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Palm  Sunday 
Sunday, March 29, 2015 

 

 Please Join Us in Worship this Sunday 

Morning Service   9:30 am 

Divine Liturgy  10:00 am - Sermon  11:15 

 Մասնակցեցէք Ս.Պատարագին` 

    Առաւօտեան Ժամերգութիւն  9:30 

     Ս. Պատարագ  10:00 - Քարոզ  11:15                  
 

 



Readings during Lenten Vespers  
Recently Done by Our Mourad Armenian School Students 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 



Readings during Lenten Vespers  
Recently Done by Our Sunday School Students 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 



 
 

The Annual Tri-Church Dinner and Fellowship was held this past 

Thursday Evening in our Fermanian Fellowship Hall.  Our Clergy – Der 

Gomidas, Der Shnork, Der Kapriel and Badveli Dr. Ara along with 

members of the respective Board of Trustees / Parish Council, our NRA 

Delegates, and their spouses enjoyed a delicious Lenten meal prepared 

by Mrs. Seta Tarbinian, Mrs. Marlen Vichabian and their helpers.  It 

was a wonderful evening of fellowship. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Mr. Hagop Khatchadourian, Chairman – Board of Trustees of Sts. Vartanantz Church 
Mrs. Gail Bilizerian, Chairwoman - Board of Trustees of Armenian Evangelical Church 

Mr. John Kazarian, Chairman – Parish Council of Sts. Sahag and Mesrob Church 

 
 
 
 



 
 

Sts. Vartanantz Church 
Welcomes 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 David Ayriyan 
son of Levon and Elena (Sorokina) Ayriyan 

 

Baptized March 14, 2015 

 

Godparents: Artur Ayriyan and Valentina Sorokina 
 
 

May God bless you, David 
and may God keep you in His care always. 

 
 



 

Ø²îÂ¾àê 

21:1 
 

ºñµ ºñáõë³Õ¿ÙÇ Ùûï»ó³Ý »õ Ñ³ë³Ý ´»Ã÷³·¿,  ÒÇÃ»Ý»³ó É»ñ³Ý ÏáÕÇó, ÚÇëáõë Çñ 

³ß³Ï»ñïÝ»ñ¿Ý »ñÏáõùÁ ÕñÏ»óª ³ÝáÝó å³ïáõÇñ»Éáí. ¦¶³ó¿ù ë³ ¹ÇÙ³óÇ ·ÇõÕÁ »õ 

³ÝÙÇç³å¿ë ÑáÝ Ï³åáõ³Í ¿ß ÙÁ åÇïÇ ·ïÝ¿ù ÇÝ ³õ³ÝÇÏÇÝ Ñ»ï. ù³Ï»ó¿ù »õ ÇÝÍÇ µ»ñ¿ù: 

ºÃ¿ Ù¿ÏÁ ³é³ñÏ¿, Áë¿ù. ¦î¿ñÁ ³ÝáÝó å¿ïù áõÝÇ§, »õ ³ÝÙÇç³å¿ë ÃáÛÉ åÇïÇ ï³Û 

Ó»½Ç§: ²ëÇÏ³ å³ï³Ñ»ó³õ, áñå¿ë½Ç Çñ³Ï³Ý³Ý³Û Ù³ñ·³ñ¿ÇÝ ËûëùÁ. ¦ºñáõë³Õ¿ÙÇ 

Áë¿ù. ²Ñ³ ùáõ Ã³·³õáñ¹ ù»½Ç Ïáõ ·³Û. ²ÝÇÏ³ Ñ»½ ¿, Ýëï³Í Çßáõ ÙÁ ³õ³Ý³ÏÇÝ íñ³Û§: 
 

²ß³Ï»ñïÝ»ñÁ ·³óÇÝ »õ Ï³ï³ñ»óÇÝ ÇÝã áñ ÚÇëáõë å³ïáõÇñ»ó Çñ»Ýó: ´»ñÇÝ ¿ßÝ áõ 

³õ³Ý³ÏÁ »õ Çñ»Ýó Ñ³·áõëïÝ»ñÁ ³ÝáÝó íñ³Û ¹ñÇÝ: ²å³ ÚÇëáõë Ýëï³õ ³õ³Ý³ÏÇÝ íñ³Û: 

ÄáÕáíáõÝ¹¿Ý ß³ï»ñ Çñ»Ýó Ñ³·áõëïÝ»ñÁ Ïñ ÷é¿ÇÝ ×³ÙµáõÝ íñ³Û, áõñÇßÝ»ñ Í³é»ñ¿Ý 

áëï»ñ ÏÁ Ïïñ¿ÇÝ  »õ ï³ñ³Í¿ÇÝ ×³ÙµáõÝ  íñ³Û: ºõ  ³ÙµáÕç µ³½ÙáõÃÇõÝÁ, áñ Ã³÷ûñÇÝ 

Ù¿ç ÚÇëáõëÇ ³éç»õ¿Ý  Ïª»ñÃ³ñ Ï³Ù ÏÁ Ñ»ï»õ¿ñ Çñ»Ý, Ïª³Õ³Õ³Ï¿ñ. 

¦úñÑÝáõÃÇõÝ ¸³õÇÃÇ áñ¹ÇÇÝ, 

ûñÑÝ»³É ¿ ³Ý áñ Ïáõ ·³Û  îÇñáç ³ÝáõÝáí: 

úñÑÝáõÃÇõÝ  ´³ñÓ»³ÉÇÝ§: 

 

 

GOSPEL 
Matthew 21: 1-17 
The Triumphal Entry  

 
As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus 

sent  two disciples, saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will 
find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her.  Untie them and bring them to me.  If anyone 
says anything to you,  tell him that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right 
away.” 
 

This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 
 “Say to the Daughter of Zion,‘See, your king comes to you, 
 gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’” 
The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them.  They brought the donkey and 
the colt, placed their cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on them.  A very large crowd spread 
their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the 
road.  The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted,  

 “Hosanna to the Son of David!, Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!,  
Hosanna in the highest!” 

When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?”  The 
crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.” 



Jesus at the Temple  
Jesus entered the temple area and drove out all who were buying and selling there. He 
overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling doves. “It is 
written,” he said to them, “My house will be called a house of prayer, but you are making it 
a ‘den of robbers.’”  The blind and the lame came to him at the temple, and he healed 
them.  But when the chief priests and the teachers of the law saw the wonderful things he 
did and the children shouting in the temple area, “Hosanna to the Son of David,”  they 
were indignant. “Do you hear what these children are saying?” they asked him “Yes,” 
replied Jesus, “have you never read “‘From the lips of children and infants you have 
ordained praise?’”  And he left them and went out of the city to Bethany, where he spent 
the night.                                        (On Page 977 in your Bible) 

 

EPISTLE 
Philippians 4:4 - 7 

 
Rejoice in the Lord always.  I will say it again: Rejoice!  Let your gentleness be evident to 
all.  The Lord is near.  Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.                                      
                                                                                  (On Page 1163 in your Bible) 

 

 
 

Altar Candles are donated  
in Loving Memory of 

the Bogoian, Navoian and Haroian Families 
by 

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Fellabaum 

 

 

 

Palms are donated  
in Loving Memory of 

Peter Mantaian and 1st Lt. Charles Yaghoobian 
by 

Mrs. Martha Mantaian and Family 

 

 

 



 

Trunpatzek  --- Opening of the Gates 
Godfather of the Opening of the Curtain 

is  
Vartges Engustian 

 

 
REQUIEM  SERVICE 

March 29, 2015 
 

Anna Basmajian --- Fortieth Day Remembrance 
 

Rose Marabian --- First YearAnniversary 
 

Meron Arevian 
 

Sarkis Chapian 
 

Avedis and Zabel Demoorjian and Sarkis and Anneg Kopoian   
 

Yeghsapert, Easaya and Garabed Kenoian, Sally and John Costigan, 
and Albert Vincent Reizian   

Stephan Khatchadourian 
 

Hagop and Arshalous Madoian 
 

Peter Mantaian 
 

Vartoohe and Babig Marabian, and Gulizar Ayrasian 
 

Navoian, Bogoian and Haroian Families 
 

Mary Papazian 
 

Harabed and Margaret Saropian 
 

Hagop. Diramayr Anna, Dickran, Naima and Jannette Tashjian, Ki 
Diarbi, George Simonian, Ghazaleh and Sami Azrak 

 
April 5, 2015 

No Requiem Service -- Easter Sunday 



Bahotz Kufta will be available for purchase on Sunday 
following the conclusion of the Badarak 

 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS   

 

Adult Bible Study meets Monday Evenings at 7 pm  
Please join us. 

 

Now thru April 3rd 
The ARS is sponsoring an Easter Food Drive 

Please leave your non-perishable food items in the totes 
 located in the stairway outside the Lower Hall  

 

Maundy Thursday, April 2, 2015 
Washing of the Disciples’ Feet         7 pm 
Betrayal of Jesus [Khavaroom]         8 pm 

 

Good Friday, April 3, 2015 
Commemoration of Christ’s Burial    7 pm 

 

Holy Saturday, April 4, 2015 
Holy Communion for the Students of our Sunday School  

and the Mourad Armenian School      10 am 
Adults are also invited 

********************* 
   Evening Service                    7      pm 
                Divine Liturgy                      7:30 pm 

 

 



Easter Sunday, April 5, 2015 
Providence Homenetmen Chapter will sponsor a Easter Dinner 

Aramian Auditorium following the Divine Liturgy 
RSVP by March 31st to Talene Taraksian [401-230-0021] 

 

Wednesday, April 8, 2015 
Centennial Commemoration of the Armenian Genocide by the  

RI General Assembly  3 pm  State Room  RI State House Chambers 

 

Sunday, April 12, 2015 
Martyrs' Commemorative Concert " A Tribute to Survival" 

Park Theater, Cranston     3 pm 

 

Friday, April 17, 2015 
Armenian Genocide Centennial March and Cultural Commemoration 

6-9-pm   Thayer Street 
 

Sunday, April 19, 2015 
ARS Blood Drive     Chapel Room    10 am -- 2 pm 

 
"We Survived" stories of Survival from the Armenian Genocide 

URI Feinstein-Providence Campus     3pm 

 

Thursday, April 23, 2015 
WGBH [channel 2] presents  “The Armenian Genocide” at 9 pm 

 

“This insightful film tells how and why these tragic events unfolded.  
It also delves into the reasons behind the Turkish government’s 
ongoing denial of genocide.” 

 

Visit our website for updated Church news 
http://www.stsvartanantzchurch.org 

http://www.stsvartanantzchurch.org/


 

Please visit the Armenian Martyrs’ Committee of RI’s website for 
ongoing information regarding the Centennial Commemorations 

http://www.ammri.org 

 
 
 
 

 

 
ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF REMEMBRANCE 

 

This year Armenians worldwide are commemorating the 100th anniversary of the Armenian 
Genocide that many believed to be the death-knell of the Armenian people. The narrative of 
the resilience of the Armenian people, the strength of the survivors through their faithfulness 
to their Lord is truly a miraculous story. 

 

NEW YORK METRO AREA EVENTS  
ORGANIZED BY CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE 

 

Divine Liturgy, Friday, April 24, 10 am 
Saint Vartan’s Cathedral 

630 Second Avenue, New York City 
 

Saint Illuminator’s Cathedral 
221 East 27th Street, New York City

Friday, April 24—March to Demand Justice, 12 noon 
 

Immediately after the Divine Liturgy there will be a march from St. Vartan and St. Illuminator 
Cathedrals to the Turkish Embassy organized by the ARF-ADL. 
 

The Providence Community has filled 10 buses for the
 

100
th

 ANNIVERSARY of the 1915 ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 

COMMEMORATION in NEW YORK CITY on April 26th 

Specific information regarding the trip will be forthcoming to those who are registered 

 
Sunday, April 26—Divine Liturgy, Saint Vartan’s Cathedral 10am 

 

The Divine Liturgy will be celebrated by His Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate of the 
Armenian Church of America; the sermon will be delivered by His Eminence Archbishop Oshagan 
Choloyan, Prelate of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America. Please note: Divine Liturgy will not 
be celebrated in local parishes of the Eastern Diocese and Eastern Prelacy on Sunday, April 26. 

 

http://www.ammri.org/


Sunday, April 26, 2015—Gathering at Times Square 
Immediately after the Liturgy, the faithful will walk in a procession from Second Avenue and 34th 
Street to Times Square to participate in a rally/gathering at the crossroads of the world. Buses are 
expected from throughout the East Coast and Midwest making this the largest gathering ever of 
Armenian Americans. 

 

******************************************* 
ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF REMEMBRANCE: 

NATIONAL EVENTS IN WASHINGTON 
 

The national observance in the United States includes special events that will take place over 
a three-day period (May 7, 8, 9) in Washington, DC, that includes an ecumenical prayer 
service, a Pontifical Divine Liturgy, a memorial concert, and an awards banquet honoring 
those who helped the survivors. The Catholicoi, His Holiness Karekin II, Catholicos of All 
Armenians, and His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia, will be present 
to preside over the events. Armenians from all over the United States are expected to 
participate in solidarity and unity. 
 

Events in Washington, DC 
 

Thursday, May 7, 2015—Ecumenical Service, 7 pm 
 

Ecumenical Service will take place at the National Cathedral, 3101 Wisconsin Avenue, NW. Presided 
by His Holiness Karekin II, Catholicos of All Armenians, and His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the 
Holy See of Cilicia. President of Armenia, Serge Sarkisian, will attend as will many dignitaries and 
diplomats. Performances by soprano Isabel Bayrakdarian and Hover Chamber Choir. Very limited 
seating and ID is needed. Tickets (non-transferable and color-coded for seating blocks) are free but 
required for entry. Contact your local parish and register your name for tickets. 

Friday, May 8, 2015—Concert of Armenian Music at 8 pm 
 

“A Journey through 100 Years, “ a concert of Armenian music at the Music Center at Strathmore, 
10701 Rockville Pike North, Bethesda, Maryland. Artists participating include sopranos Hasmik 
Papian and Isabel Bayrakdarian, violinists Ida Kavafian and Levon Chilingirian, cellist Alexander 
Chaushian, clarinetist Narek Arutyunian, Hover Chamber Choir, Armenian National Philharmonic 
Orchestra, directed by Edward Topchian. For tickets ($40 to $125) go to www.strathmore.org. 
 

Saturday, May 9, 2015—Divine Liturgy at 10 am 
 

Divine Liturgy will be celebrated at the Basilica of the Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, 400 
Michigan Avenue NE, Washington, DC, on the campus of Catholic University, at 10 am. His Holiness 
Karekin II will celebrate the Divine Liturgy and His Holiness Aram I will deliver the sermon.  Armenian 
choirs from across the country will participate under the direction of Maestro Khoren Mekanejian. 
 

Saturday, May 9, 2015—Reception and Banquet, 6 pm 
 

Reception and Banquet at the Marriott Marquis Hotel at 6 pm. Institutions and individuals who helped 
Armenians will be honored, with remembrance of all those experiencing genocide and human rights 
abuses. Mark Geragos, emcee; keynote speakers to be announced; Zulal, a cappella choir, will 
perform. Tickets are $120 per person. Checks should be payable to Armenian Commemoration 
Centennial, and mailed to NCAGC, 4125 Fessenden Street, NW, Washington, DC 20016. 
 

Those planning to attend the WASHINGTON EVENTS should make their hotel reservations and 
ticket purchases immediately; also, each person is to notify the Church Office of their  
planned attendance.

http://www.strathmore.org/


  

Please contact the Church Office [401-831-6399] as soon as possible if you are 
planning to attend any of the commemorative events in Washington DC.  We 
need to forward your name to the Prelacy as only those with appropriate passes 
will be allowed to attend the events. 

 
Learn more about the national observance in Washington 

http://www.armeniangenocidecentennial.org 
 
 
 

******************************************************************* 
 

PLEASE   NOTE 
 

On Friday, April 24th at 12 noon, the Divine Liturgy will be 
celebrated at the Martyrs' Monument [North Burial Ground] 
with the participation of Armenian Evangelical Church, Sts. 
Sahag and Mesrob Church, and Sts. Vartanantz Church. 

 

We sincerely hope that you will make every effort to attend. 
 

******************************************************************* 

 
There will be no Church Services at Sts. Vartanantz Church on 
April 26th as we will be attending the "REMEMBRANCE OF 
THE 100th ANNIVERSARY OF THE 1915 ARMENIAN 
GENOCIDE" in New York. 

 
******************************************************************* 

 

From the March 26th issue of Crossroads 
 

PALM SUNDAY 
 

This Sunday, March 29, is Palm Sunday commemorating Jesus’ triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem and the beginning of Holy Week. The Church is joyful after forty days of 
repentance. Christ is coming into Jerusalem. He is coming in the name of the Lord in 
fulfillment of the prophecy (Zechariah 9:9-16). 
 

http://www.armeniangenocidecentennial.org/


Rejoice, O Jerusalem, and adorn your bridal chamber, O Sion, for behold your King 
Christ, seated on the new colt, shows meekness and comes to enter into your 
chamber. … Cry aloud, Hosanna, blessed is he that comes in the name of the Lord, 
who has great mercy.        (From the Introit of Palm Sunday) 

 

THE RAISING OF LAZARUS 

 

This Saturday, March 29, the Armenian Church commemorates the Raising of 
Lazarus as told in the Gospel of John, Chapter 11. Lazarus and his sisters Mary 
and Martha were good friends of Jesus. Their home in Bethany (near Jerusalem) 
was Jesus’ home whenever he was in Jerusalem. Lazarus’s sudden death threw 
his sisters into deep mourning. Jesus also wept for his friend. John’s gospel 
account emphasizes the fact that Lazarus was indeed dead by pointing out that 
his body was in the tomb. Jesus’ raising of Lazarus convinced many people of his 
unique powers, and according to John, the authorities took steps to try to silence 
him. 
 

Lazarus represents humankind and Bethany represents the whole world. The 
major themes of this day are the forthcoming victory of Christ over death, the 
supreme sacrifice of love, and the resurrection as the ultimate triumph of love. 
 

A hymn traditionally sung on Saturday evening (eve of Palm Sunday) says: “With 
the raising of Lazarus by which the dead were given hope, the descendants of 
Adam were also raised….” Thus, as the Lenten period comes to an end, we are 
greeted by the hope of Christ’s promise of the resurrection of humanity. 
 

The forty days of Great Lent (Medz Bahk) come to an end with Vespers on the 
Friday prior to the commemoration of the Raising of Lazarus. A new fasting period 
for Holy Week begins on Monday and continues through Holy Saturday. 
 

HOLY WEEK 

 

We are now entering the most solemn period for Christians—Holy Week—leading 
us to our most sacred holiday, Easter—the Resurrection. The week before Easter 
marks a series of events in the life of Jesus that were ordained. These events 
include the raising of Lazarus (described above) and the triumphal entry of Jesus 
into Jerusalem, where he is greeted by large assembly of people carrying olive 
and palm branches (See Bible reading). 
 

On Palm Sunday (Tsaghkazard) the altar curtain, which was closed at the 
beginning of Lent, is open. The palms are blessed and distributed to the faithful. 
Children dressed in their best clothes and carrying beautifully decorated candles, 
parade around the church in a procession. In the evening, or as now done 
immediately following the Divine Liturgy, the faithful gather at the door of the 
church or at the closed altar, for the Opening of the Doors (Trnpatsek) ceremony, 
symbolizing the opening of the gates to the Kingdom of God. This solemn 



penitential service in preparation of Holy Week is unique to the Armenian Church. 
 
Each day of Holy Week (also called Great Week, Avak Shabat) is a holy day. 
Monday commemorates the barren fig tree (Matthew 21:18-20). Tuesday 
commemorates the Ten Virgins (Matthew 25:13). Wednesday commemorates the 
Anointment and Betrayal of Christ (Matthew 26). Thursday is Maundy Thursday, 
which originates from Christ’s command that His disciples love one another (John 
13:34). In the evening the Washing of the Feet (Votunlva) takes place in 
remembrance of the events of the Last Supper. Late Thursday evening the 
betrayal and torment of Christ, Tenebrae (Latin for darkness; in Armenian 
Khavaroum), is commemorated. In one of the most dramatic services, Gospel 
readings describing Christ in the Garden of Gethsemane, the betrayal by Judas, 
and denial by Peter, are read interspersed with the singing of hymns composed by 
Nerses Shnorhali, some of the most beautiful hymns of the Armenian Church. 
Holy Friday (Avak Ourpat), the solemnest day in the Christian calendar, 
commemorates the crucifixion, death and burial of our Lord. 
 

THE INSPIRING MUSIC OF HOLY WEEK 

 

The Armenian Church’s hymns for Holy Week, from Christ’s triumphant entry into 
Jerusalem to his passion and crucifixion, to his burial and resurrection, comprise 
some of the most beautiful and inspiring music ever created. 
 

Palm Sunday is the first outburst of joy after the somber Lenten period, and the 
hymn “Rejoice, O Holy Church” (Ourakh Ler) expresses the joy of Palm Sunday. 
“Rejoice, O Holy Church, at the advent of the Holy Only-begotten, rejoice 
and delight with all the saints. Blessed are you. You who came, King of the 
universe.” 
 

During the Opening of the Doors ceremony (Drnbatsek), the beautiful hymn, 
“Open to us, Lord” (Pats Mez Der) is sung at the door of the church or in front of 
the closed altar. “We beseech you, O Lord, open for us, open for us, Lord, the 
gate of your mercy, we beseech you imploringly, O Lord.” 
 

During the vigil on Maundy Thursday some of the most melodious and memorable 
hymns are sung including: “My Heart Trembles” (Sird Im Sasani); “Seized by the 
Love of Money” (Ardsatsiroutyampun Molyal), and the heartbreaking “Where Are 
You, O Mother” (Oor Es Mayr Im). “Where are you, most sweet mother? I 
fervently seek your motherly love. My eyes are filled with bitter tears; I have 
no one to wipe them away. Where are you, my mother?” 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 



 



 
 



 

A Very Important Presentation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


