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Banquet in honor of  
Archpriest Fr. Gomidas Baghsarian 

 

 
 

Der Gomidas and Yeretzgeen Joanna Baghsarian with their beautiful family (l to r): 

Nayiri Bekiarian, Jivan Baghsarian, Richard Kanarian, Aram Baghsarian, Lucine Baghsarian (in back), 

Vana Baghsarian (in front), Yeretzgeen Joanna, Der Gomidas, Athena Kanarian, Armen Baghsarian 



Message from 

His Holiness Aram 1 

 



  “JUST A PERSONAL  NOTE”  

         FROM  YERETZGEEN JOANNA 

"THIS IS THE DAY THE  

  LORD HAS MADE!" 
 

“This is the day that the Lord has made!  We will 

rejoice and be glad in it! 

 

That shout of acclamation from Der Hayr awakened 

my senses and before my feet touched the ground, I 

responded with “Amen!  So be it, Padre!” 

I quickly checked the time on my cell phone and 

noticed an early morning text from our friend 

Bobbie Berberian which read: 

“This is the day that the Lord has made!  We will 

rejoice and be glad in it!” 

There are 31,102 verses in the Bible. What are the 

chances of the same verse being proclaimed at the 

same moment on this day that the Lord has made- 

Sunday, October 2, 2016.  Yet, it happened. 

That Word from God ignited a consuming fire of His 

Agapi love in our hearts. Thoughts of yielding to 

emotion during the celebration of the Divine Liturgy 

quickly dissipated. Peace that surpasses all 

understanding embraced us. We knew that this day 

was going to be led by a special anointing of the Holy 

Spirit. 

Our family arrived early to church to find a few 

parishioners seated in the pews they occupy every 

Sunday.  They were prayerfully waiting for the 

service to begin.  Together, we witnessed the 

dedication of a baby.  The Bema was bustling with 

deacons and altar servers.  Archdeacon Hagop 

Khatchadourian skillfully instructed the younger 

acolytes.   “A look”, “a nod” and “a gentle nudge” 

were his teaching tools as they quietly and 

efficiently fulfilled their assigned tasks prior to the 

commencement of the Morning Service.  Organist 

Alice Simonian Buratti took her seat at the bench.  

Choir members surrounded their Choirmaster 

Debbie Pjojian in the Chancel and together, the 

chorus and keyboard waited for the conductor’s wave 

of the arm to begin the Divine Liturgy…”Khorhoort 

Khorin”…”O Profound Mystery” …   

There is no doubt in my mind that everyone present 

“encountered God and entered into communion with 
Him through His Son, Jesus Christ in the power of 
the Holy Spirit”.  (This is an excerpt from the 
introduction written by Deacon Shant Kazanjian and 
is found in The Divine Liturgy Book.) 

 

During the tapor – the procession around the church 

– Oshagan Srpazan turned to the congregation.  

Moved by what he saw, His Eminence later remarked 

that when he turned, he witnessed the Agape Love 

exchanged between the people and their pastor 

when one by one they kissed the Cross –the Symbol 

that binds them together as one.  Der Hayr 

extended his reach to all who wanted to receive.  

Slowly, he led the procession to the Bema. The 

attention of the faithful was now drawn to the Altar 

where the celebration of the Divine Liturgy was 

about to begin. The Liturgy came to a close with 

these words spoken by Der Gomidas thus, bringing 

to closure his 17 years of service to Sts. 

Vartanantz. 

“Be blessed by the grace of the Holy Spirit; depart 

in peace and may the Lord be with you all.  Amen……”   

All who entered the portals of Sts. Vartanantz 

Church that unforgettable day, “entered His gates 

with thanksgiving in their hearts and His courts with 

praise.”   

This indeed was “the day that the Lord has made.  

We rejoiced and were glad in it.” 



Now, it was time for the Banquet aka “The 

Graduation Party” at the Crowne Plaza .  If you are 

reading this, then - more than likely - you were one 

of 615 who came to bear witness to the power of 

love generated under that white tent.  

We entered the tent and proceeded to the dais.  

Once we arrived at our seats we noted that the dim 

lighting created a sea of silhouettes – an endless 

wave of rounded heads whose faces were 

indistinguishable.  All we could hear was the 

prolonged sound – a spontaneous roar coming from 

this sea of humanity.  My personal thoughts about 

the messages and musical interludes that followed 

would fill volumes; however, I find that it’s far 

better to leave these unmatched memories with you 

– the reader - because words are not enough to 

describe what took place under the tent.  That 

spontaneous roar said it all.  Every person, without 

exception, had a touch from God through a 

Sacrament, a teaching, a sermon, a visit, an embrace 

from their Der Hayr at some point in his ministry.    

God seared these memories into our hearts.  Our 

only regret is that we were unable to greet and 

thank everyone personally at the end of the banquet.   

“This is the day that the Lord has made.  We will 

rejoice and be glad in it.”  Our Providential 

experience was officially brought to completion; 

however……… 

God’s work is never done. 

A week later we attended a family wedding in New 

York City, a Pontifical Divine Liturgy celebrated by 

Aram Vehapar on Sunday followed by a banquet in 

His Holiness’ honor.  Monday we visited family.  We 

ended our colorful weekend in NYC over dinner at an 

Italian restaurant with Der Gomidas’ cousins, Avedis 

and Arsho.     

A couple with their infant were seated not too far 

from our table.  Midway through our dinner, they 

approached us: 

“Excuse us for interrupting your meal,” began the 

young mother.  “We are on our way home from the 

hospital where I just gave birth.  Father, would you 

kindly bless our son?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And there in the middle of an Italian restaurant on 

the upper east side of New York City, Der Gomidas 

blessed baby Ryan. 

And here we are entering that new phase of life 

after retirement, anticipating surprises such as this 

because God’s work is never done…… 

~Agapi~Yn. Joanna 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A Very Special 

Thank You 
 

 

 

On Sunday, October 2
nd

, the 

day began as it has for Der 

Gomidas for the last 26 

years – in church leading his 

flock in the beautiful celebration of the Divine Liturgy. 

For the last 17 years, we have been blessed to have Der 

Gomidas as our pastor, bringing to us the Gospel message 

of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ with the loving 

kindness of a true shepherd. But Sunday, October 2
nd

, was 

very different.  With our Prelate, His Eminence 

Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan in attendance, this special 

Sunday was our opportunity to express our heartfelt 

appreciation and love with one voice, saying “Well done 

good and faithful servant!” (Matthew 25:23) 
 

The sanctuary was filled with the faithful who came to 

enter into communion with our Lord and with one voice 

give thanks for His incredible servant. In his sermon, Der 

Gomidas focused on the words of Saint Paul to the 

Corinthians: “Examine yourselves to see whether you are 

in the faith; test yourselves.” (2 Corinthians 13:5)  In his 

characteristic humble and gentle way, Der Gomidas spoke 

about how important it is for us to routinely examine how 

we are living our life and, with the help of the Holy Spirit, 

to recognize how we can grow ever closer to living a life 

that is based on our faith in our Lord Jesus and the 

salvation that He brought to the world.  What made this 

message so meaningful was the character of the man who 

delivered it.  Der Gomidas has always “set an example for 

the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in 

purity.” (1 Timothy 4:12)  He has always applied this test 

to himself before anyone else.  It explains in so many 

ways why this humble servant of God has led such a large 

and vibrant Bible study at our church for 17 years. It 

explains his compassion in ministering to the sick and 

consoling families in their times of loss. It explains his joy 

in baptizing the faithful and marrying couples. It explains 

how through his entire ministry he has fulfilled Jesus’ 

command to love one another just as Jesus loves us. (John 

13:34) 
 

All along the way, Yeretzgeen Joanna has been by Der 

Gomidas’ side and participated in his ministry. In addition 

to providing Der Gomidas the vital support and 

understanding that any Der Hayr needs from his 

Yeretzgeen, she has enriched our community in so many 

ways.  Nowhere is this more apparent than in her ministry 

to our youth.  Having arrived in Providence less than three 

months before Christmas 17 years ago, Yeretzgeen Joanna 

set out immediately to grace our church with its first 

Christmas pageant.  It is a tradition that has been passed 

on and continued through today, leading several of our 

youth to pursue a career in music. Her role with our young 

adults through a high school Bible study group grew into 

several special projects that enriched the faith of these 

young adults and guided them to impact the faith of 

others. The contribution of her work was not only 

recognized by our community but also by the Prelacy.  

And she has quietly done so much more. 
 

It was no surprise that when given the opportunity to show 

our love and thankfulness to Der Gomidas and Yeretzgeen 

Joanna for their years of loving dedication to their flock, 

the response was overwhelming.  Following the Divine 

Liturgy, over 600 people joyfully came together at the 

Crowne Plaza Hotel in Warwick to be a part of their 

retirement banquet.  The outpouring of love and thanks 

that everyone witnessed on that day will never be 

forgotten. Each of the speakers spoke of the godly love 

and humility of this very special priest and his wife.  No 

matter how many times these words were repeated, no one 

tired of hearing them because everyone recognized the 

extraordinary worthiness of Der Hayr and Yeretzgeen.   
 

Yeretzgeen Debbie and I are especially thankful to our 

Lord for blessing our lives with Der Gomidas and 

Yeretzgeen Joanna. Throughout these last 17 years, they 

have been incredible mentors to both of us. We treasure 

their loving guidance as they have kindly mentored us 

with such pure hearts. Their example of selfless service 

has shown us the life of a true shepherd and his 

Yeretzgeen.  We are eternally grateful to Der Gomidas 

and Yeretzgeen Joanna for all that they have done and 

continue to do to help us in our new ministry. They are 

both forever a part of the Saints Vartanantz Church 

community of Providence and our love for them is 

unending.  With one voice, we pray that our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ continue to shower Der Gomidas and 

Yeretzgeen Joanna with His love, grace and overflowing 

blessings. 

 

Prayerfully, 
 

Der Kapriel 



The Life of Der Gomidas 

and Yeretzgeen Joanna 
 by Margaret Stepanian 

 

Archpriest Fr. Gomidas Baghsarian was born in 
Jerusalem on June 29, 1943 to Vahan and Armenouhi 
Baghsarian and dedicated to the Lord by his mother 
prior to his conception. Her prayers were answered 
with a healthy, full-term child; however, three months 
after his birth, she passed away. He was cared for by a 
maternal aunt for a brief period of time and returned to 
his paternal home where he was cared for by his older 
sister and where he became the youngest of five 
children: Ana, John, Ankineh, and Vartouhi (Rose). He 
was baptized at Sourp Hagop Church at the Armenian 
convent in Jerusalem and was given the baptismal 
name of Hagop Apraham Baghsarian. 
 

 
Der Gomidas with his Brother and Sisters 

 

The family survived the 1948 Palestine War. They 
endured bombings, fighting between Arabs and Jews, 
huddling in shelters, and living with the aftermath of 
the massive destruction which destroyed his father’s 
business and their home. It was not long before his 
father was able to begin providing for his family, and 
they survived together, spending six years in one large 
room with many people. The family emigrated to the 
United States in January of 1957, settling in New York. 
Hagop attended the local public schools, graduating 
from Newark Eastside High School and going on to 
study at the Newark School of Design. 
 

In the meantime, his future life partner, Joanna Gallas, 
had graduated St. Basil’s Teacher’s College in Garrison, 
NY, and attended Arsakion Teacher’s College in 
Athens, Greece, for post-graduate work. She returned 
to New York where she met Michele Abladian Fashian, 
and as a result of that friendship, Joanna met Barbara 
Goshgarian Berberian, who has become a lifelong 

friend. Joanna learned a great deal about Armenians 
from Barbara and Michele.  
 

They were instrumental in introducing Joanna to Jack 
Baghsarian in Asbury Park, NJ, on July 4, 1966. 
Approximately one year later, he proposed and she 
accepted. They were married in St. Mary’s Armenian 
Apostolic Church in Irvington, NJ, by Reverend 
Mampre Kouzouian and assisting was Joanna’s parish 
priest, Father James Aloupis. They settled in Bergen 
County, NJ, and began married life together. They are 
the proud parents of Athena Baghsarian who is 
married to Richard Kanarian, and Armen Baghsarian 
who is married to Lucine Hagopian. They are also the 
adoring and loving grandparents to four precious and 
talented grandchildren: Nayiri Bekiarian; Jivan, Aram, 
and Vana Baghsarian. 
 

Hagop (Jack) Baghsarian owned his own jewelry 
business in New York’s diamond district for 25 years, 
working with his older brother dealing with diamond 
manufacturers. It was during this time frame that he 
recorded four albums of Armenian music under the 
name of Jack Baghsarian. His musical career as a 
recording artist took him on concert tours throughout 
the United States, Canada, and as far away as 
Montevideo, South America. He served as the musical 
director of the Antranig Dance Ensemble in NYC for 
two years during which time the ensemble, with 
musicians, performed at Carnegie Hall in NYC, 
Washington, DC, and Boston, MA. 
 

 
 

Der Hayr started playing the mandolin at the age of 14, 
then the clarinet, and finally the oud. He worked in the 
diamond business and played his music for 30 years, 
and it took another 12 years to slowly bring his musical 
career to a close. During those years, he became more 
involved with his children’s activities, grew stronger 
spiritually, and devoted time to writing and playing 
Armenian spiritual songs. He became a deacon and 
then archdeacon, while Joanna became Director of 
Christian Education at the Prelacy. 
 



So, at the age of 38, he began his journey to become a 
priest, pondering, praying, and studying the scriptures 
for seven subsequent years. He shared the knowledge 
of his calling with His Eminence, Archbishop Mesrob 
Ashjian of blessed memory, and was ordained to the 
Holy Order of the Deaconate at Sts. Vartanantz 
Armenian Apostolic Church in Ridgefield, NJ, by His 
Eminence on December 24, 1989. 
 

Unfortunately, the civil war in Lebanon prevented him 
from attending the seminary in Antelias, Lebanon. As a 
result, His Eminence, Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian of 
blessed memory, arranged for a course of study at the 
Armenian Prelacy in NY to mirror that of the Armenian 
Seminary in Antelias. Under the tutelage of His Grace, 
Anoushavan Tanielian, he completed eight semesters, 
including summer sessions from January 1988 until 
August 1990. 
 

Der Gomidas was ordained in the Holy Order of the 
Priesthood on September 9, 1990 by His Eminence, 
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian of blessed memory. After 
completing his 40 days of seclusion and fasting at the 
Prelacy, in October of 1990 he was appointed Pastor of 
St. Gregory Armenian Apostolic Church of Merrimack 
Valley in North Andover, MA, where he served for 
nine years until September 25, 1999, when he was 
assigned to Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Apostolic 
Church in Providence, RI by His Eminence, Archbishop 
Oshagan Choloyan. He was subsequently elected to the 
Religious Council of the Armenian Apostolic Church of 
the Eastern United States in May of 1997 and served 
two years as Secretary of the Council and four years as 
Advisor. 
 

 
Der Hayr and Yeretzgeen on the Day of his Ordination 

 

While in Providence, Der Gomidas had an opportunity 
to fulfill his heart’s desire in securing a graduate degree 
in Theology. He enrolled at Providence College for the 
Fall Semester of 2006, ultimately graduating with an 
MA in Theology from Providence College in May of 
2011.  

 

 
2016 Adult Bible Study 

 

During the next 17 years here in Providence, Der 
Gomidas established an adult bible study. He was 
instrumental in establishing a youth bible study under 
the direction of Yeretzgeen Joanna. The youth studied 
scripture and defined God’s purpose in their personal 
lives through service to their community and world 
outreach. 
 

 
 

 
2011 Armenian School and Sunday School Graduates 

 

There was a renewed interest in church attendance. Der 
Hayr and Yeretzgeen were innovative and actively 
involved with Sunday School, Armenian School, and 
the interesting and innovative object lessons on the first 
Sunday of each month with our Sunday School 
children during the Badarak. These lessons established 
a wonderful relationship between the children and Der 
Hayr, and ultimately, with the church. 
 

 
2009 Christmas Pageant 

 

Yn. Joanna’s creative and engaging Christmas pageants 
will always remain a special time in her life and in our 



hearts and memories. Her “Agapi” book contains a 
series of short stories relating life experiences with 
people God has placed in her path before and during 
Der Gomidas’ ministry. Yn. Joanna has also contributed 
interesting and inspiring stories for the monthly 
“Gantegh.” Among her many accomplishments was 
the project entitled, “Remember the Forgotten,” in 
which the youth bible class researched and recorded  
the untold stories of Armenian clergymen killed during 
the Genocide and Stalin’s programs between the years 
of 1915 and 1918.  
 

 
 

Again at the request of the Prelacy, Yeretzgeen 
organized a conference for Yeretzgeens of the Eastern 
Prelacy that took place during the NRA Conference in 
May of 2016 in Long Island, NY. She and Der Hayr 
have lectured at the annual Datev Summer Camp 
hosted by the Prelacy in Pennsylvania for many years. 
 

 
Der Gomidas and Yeretzgeen Joanna with New England 

students at Datev 2013 
 

Public acknowledgements and honors are ultimately 
inconsequential. What will last are the private, 
unheralded moments when Der Gomidas and 
Yeretzgeen Joanna have been thanked for being kind in 
a time of need, for the numerous visitations to 
hospitals, nursing homes, and rehabilitation facilities, 
and for the counseling sessions provided for those 
troubled or in need of spiritual guidance. 
 

For all of this and so much more, we pray that God 
stand above you to watch over you, beneath you to 
support you, beside you to befriend you, and within 
you to give you a satisfying and rewarding life filled 
with joy, contentment, and peace. 
 

Message from the 

Board of Trustees 
 

 
 

On behalf of the Board of Trustees of Sts. Vartanantz 

Church, and our church community, we thank God 

for giving us the opportunity to serve with Der 

Gomidas for the past 17 years. His loving, caring, 

and honest nature has guided our humble service as 

trustees. The overwhelming return of our love which 

all of us have received from Der Gomidas serves as 

testimony that he was sent into the world especially 

for the service of our souls.  

 

One of the privileges of serving on the Board is the 

opportunity to open and prepare the Church on 

Sunday mornings. During these times, those of us 

present would witness the depth of his passion for 

his vocation. At the commencement of the Badarak, 

Der Gomidas would enter the Church in full 

vestment, and his entire countenance would change 

upon his entrance into the sanctuary, from a servant 

of God to a messenger of Christ.  

 

Der Gomidas' God-pleasing ministry has been our 

collective treasure. He is a wonderful example of 

what a Christian should and can be, and for that we 

are eternally grateful. Thank you, Der Gomidas, for 

uplifting our hearts, and with your humble way, 

bringing us all closer to our Lord Jesus Christ, and 

inspiring us to continue to serve in Faith, Hope and 

Love. 



Scenes from  
Our Beloved Der Gomidas' Celebration of the Divine Liturgy 

and Retirement Banquet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THE DEVOTED AND LOVING COMMITTEE 
 

 

Der Kapriel Nazarian, Advisor 
Margaret Stepanian, Co-Chair 
Ramon Zorabedian, Co-Chair 

Joyce Bagdasarian 
Peter "Doc" Bedrosian 

Ken and Sandra Bogosian 
Alice Simonian Buratti 

Helen Dayian 
 
 
 

 

Pauline Getzoyan 
Hagop Khatchadourian 

Tom Kizirian 
Manoushak Krikorian 

Harry Kushigian 
Sylvia E. Varadian 
Joyce Yeremian 


