse on them.” Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus earlier and who was one of 

their own number, asked, “Does our law condemn anyone without first hearing him to 

find out what he is doing?”  They replied, “Are you from Galilee, too.  Look into it, and 

you will find that a prophet does not come out of Galilee.”                                                             
          (On Page 1058 in your Bibles) 
 

EPISTLE 

Titus 1: 1-11 
 

Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ for the faith of God’s elect and the 

knowledge of the truth that leads to godliness - a faith and knowledge of resting on the 

hope of eternal life, which God, who does not lie, promised before the beginning of time, 

and at his appointed season he brought his word to light through the preaching entrusted 

to me by the command of God our Savior, To Titus, my true son in our common faith: 

Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior. 
 

The reason I left you in Crete was that you might straighten out what was left unfinished 

and appoint elders in every town, as I directed you.  An elder must be blameless, the 

husband of but one wife, a man whose children believe and are not open to the charge of 

being wild and disobedient.  Since an overseer is entrusted with God’s work, he must be 

blameless - not overbearing, not quick-tempered, not given to drunkenness, not violent, 

not pursuing dishonest gain.  Rather he must be hospitable, one who loves what is good, 

who is self-controlled, upright, holy and disciplined.  He must hold firmly to the 

trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage others by sound 

doctrine and refute those who oppose it. For there are many rebellious people, mere 

talkers and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision group.  They must be silenced, 

because they are ruining whole households by teaching things they ought not to teach - 

and that for the sake of dishonest gain.                                      (On Page 1181 in your Bibles) 
 

 

 

 

Altar Candles are donated  
in Loving Memory of 

Harry Derderian 
by Shirley Derderian and  Family 

 



 
 

Altar Flowers are donated  
in Loving Memory of 

Martha Aramian 
by the Hamazakayin Cultural Association 

 

 
 

The Floral Bouquet is donated in Loving Memory of 
Martha Aramian 

by Cheryl and Dianne Apkarian  

 

 
REQUIEM  SERVICE 

February 23, 2014 
 

Deceased Clergy of the Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church 
Martha Aramian --- Fortieth Day Remembrance 

 

Antranig "Tony" Giragosian --- Fortieth Day Remembrance 
 

Benefactors and Deceased Members of the  
ARS “Arax” and “Ani” Chapters 

 

Lulu and Albert Abbey 
Nancy Akalarian 

 

Nazenik Akalarian 
 

Guy and Sarah Asadorian 
 

Harry Barsoian 
 

Krikor, Mariam, Vartanoush, Bedros and Mariam Bedrosian 
 

Harry Derderian 
 

Kevork Hajaian 
 



John H. Harootunian 
 

Kerop Jabagjorian 
 

Semon Johnson 
 

Malina Kevorkian and Elizabeth Birkner 
 

Vartan, Margaret and Giovanna Marabian, and Lillian Kuzirian 
 

Suzane Najarian  
 

Boghos Paul Sahagian 
 

Kaloust and Takouhi Terzian 
Rose Zorabedian 

 

Sara and Ralph Zorabedian 

 
REQUIEM  SERVICE 

March 2, 2014 
 

Peter Simonian --- First Year Anniversary 

 

Baghdasar, Souren, Boghos, Siranoosh, Minas and Elmas 
Arzoomanian, and Anna Nahabedian 

 

Hagopos, Ovsanna and Dr. Kegham and Shavarsh Nartouni Ayvasian,  
Arsen and Mariam Babikyan and Aghavni Derderian  

 

Artacky Berberian 

 

Minas and Margaret Dayian 

 

Helen Fashjian 

 

Satenig and John Hovhannes Garabedian 

 

Rev. Fr. Vartan Kassabian 

 

Dikranouhi and Krikor Krikorian 

 

Mariam and Yervant Manoogian 

 

Haig Markarian, Sr 

 

Aroussiag Minassian 

 

Parsegh and Nartig Mooradian  and Melkon "Mal" Norigian 

 



Moushegh “Joe” Najarian 

 

Gulizar Sarkisian 

 

Yeranuhi and Harpet Sarkisian 

 

Mugurdich Shaljian 

 

Kazar, Almas, and Vencenza Simonian and Zartar Atamian 

 

Hrayr, Rouben, Vehanush, Stepan, Antranig and Vartan Stepanyan 

 

Karapet Tashian 

 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

Adult Bible Study will not meet this Monday [2-23-14]  
 
 

 

Parishioners, Please Support Your Church 
 

Annual Membership Forms and Stewardship Envelope Books for 

2014 are now available from the Office.  Please obtain and remit 

yours as soon as possible. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Coffee Hour/Fellowship 
is hosted by 

ARS "Ani" and "Arax" Chapters 
in memory of their  

Benefactors and Deceased Members 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Thursday, February 27, 2014 
Vartanantz Day Commemoration               

in our Sanctuary     7 pm 
Followed by a Colation 

sponsored by the Knights of Vartan "Arax" Lodge  
and the Daughters of Vartan "Aik Otyag" 

Sunday, March 2, 2014 
His Eminence, Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, Prelate of the 
Eastern Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church,  will 
celebrate the Divine Liturgy. A Vartanantz Celebration Dinner 
hosted by our Ladies' Guild will follow. 
 

Wednesday, March 5, 2014 
Our Youth Fellowship will host the Lenten Dinner  6 pm 

Followed by Lenten Vespers at 7:15 pm 

 
 
 

Visit our website for updated Church news 
http://www.stsvartanantzchurch.org 

 

 
From the February 20th issue of Crossroads 

ST. SAHAG BARTEV 
This Saturday, February 22, the Armenian Church commemorates the Catholicos Sahag 
(Isaac) Bartev, a strong and great leader who is recognized as one of the greatest saints of 
the Armenian Church. 
He was the son of St. Nerses the Great and a descendant of St. Gregory the Illuminator. 
Orphaned at an early age, he nevertheless received an excellent literary education in 
Constantinople, especially in eastern languages. He was the one who encouraged and 
supported Mesrob Mashdots in the creation of the Armenian alphabet. Soon after this great 
event Catholicos Sahag began the first translation of the Holy Bible and he led and guided 

http://www.stsvartanantzchurch.org/


the vast body of works that were translated into Armenian, thus creating Armenia’s 
“Golden Age of Literature.” He was an ardent believer in education and ecclesiastical 
discipline and canon law. He is recognized as the person who kept Armenia ecclesiastically 
and nationally autonomous. 
St. Sahag lived to an advanced age (some sources say 110 years); however, the exact date of 
his death is not known. With the death of Catholicos Sahag Bartev the line of St. Gregory 
the Illuminator came to an end. 
 

STS. GHEVONT AND PRIESTS 
This Tuesday, February 23, the Armenian Church commemorates the Feast of the Holy 
Ghevontian (Leontine) priests. After the battle of Vartanantz, a group of priests and 
deacons was abducted by the Persian king and imprisoned, tortured and martyred. 
Ghevont is revered as the leader of the group because he was an advisor to Vartan 
Mamigonian, and he delivered an inspiring message on the eve of the battle at Avarayr. 
Ghevont, who was highly educated, assisted Saints Sahag and Mesrob in translating the 
Bible into Armenian. 

 
**************************************************** 

 
PRELACY PUBLICATIONS  

 

The Prelacy recently published Archbishop Zareh Aznavorian’s monumental 
“Commentary on the Nicene Creed” in a bilingual English and Armenian edition. Copies 
of this beautiful edition are available for purchase from the Church Office.  Cost is $15 per 
copy.   
 

Also available are copies of the newly published "Historical Atlas of Armenia".  Cost of the 
Atlas is $40 per copy.  This bilingual atlas is truly a "new atlas for a new generation" and 
has been published on the 500th anniversary of Armenian printing, with the sponsorship of 
the Hagopian family of Providence and in memory of Yervant and Serpouhi Hagopian.   
 

Either or both of these publications would make excellent addition to anyone’s library. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Winter and Inclement Weather is upon us! 
 

Please remember to check for our cancellations. 
They will be listed on all local radio and  
television stations and their web sites. 

 

 

 



Please keep us up-to-date  
with your contact information! 

 

Please call the Church Office at 831-6399 to reserve a specific 
Sunday in memory of a loved one or in celebration of a special 
occasion for the Sunday Fellowship following Church Services. 
 
 

Due to Federal Privacy Laws, hospitals no longer provide Der 
Hayr with a Patient Religion List.  We ask that you notify the 
Church Secretary (401-831-6399) of family members and 
parishioners who are ill and/or hospitalized so that Der Hayr 
may call or make a visitation. 
 
 

Please contact the Church Office at 831-6399 with any 
address/telephone changes. 
 
 

************************************************************************** 
 

Scholarship News  
 

ARS Eastern USA’S Undergraduate and Lazarian Graduate 2014 Scholarship: 
Contact www.arseastusa.org.  for more info. 
 

Providence ARS ‘Ani’ Chapter Undergraduate Scholarships:  
Contact  Karen Pilla – 274-1033 or email KPIilla1015@gmail.com 
 

Vaughn Avedisian Memorial Scholarship: Contact John Takian at 

johnt@blissproperties.net 
 

Scholarship Committee of Sts. Sahag & Mesrob Armenian Church --- Charles 
Yaghoobian, Jr. Scholarship Grants. Applicants must be dues paying members of 

their church. Scholarships are limited for up to 3 years only. Contact: Nathalie Yaghoobian, 
353-2488.  
 

Deadline to submit completed applications for all of the above is April 1, 2014. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.arseastusa.org/
mailto:KPIilla1015@gmail.com
mailto:johnt@blissproperties.net


 

Ladies' Guild 
of 

Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Apostolic  Church 
Providence, Rhode Island  

 

proudly presents its  
 

Annual Vartanantz Celebration Dinner 

and Program by the Mourad Armenian School Students 
under the auspices of 

His Eminence, Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan 
 

 

Sunday, March 2, 2014 
 

immediately following the Divine Liturgy in Aramian Auditorium 
 

Our Honorees are:  
Peter Bedrosian, Seta Tarbinian, and Marlene Vichabian 

 

 

Seating is limited to 130 people 
 

For Reservations, please call Joyce Bagdasarian  
at 401-434-4467  by February 26th 

 

 

Advance Tickets: Adults - $15       Children 12 & under - $7 
 

Tickets Purchased @ Door: Adults - $20    Children 12 & under - $10  

Menu 
Armenian-Style Chicken and Pilaf Dinner 

 

 
 

 
 



Sts. Vartanantz Church 
  

LENTEN FISH DINNER 

sponsored by our Young Adults 

 

  

 Wednesday, March 5, 2014 

  

Fermanian Fellowship Hall 

  

Dinner served at 6:00 pm 

Followed by our Lenten Vesper Service  

at 7:15 pm 
  

Adults: $12         Children under 10: $7 
   

PLEASE JOIN US 



THIS WEEK IN ARMENIAN HISTORY 

(Prepared by the Armenian National Education Committee[ANEC]) 

 

Death of Missak Manouchian (February 21, 1944) 
 

French Armenian filmmaker Robert Guédiguian’s movie, “The Army of Crime,” which 
Richard Brody praised in The New Yorker (2010) as “vigorously heroic yet mournful 
Second World War drama,” reconstructed the deeds and the downfall of a group of foreign 
members of the French Resistance led by Armenian poet and activist Missak Manouchian 
(Manoushian). 
 

 

Manouchian was born on September 1, 1906, in Adiyaman (vilayet of Mamuret-ul-Aziz). He 
survived the Armenian Genocide, harbored by a Kurdish family. His brother Karabet also 
survived the Genocide. Both orphaned siblings were accepted at an orphanage in Syria. 
They finally made their way to Marseilles in 1925. 
 

The brothers moved to Paris, where Karabet Manouchian died in 1927. Missak had taken a 
job at a plant of the automobile company Citroën and joined a member of the General 
Confederation of Labour, a national association of trade unions that was the first of the 
major French confederations. He lost his job in the early 1930s, at the time of the Great 
Depression. He joined the Communist Party in 1934 and became secretary of the 
Committee of Assistance to Armenia (Hayastani Oknutian Gomide or HOG) the next year 
and editor of its weekly Zanku. In one of the meetings of the Committee, he met his future 
wife Melinée Assadourian (1913-1989). 
 

Manouchian was a poet who founded two left-leaning literary magazines, Chank and 
Mshaguyt, with a fellow Communist friend and poet, Sema (Kegham Atmadjian). Besides 
their own poetry, they published articles on French literature and Armenian literature. 
 

At the beginning of World War II, the young poet was evacuated from Paris as a foreigner. 
He returned after the defeat to Germany in June 1940 and was briefly arrested by the 
German authorities of occupation in June 1941, when the invasion of the Soviet Union 
began, but released a few weeks later by the efforts of his wife. 
 

After becoming the political head of the Armenian section of the underground MOI 
(Immigrant Workforce Movement), the branch of foreign members of the Communist 
Party, from 1941-1943, Manouchian transferred in February 1943 to the FTP-MOI, a group 
of gunmen and saboteurs attached to the MOI in Paris. The group carried out almost thirty 
successful attacks on German interests from August to November 1943. 
 

The Special Brigade No. 2 of the General Intelligence, a collaborationist French police 
force, undertook a large operation against resistance activists, which eventually led to the 
complete dismantling of the FTP-MOI network in Paris. A total of 68 persons were 
arrested, including Manouchian on the morning of November 16, 1943, in Évry Petit-
Bourg. His wife managed to escape and survive the war. 
Manouchian and the others were tortured to gain information, and eventually handed over 
to the Germans. The inner circle of twenty-three people (eleven Jewish, five Italians, three 
French, two Armenians, one Spaniard, and one Polish) was given a 1944 show trial for 
propaganda purposes before execution. Twenty-two men were shot on February 21, 1944, at 



Fort Mont-Valérien, near Paris. The only woman of the group was beheaded in the prison 
at Stuttgart (Germany) three months later. After the liberation, Manouchian would be 
posthumously awarded the highest order of the Legion of Honor. 
 

In the wake of the execution, the Germans printed 15,000 propaganda posters on red 
background paper. The red posters (Affiche Rouge) bore photos of ten of the dead. The 
center photo of Manouchian had the following inscription: “Armenian gang leader, 56 
bombings, 150 dead, 600 wounded.” The poster was intended to portray the Resistance as 
murderous foreigners who were a danger to law-abiding citizens. But people marked the 
red posters with "Morts pour la France!" (They died for France). Pasted on walls all over 
Paris, the posters became emblems of martyrdom by freedom fighters, and contributed to 
popular support for the Resistance. 
 

The last letter of Manouchian to his wife stated: “I joined the Army of Liberation as a 
volunteer, and I die within inches of Victory and the final goal. Happy will be all those who 
will survive and taste the sweetness of Freedom and Peace of tomorrow. I'm sure that the 
French people and all the freedom combatants will know how to honor our memory with 
dignity. . . . With the help of friends who would like to honor me, you shall publish my 
poems and writings that are worth being read. You shall take my memories, if possible, to 
my relatives in Armenia.” 
 

A commemorative plaque and a fresco remember the Manouchian group in Paris, as well 
as a park and a memorial in Évry Petit-Bourg. A street bears Manouchian’s name in 
Yerevan. 
 

 


