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From Der Hayr’s Desk… 
 

The Three Most Powerful Words of Prayer 
 

On what do we base our confidence? Our confidence is certainly not in ourselves, but in Christ. Jesus said to His 
Disciples:  “Very truly I tell you, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.” (John 16:23). In 1st John we read: 
"This is the confidence we have in approaching God, that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us” (1 John 5:14). On the 
other hand, there are even more scriptures that teach us the importance of humility when approaching God in 
prayer. Jesus, in his parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector, commends the humble and repentant heart of the 
Tax Collector. Jesus says: “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all those who exalt 
themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted” (Luke 18:14). The Tax Collector’s Prayer was 
simply:“God have mercy on me, a sinner”  (Luke18:13) 
 

How is it possible to enter God's presence with confidence and at the same time with humility?  
If we examine Paul's letter closely, we will see clearly that we are approaching God's throne with confidence to 
receive mercy and grace. Receiving mercy is never a prideful act. We approach God with confidence in Christ Jesus, 
that the Father will answer our prayers; at the same time with humility, understanding our sinful nature. 
 

The closer we get to God, the more we realize our unworthiness and sinfulness. Isaiah the prophet came to this 
realization when he found himself before the throne of God in a vision.  He writes: “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! 
For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty” (Isaiah 
6:5). 
 

Almost all the prayers of the Armenian Apostolic Church begin with the words: “Lord have mercy.” St. Nerses the 
Gracious ends each prayer with the words: “Have mercy upon your creatures, and upon me, great sinner that I am.” 
We all need God's mercy continually. For this reason, when we approach God in prayer, we are to approach Him 
with awe and humility, at the same time with confidence that He will answer our prayers because of what Christ has 
accomplished  
for us for eternity. 
 

The words "Lord have mercy" are the most powerful words of prayer that will always be answered. 

 
 

In this New Year, please join us for  
Adult Bible Study on Monday Evenings at 7 pm 



  “JUST A PERSONAL  NOTE”  

         FROM  YERETZGEEN JOANNA 

THE BLUE APRON – 

 MANTLE OF GRACE 
It was in early October when I received an e-mail 

from Steve Elmasian stating that  “the Men’s Club 
is going back to the Providence Rescue Mission”  to 

serve the famous chicken and pilaf dinner to those 

less fortunate.  “Back.”  That meant that they have 

done this in the past. My probing mind wanted to 

know more.  So, I asked and in my conversation 

with Steve, I learned that this special outreach 

was initiated by Tom Kizirian two years ago when 

he became Chairman of the Men’s Club.  He 

organized this event quietly, not seeking 

recognition and accolades.  Members of the Men’s 

Club personally contribute their time and money 

for the meal at no expense to the church.  

Impressed by their generosity and inspired by 

their quest for anonymity, I offered to help the 

next time they visited the mission.  Steve 

graciously accepted my offer.  This is my story….. 
 

On Wednesday evening, October 23, I witnessed 

the life-breathing Word of God in action:  “For I 
was hungry and you gave me something to eat.  
I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink.”                                              
Der Hayr and I arrived at the Rescue Mission along 

with several others - including women - who 

volunteered.  It was the first cold night of the 

season.  People lined up outside the building waiting 

to come in for a hot meal.  The first-comers were 

at the doorway.  We greeted them with smiles and 

a blessing.  Their faces lit up like children on a 

Christmas morning, happy to receive the 

unexpected gift of a simple smile from total 

strangers.  We entered a very large room set up 

with long tables and chairs.  In the very back was 

the kitchen.   Sts. Vartanantz was well-

represented by men joyfully working together to 

prepare the principal food of the Armenian cuisine 

- chicken and pilaf. The residents were sitting in a 

room to the left of the dining hall.  A Bible lesson 

was taking place.  To the right of the hall was a 

wall that displayed in giant letters the verses from 

John 3:16 - “For God so loved the world….” and 

John 14:6 – “I am the Way the Truth and the 
Life…..”  The artist connected the two 

proclamations by centering and drawing a floor to 

ceiling cross and ascending dove.  Undoubtedly, 

this Rescue Mission illuminated the Love of God 

for mankind and revealed Jesus as the only Way to 

the Father.  The air was charged.  I knew this was 

going to be an electrifying evening – an evening 

unlike any I have ever experienced….. 

Bible Study was still going on.  The main crew and 

volunteers were given their assignments.  Tom 

Kizirian handed me a blue “Sts. Vartanantz Mens’ 

Club” apron.  “You’re going to need this as you 
serve.”                                                                    
I was putting it on when I noticed a young family 

enter the hall – a mother and her four children 

whose ages ranged from five to twelve….three boys 

and the youngest, a girl.  They made their way to 

where I was standing and took their seats. The 

mother, whom I will address as Dee, asked if her 

children could be fed before everyone came in.  I 

told her I would be happy to serve them and placed 

a basket of bread on their table.  The children 

helped themselves to bread and butter while they 

waited for their meal.  I took note of their 

youthful innocence, the warmth of their big brown 

eyes, and neat appearance.  Dee, a single mother, 

was soft-spoken and gently instructed her children 

on table manners.  I seized the opportunity to 

befriend this lovely family.  The boys were eager 

to answer my questions about school, hobbies, 

sports, their future endeavors and just plain old 

light-hearted silly talk that summoned laughter 

from all three.  
                                                                                                          

The little girl on the other hand, was quiet.  She 

chose instead to butter her bread from corner to 

corner and just listen.  From time to time, my 

questions were directed to her.  She remained 

silent giving attention only to buttering her fourth 

piece of bread generously from corner to corner.  

“I will not leave this place until I make some kind 
of connection with this beautiful child.”  
 

The boys polished their plates with zeal.  Their 

sister ate only the pilaf.  By now, she was on her 

sixth piece of buttered  Italian bread.  Dee urged 

her to try the chicken.  Her brothers did likewise 

saying how delicious it was.  Their coaxing was in 



vain.  All she wanted was bread and more pilaf.  I 

gave her a second helping of pilaf and told her that 

her name was almost like mine.  This time she 

looked up at me.  “And you know what else?  You 
have beautiful brown eyes.  Not only are they 
beautiful but they are smart eyes that tell me that 
you are going to do something very special when 
you grow up.  But first, you must eat protein –like 
chicken – and make sure you eat a good breakfast 
in the morning before school so that your brain can 
think and learn.”  Finally, I was rewarded with a 

smile….. 
 

The men and women who were just fed spiritual 

food in the adjoining room slowly and quietly 

worked their way into the dining hall.  Every seat 

was taken.  It was time to serve over 130 people 

the comforting soul food of the Armenian cuisine - 

chicken and pilaf!  Those of us who served, placed 

each plate on the table with care and kind words 

for the recipient.  

  

 
 

In return, the entire Armenian team of Sts. 

Vartanantz received multiple blessings from 

everyone’s display of courtesy, patience, and 

gratitude for this simple meal and gesture of 

kindness.  The Scripture verse I read for so many 

years - “For I was hungry and you gave me 
something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you 
invited me in…..” – carried me into His courts with 

praise and thanksgiving.  It is good to read and 

internalize God’s Word. This is faith-building.   To 

participate in sync with the breath of God is truly 

walking in step with Jesus.  This is faith in action.  

As a result of immersing ourselves in that one 

small portion of Scripture, the team donning the 

blue aprons felt God’s pleasure and spread the joy 

of the Lord to everyone present.  We were allowed 

entrance into the breadth and depth of His 

Presence for those two hours at the Providence 

Rescue Mission. 
 

At the end, I approached the young family to say 

goodbye.  I embraced the mother and each of her 

young sons and wished this beautiful family a 

bright future.  The 5-year old daughter who said 

nothing all evening, folded her arms around my 

waist and asked:  “Will you please come back 
tomorrow?”  
  

I promised her that I would come back again at 

another time.  I left her with these words:  “You 
are special.  You are loved.  You have a future.  God 
has a plan and a purpose for you.”  I quickly 

prepared a large bag of Italian bread and threw in 

small containers of butter - my parting gift.  

Mission accomplished. 
 

I took off the blue apron and gave it to Tom 

Kizirian.  He folded it and handed it back to me: 

“You’re going to need this for the future.” 
“I will wear it with honor”, I responded and took 

back my blue apron – the mantle of Grace. It rests  

next to my iconostasis – the place where I meet 

with God - still neatly folded and serves as a 

reminder to pray for the people who enter the 

portals of the Providence Rescue Mission and for 

one little girl who loves Armenian pilaf and Italian 

bread and butter.  
  

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to 
eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink.”  Then the righteous will answer him, 
‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed 
you, or thirsty and give you something to drink?’  
The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, 
whatever you did for one of the least of these 
brothers of mine, you did for me.’” (Matthew 
25:35) 

~Agapi~ 

Yn Joanna 

 
Please feel free to contact our Men's Club Chair, Tom 
Kizirian at 401-316-2273 for further information 
regarding this wonderful contribution towards others. 
 

 



Sunday School Christmas Pageant 
directed by Mrs. Debbie Pjojian 

and Men’s Club Dinner 
 

On December 15th, the weather forced  us to postpone 
the scheduled Sunday School Pageant and Men's Club 
Dinner at our Church. One week later, the weather was 
more like Easter than Christmas.  
 

Church was close to full as parents, grandparents, aunts 
and uncles, godparents, brothers and sisters, friends of 
families and parishioners were there in full force to witness 
what this writer feels is one of the absolute best days of 
the year at our church and community. 

 

 
 

Church was close to full as parents, grandparents, aunts 
and uncles, godparents, brothers and sisters, friends of 
families and parishioners were there in full force to witness 
what this writer feels is one of the absolute best days of 
the year at our church and community. 
 

From the smallest of the performers to the oldest, 
yesterday should have put us all in the Christmas mood. 
Very inspiring and uplifting to say the least. You had to be 
there to experience it. 
 

 
 

Words, pictures and videos can't express the feeling of that 
performance. Some people were tearing up, full of the joy 
and hope for our future that was in the sanctuary.  

 

 
 

Words, pictures and videos can't express the feeling of that 
performance. Some people were tearing up, full of the joy 
and hope for our future that was in the sanctuary.  
 

I would mention the name of the person who so 
excellently directed these angles and shepherds, but you all 
know who she is. She asked that it be more about the kids 
rather than her, so I will oblige. 

 

 
 

The dinner that followed upstairs, which was hosted by the 
Men's Club, was also very well attended. In fact, extra 
tables had to be set up to accommodate the large turnout. 
Santa was there and three of our high school seniors 
received the Peter "DOC" Bedrosian Athletic 
Achievement Awards. 

  

 



Nareg Mkrtschjan, Eric Pjojian and Harout Tashian, all 
who participate in a varsity sport at their high school, 
where they are seniors, who plan to graduate in June and 
last but not least are active in our church as well as the 
AYF and Homenetmen.  
 

While we had to wait an extra 7 days, it turned out to be 
well worth it. Traditions are made one year at a time. Let's 
continue to keep this tradition, that Yeretsgeen Joanna 
started close to a decade ago, going strong for the future of 

this community.                                       Steve Elmasian 

Men's Club Treasurer 

 
Candlelight Services on Christmas Eve 

December 24th 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Armenian Christmas 
Godfather of the Holy Cross: Joshua Chopy 
 

 
 

Christmas Youghakin Donations 
 

$1000 
Ricky and Rebecca Rafaelian Caruolo and Family; Mr. & 
Mrs. Vartges Engustian;  John and Ann Kashmanian; Mr. 
& Mrs. Everett Marabian Sr.; Mrs. Lucia Rafaelian  
$500 
Mrs. Pamela Benjamin in Loving Memory of her husband, 
Kim;  Mr. & Mrs. K. Kenneth Bogosian; Ms. Christine 
Engustian, Esq.; Hrant and Victoria Jamjyan; David and 
Judy Manoogian; Mr. John Takian; Mr. & Mrs. Ramon 
Zorabedian 
$350 
Ms. Beverly Najarian 
$300 
Mrs. Lucy Kroian 
$250 
Omar and Rachel Rafaelian Ajaj; Mr. Antranig Avakian; 
$200 
Mr. Andre Ajemian; Mr. & Mrs.  Armen Garabedian;  Mr. 
Richard Magarian; Arakel and Jeanne Mikaelian; Mr. 
Armenag Palian; Mrs. Joyce Yeremian     
$150 
Ms. Rose & Elizabeth Hagopian; Ms. Joanne Mouradjian  
$125 
Mrs. Alice Bennett   
$100 
Mrs. Melina Akalarian; Walter and Nancy Anoushian; 
Siranush and Yelena Antonian; Mr. & Mrs. Robert 
Atamian; Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Balemian; Mrs. Lillian 
Bedrosian in Loving Memory of Donald Bedrosian; Mr. 
Peter “Doc” Bedrosian; Harry and Mary Bedrossian; Mrs. 
Shirley Derderian; Elyse, Louise and Rosette Garabedian; 
Mrs. Queenie Haboian and Ms. Mary Fermanian; Mrs. 
Sylvia Hajian; Dr. and Mrs. George Kamajian; Stepan and  



$100 continued 
Christine Kanarian;  Varoujan and V. Rose Karentz;  Mrs. 
Van Karoghlanian; Azarig and Elizabeth Koolian; Mr. & 
Mrs. Edward Kopoian; Mrs. Karen Kopoian-Conca;  Mr. 
& Mrs. Harry Kushigian; Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Leylegian; Mr. 
Everett A. Marabian, Jr.; Mr. & Mrs. Souren Mouradjian; 
Mr. Ardashes Nahabedian;  Harold and Debra Nazarian; 
Michael and Satenig Palian;   Mark and Hasmig Phillips; 
Suzanne and Melissa Simonian;   Mr. & Mrs. Michael 
Toumasian; Mrs. Anahid Varadian  
$75 
Mrs. Arpy Jerozal  
$50 
Mr. & Mrs. George Baligian; Ms. Martina Baligian; 
Barsegova Family; Jeffrey and Margurite Kevorkian 
Birkner; Ms. Gloria Boghossian; Vanni and Alice Buratti;  
Mr. & Mrs. Spiros Dionisopoulos;  Ms. Suzanne Kelley; 
Chris and Violet Krikorian; Megerdich and Sandra 
Megerdichian; Ms. Marian Murray; Charles and Gloria 
Nazarian; Mr. & Mrs. Dickran Palian; Mr. & Mrs. Robert 
Pjojian; Mr. Alexander Saakov; Mr. & Mrs. Harout 
Taraksian; Mrs. Marlene Vichabian 
$40 
Richard and Sonia (Soultanian) Matulewicz; Mr. & Mrs. 
Charles Palian 
$35 
Mrs. Lucy Kanarian 
$30 
Mrs. Kay Derderian; Mrs. Hazel Kizirian; Mr. George H. 
Topalian   
$25 and under 
Mr. Harry V. Aharonian; Mrs. Catherine Albanese; Ms. 
Roxanne Arakelian;  Mr. Stephen Ashukian; Mr. Gary 
Atamian; Ms. Amaloya Avanesova; Sue and Ann 
Ayrassian; Mrs. Joann Aznavorian; Ms. Roberta Babigian; 
Mrs. Rose Babigian; Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Babigian;  Mrs. 
Emma Bagdasarian; Mr. Anthony Bahian; Mrs. Rose 
Barsoian; Jasper and Rita Bedrosian;   Mrs. Agnes Bianco; 
Jon and Paula Burke; Mrs. Rose Chamalian; Ms. Helen 
Dayian; Joseph and Margaret Derderian; Mr. Harry Diggle; 
Mr. & Mrs. Aram Donabedian;  Elizabeth, Michael and 
Stephen Elmasian; Ms. Aurora Emdjian; Mrs. Margaret 
Goodwin; Mrs. Virginia Gregorian; Mr. & Mrs. David 
Gustafson; Mr. & Mrs. Kevork Hovagimian; Mr. & Mrs. 
Manoug Hovagimian;  Sarkis and Sandra Jamgochian; Mr. 
& Mrs. Setrak Jawharjian; Mr. & Mrs. Richard Kanarian; 
Ms. Beatrice Kendrjian; Mrs. Alice Kojoian; Kachadour  
and Marilyn Kojoian; Mr. & Mrs. Michael Kojoian; Mr. & 
Mrs. Peter Koshmatian; Mrs. Arousiak Krikorian; Mrs. 
Rose-Marie Krikorian; Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Labbe; Mrs. 
Mary Bohigian-Legros;  Mr. Aram Madoian; John and June 
Mangassarian in Loving Memory of Liz Mangassarian; Ms. 
Sarah Markarian; Mr. & Mrs. Michael Matigian; Mary and 
Albert James Meldonian; Ms. Jean Goshgarian Michael and 
Family; Ms. Arax Missakian; Mrs. Gloria Nahabedian;  
Mrs. June Narzakian;  Mr. & Mrs. Avetis  Oundjian; Mr. & 
Mrs. Norayr Palandjian; Mr. & Mrs. Edward Paolino; Mrs. 
Margaret Rueb; Mr. Dickran Shiranian;  Ms. S. Sylvia  

$25 and under continued 
Simonian; Mr. & Mrs. Hayrapet Taraksian;  Mrs. Seta 
Tarbinian; Mrs. Souad Tashian; Mrs. Susan B. Tashjian;  
Mr. & Mrs. Aram Tateosian;  Armen and Martha 
Tenkarian; Mrs. Ann Tikoian;  Mr. & Mrs. Harry 
Toumasian; Ms. Lillian Tutelian; Mrs. Anita Vartanian; Ms. 
Beverly Kinoian Vileno 

 

Youth Forum 
 

On Friday, January 10, 2014, about 25 youth gathered at 
Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Apostolic Church in 
Providence, RI to discuss their current involvement in the 
church. The forum was sponsored by Der Hayr and the 
Board of Trustees and led by Garo Tashian and Dalita 
Getzoyan. Those in attendance discussed the current state 
of the Church and how the youth can become further 
involved looking towards the future. Many were interested 
in connecting with each other through spiritual, social, and 
professional fellowship. The youth will kick off their 
initiative for involvement with a Youth Attendance Day on 
Sunday, February 16, 2014. They will attend Church and 
host the Fellowship following the Soorp Badarak.                                                                                                            
     Dalita Getzoyan 
 

 
 

Our Youth, Our Future -- by Garabed 
Koosherian 
 

In order to encourage and increase the involvement of 
our youth in the life of the church,  the Der Hayr and the  
Board of Trustees held the first Youth Forum to discuss 
potential ways to integrate 21st century ideas to engage 
young people while still retaining God's vision for His 
Church. 
 

After pizza and great fellowship, Der Hayr opened the 

meeting with prayer, reminding everyone present of the 

ultimate reason why we, as Christians, come together.  

Immediately following, Archdeacon Hagop 

Khatchadourian gave a presentation to reiterate the 

mission of the Church.  First and foremost, the Church 



represents both the physical sanctuary as well as the 
people who assemble; both of these aspects are for the 
glorification of God.  Another important message that 
was imparted was the fact that the Church runs on 
volunteer labor, with each person giving of his talents 
and strengths to preserve the physical space in which 
we become closer to God.  The importance of young 
families and young people cannot be overlooked.  While 
they may not be the leaders today, they most certainly 
will be the leaders tomorrow and because of this 
responsibility, it is imperative that the youth recognize 
the value in attending Church. 
 

Following this overview, Dalita Getzoyan and Garo 
Tashian engaged the young adults present, ages 18-30, 
in discussing different ways to bring people to church, 
or at the very least, make everyone aware of the 
opportunities Sts. Vartanantz has to offer the 
community.  The possible ideas put forward were: 
attending Church as a group regularly followed by youth 
fellowship, Youth Choir, Youth Bible Study, youth 
participation in helping the Board of Trustees during 
Badarak, creation of an Armenian business network of 
Providence, the possible utilization of technology to 
connect young, tech-savvy parishioners with 
information, and the revamping of traditional 
platforms, like the E-Bulletin, to better suit smart phone 
platforms.  This is the key.  Engaging individuals to 
perform and to bring them into the circle in an inclusive 
way will ensure their much-needed and continued 
presence in church affairs. 
 

This meeting adjourned with prayer and the intention 
that current circumstances would change for the 
betterment of everyone.  This is a very large 
undertaking with many young people taking time from 
their busy lives to ensure the stability of their church for 
future generations.  The youth plans to begin their 
initiative with a Youth Attendance Day at church on 
February 16, 2014, after which they will host the 
Fellowship. On behalf of everyone involved, it is only 
fitting to thank Der Gomidas, Yeretzgeen Joanna, 
Archdeacon Hagop Khatchadourian, the Board of 
Trustees, Dalita and Garo for their efforts in this 
initiative.  Without their organization and passion, this 
issue may have festered for a good deal longer.  In the 
words of His Eminence Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, 
we as Christians, must be "with each other" and "for 
each other".   

 

ARS “ANI”  CHAPTER NEWS     
 

ARS EASTERN USA’S UNDERGRADUATE AND 
LAZARIAN GRADUATE 2014 SCHOLARSHIP 
APPLICATIONS are available.  Website scholarship 

page www.arseastusa.org.  Deadline for submitting 
applications is April 1, 2014 
 

PROVIDENCE ARS ‘ANI’ CHAPTER 
UNDERGRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP 
APPLICATIONS are now available.  Must be a RI 
Resident and in second year of college.  Call KAREN 
PILLA – 274-1033 or EMAIL KPIilla1015@gmail.com 
Deadline for submitting applications is April 1, 2014. 
 

 “ARS” DAY --- SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23:  
REQUIEM SERVICES in memory of past ARS 
members and benefactors of the Armenian Relief 
Society.  Fellowship Hour will be hosted by the ANI 
and ARAX Chapters. 
 

PROVIDENCE ‘ANI’ and ‘ARAX’ CHAPTERS will 
host its LENTEN DINNER on Wednesday, March 
12 AT 6 PM.  Proceeds will benefit the MOURAD 
ARMENIAN SCHOOL. 
 

******************* 

 

ARS Providence “Arax” Chapter News 
 

Please save the date:   The ARS Providence “Arax” 
Chapter will hold its annual Mother's Day Dinner on 
Saturday May 10, 2014.   
 

The ARS Central Committee has spearheaded the "Warm 
Home" program to provide fuel to help Syrian-Armenian 
families heat their homes during these winter months. Due 
to the ongoing conflict in Syria, most people do not have 
the funds to keep their homes warm during the fierce 
winter.  Your contribution can help warm up hearts both 
physically and emotionally.  Please contact any ARS 
member for further information or visit www.ars1910.org 

to make an online donation.   
 

The ARS Eastern USA will be hosting its Third Annual 
Online Auction during March 27 - April 6, 2014.  None 
of our vital humanitarian work would be possible without 
the generous support of our members as well as our 
communities.  We are reaching out to you, today, to 
request a gift donation for our Auction. This is an 
excellent opportunity for businesses to reach thousands of 
individuals by advertising their services to our online 
community.   Please contact chapter members for further 
information.  Thank you, in advance, for helping us make 
this year’s Online Auction a success. 
 

The ARS Eastern USA Youth Connect Program will 
take place on March 1, 2014 at New York University. 
 The program will include discussion on the social and 
economic challenges facing Armenia as well as a panel 
featuring prominent Armenian-American filmmakers, 
artists, and entrepreneurs  The program is available to any 
Armenian college-age student between the ages of 18 and 
25 years of age. For more information, please contact the 
ARS Eastern Regional Office at (617) 926-3801. 

http://www.arseastusa.org/
mailto:KPIilla1015@gmail.com
http://www.ars1910.org/


Applications for the ARS Eastern USA's Graduate and 
Undergraduate Scholarships are now available.  
Students may download the applications at 
mailto:www.arseastusa.org. Deadline for submitting all 
applications is April 1, 2014.  For further information, 
please contact the ARS Eastern USA Regional Office at 
(617)926-3801. 

“Paree Janabarh” 
to Deacon Harold Nazarian 

 

On Sunday, December 29th. Family and friends gathered in 
Aramian Auditorium to wish our Deacon Harold “paree 
janabarh” as he was preparing to depart for Antelias where 
he will be continuing to prepare for the priesthood. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

In Appreciation 
 

Harold and I would like to thank you all for 
your love, support, and heartfelt prayers as we 
continue on the journey that God had set before 
us. We are overwhelmed by all of your devotion 
and inspired by your constant encouragement.  
We will be praying for all of you… both in 
Antelias and here at home. 
Our love to all, 

Harold, Debbie and Robert Nazarian 
 

A New Year is Upon Us 
 

Please remember to remit your Annual 

Membership Dues and Stewardship 

for 2014.  Our Membership year runs 

from January 1st thru December 31st 

of each year.   

Please contact the Church Office at 

401-831-6399 if you have any 

concerns and/or are in need of an 

application. 
 
 

Parishioners, 
Please support Your Church 

 

Stewardship Envelope Books are now available from the 
Church Office.  Please obtain yours as soon as possible. 

  

 

Sts. Vartanantz Church 
Outreach Fund 

 

Please consider making a donation to the Sts. 
Vartanantz Church Outreach Fund. This 
program’s purpose is to provide financial 
help for those parishioners who have fallen on 
hard times.  All donations should be 
designated for the “Outreach Fund”.  Also, 
please note if you would like your donation to 
remain anonymous. 

mailto:www.arseastusa.org


Happy Retirement  
to our “jamgoch” 

Baron Hayrapet Taraksian 
 

 
 

 
 

Donations 
to the Rejuvenation Fund 

We very gratefully acknowledge the following 
parishioners who have made donations to our revived 
“Rejuvenation Fund” to help defray the costs of our 
much needed renovations and repairs. 
 

Joanne and Charles Mouradjian  $1,000 
 On the joyous occasion of their father, Souren’s 
 90th Birthday 

 

Donations 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Shadoian  $  500 
      In Loving Memory of Charles Shadoian 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Comella   $  100 
     In light of his winning the Grand Prize at the Armenian Fest 
 

Mr. Zaven Donabedian   $  100 
     In honor of Harry and Gail Minassian’s 50th Anniversary 
 

Ms. Anna Baghsarian    $   50 
 

Ramon and Sonia Zorabedian   $   50 
     On the occasion of Kenneth Bogosian’s retirement 

Donations continued 
 

Alan and Diane Chopy   $    50 
     In Honor of their son, Joshua, serving as the Godfather 
     of the Holy Cross 

 

Due to rising printing costs, donations to help 
off-set printing of the Gantegh would be greatly 
appreciated. 

 

Donation of Altar Candles 
 

Bedrosian, Adam and Bilzerian Families 
     In Loving Memory of Oppie Bedrosian 
 

Mrs. Madlen Chobanian 

 

Parishioners 
 

If you would like to receive your issue of the  
Gantegh electronically, please forward your email 

address to the Church Website: 
mailto:info@stsvartanantzchurch.org 

 

This would help to defray our costs greatly. 
We appreciate your consideration. 

 
 

If you and your family would like to host the 
Sunday Fellowship following Church Services, 
please call the Church Office at 401-831-6399 to 
reserve a specific Sunday in memory of a loved one, 
or in celebration of a special occasion. 
 

 
 

Spiritual Bouquet Cards  
are available for 

Prayers for Healing 
or 

Prayers for the Deceased 
 

These cards are to be sent by you to the family 
indicating your intentions.  They may be obtained at 
the Pongal or from the Church Office.  Donation for 
the cards is $10 each.  Please complete the 
appropriate form with the requested information so 
that Der Hayr may offer Silent Prayers for the 
individual(s) during the appropriate time during the 
Divine Liturgy. 

 

mailto:info@stsvartanantzchurch.org


Requiem Services 
 

February 2 
Avedis and Nancy Alahverdian; Aris Baligian and Iskouhe 
Tuktukian; Robert S. Bogosian; Virginia Giragosian; 
Vartkes Harootunian; Archbishop Hrant Khatchadourian; 
Hagop “Jack” Markarian; Sylvia Melkonian Melikian; Lucy 
Tavanian; George Tomasian, Sr.; Pailoon Torigian 
 

February 9 
Sirpohi, Yervant and Hagop Jack Hagopian; Marc G. and 
Elizabeth Jabagjorian; Vartkes Kaprielian; Yaghout and 
Simon Kibarian, and Ann Nahigian; Harriet and Nazar 
Maynazarian; Rose Saraf; Elizabeth Sarkisian; Satenig 
Stepanian; Nurik and Noubar Taraksian; Isabelle Varadian; 
Anna and Souren Yeremian 
 

February 16 
Lulu and Albert Abbey; Noyemzar Alexanian; Kurken 
Ayvasian;  Maria Czbanowski, and Horopig and Albert 
Rustelli;  Minas Dolbashian; Kachig Garabedian; Sarkis 
and Khatoon Garabedian; Sarkis Kashmanian; Angelina 
Kibarian; Charles Manoogian and Laura Harotian; Arys, 
Haig and Arax Missakian, and Melidos and Christine 
Najarian; George Mouradjian; Lucille Peterson; Ralph 
Rafaelian; Beatrice Tateosian; Esquhie and Hagop 
Toumasian 
 

February 23 
Benefactors and Deceased Members of the ARS “Ani” 
and “Arax” Chapters; Nancy Akalarian; Nazenik Akalarian; 
Guy and Sarah Asadorian; Harry Barsoian; Krikor, 
Mariam, Vartanoush, Bedros and Mariam Bedrosian; Harry 
Derderian; Kevork Hajaian; John H. Harootunian; Kerop 
Jabagjorian; Semon Johnson; Malina Kevorkian and 
Elizabeth Birkner; Vartan, Margaret and Giovanna 
Marabian,; Lillian Kuzirian; Suzane Najarian; Boghos Paul 
Sahagian; Kaloust and Takouhi Terzian; Rose Zorabedian; 
Sara and Ralph Zorabedian 
 

March 2 
Baghdasar, Souren, Boghos, Siranoush, Minas and Elmas 
Arzoomanian and Anna Nahabedian; Hagopos, Ovsanna, 
Dr. Kegham and Shavarsh Nartouni Ayvasian; Arsen and 
Mariam Babikyan and Aghavni Derderian;  Artacky 
Berberian; Minas and Margaret Dayian; Helen Fashjian; 
Satenig and John Hovhannes Garabedian;  Rev. Fr. Vartan 
Kassabian; Dikranouhi and Krikor Krikorian; Mariam and 
Yervant Manoogian; Haig Markarian, Sr.; Aroussiag 
Minassian; Parsegh and Nartig Mooradian and Melkon 
“Mal” Norigian; Moushegh “Joe” Najarian; Gulizar 
Sarkisian; Yeranuhi and Harpet Srakisian; Mugurdich 
Shaljian; Kazar, Almas, Peter and Vencenza Simonian and 
Zartar Atamian; Hrayr, Rouben, Vehanush, Stepan, 
Antranig and Vartan Stepanyan; Karapet Tashian 
 

March 9 
Helena, Hagop, Lawrence, Daniel and Dawn Adoian; 
Asadoor and Elmas Avakian; Haig Martin Baligian; Anna 
Casciano, Mary Karibian and Parensem Antonian; Lousik  

 
March 9 continued 
Dadayan; Jouhar Dappinian; Melkon Derderian, Toni 
Christine Budnick, and Soukias and Tourvanda Setian;   
Garabed, Mariam and Manoog Der Kachadourian and 
Haroutoon Andonian; Aram Markarian and Yeghishe and 
Vergine Basmajian; Leo Marsoubian; Paramaz Narzakian 
and Robert Hagopian; Genevieve Pelkey; Gregory 
Portukalian; Elizabeth, Hagop and Robert Tevekelian 
 

March 16 
Arpy “Penny” Asadoorian; Parancum, Setrag and Alice 
Bagdasarian; Frances Kizirian; Harry, Kapriel and Marinos 
Krikorian, and Oski Ornazian; Sarah Leylegian; Abraham 
Movsessian; Gevork Odabashyan; Kathy Grace Peterson; 
Sahak Sahakian; Zaven Tenkarian, Vahram Samuelian, 
Heghine Manasian and Louise Vartanian 
 

March 23 
Hagop and Aghavni Alahverdian; Alice Bedrosian, 
Margaret Kendonian and Helen Page; Margaret Der 
Manouelia; Violet Garabedian 
 

March 30 
Beatrice Manoian Bouris; Diramayr Rose Kassabian; Azniv 
and Sarkis Parseghian; Sarkis Stepanian; Roxie Surabian 

 

Eternal Rest 
 

Marion Bogosian 
Entered into Eternal Rest on December 13, 2013 

 

Donald Barkley 
Entered into Eternal Rest on December 24, 2013 

 

Martha Aramian 
Entered into Eternal Rest on January 11, 2014 

 

Fortieth Day Remembrance 
 

The Fortieth Day Requiem Service for 

Marion Bogosian 
was said on January 26, 2014 

 

The Fortieth Day Requiem Service for 

Donald Barkley 
will be said on February 2, 2014 

 

The Fortieth Day Requiem Service for 

Martha Aramian 
will be said on February 23, 2014 

 
 

 

 



Attention 
 

Deadline for the submission of articles, pictures etc. 
for publication in the Gantegh is by the 15th of the 
month prior to the issue.  Please adhere to the 
deadline and email your submissions to: 

mailto:alice@stsvartanantzchurch.org 
as this facilitates the editing process.  Thank you for 
your cooperation. 

Der Hayr amd the Board of Trustees 
 

 

Calendar of Events 
 

Feb    2  Super Bowl Party sponsored by the  
                          Providence Homenetmen 
 

Mar    2  Ladies’ Guild Vartanantz Day 
                           Celebration Dinner in 

Aramian Auditorium   1 pm 
 

May   10 ARS “Arax” – Mother’s Day Dinner 

 

 
 

The Scholarship Committee 
Of Sts. Sahag and Mesrob Armenian Church 

 
is pleased to announce that applications are now available 
for the Charles Yaghoobian, Jr. Scholarship Grants for 
2014.  Scholarship Grants will be awarded to qualified 
members of all three Armenian Churches in RI.  
Applicants must be Dues Paying Members of their Church.   
Scholarships are limited for up to 3 years only.  For an 
application and a list of eligibility requirements you may 
contact: Nathalie Yaghoobian at 401-353-2488.  The 
deadline to submit completed application and all 
documentation is April 1, 2014.  
 

 

 

2014 Providence AYF “Varantian” 
Senior Chapter Executive 

 

President – Sarah Varadian 
Vice President – Adam Aktchian 

Treasurer – Lena Minassian 
Corresponding Secretary – Narine Taraksian 

Recording Secretary – Sylvahna Menissian 
Advisors: Alice Donabedian 

          Jason Pjojian 

 

 

 

 

 

Please visit our website at 
www.stsvartanantzchurch.org 

for information regarding our 
Sunday and Armenian Schools, 
Church organizations and upcoming 
events as well as general information 
regarding your Church 
 

 

 
 

 

His Eminence, 
Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, 

Prelate of the Eastern Prelacy of the 
Armenian Apostolic Church of 

America 
Will celebrate the Divine Liturgy on 
the occasion of the Celebration of 

Sts. Vartanantz 
Sunday, March 2nd 

 

Following the Divine Liturgy and under 
the auspices of His Eminence, Dinner will 
be hosted by the Ladies’ Guild in Aramian 
Auditorium.  A program is to be presented 
by the students of the Mourad Armenian 
School. 
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Important Dates to Remember 

 

  February    2  Homenetmen Super Bowl Party 

 

  March        2  Vartanantz Celebration Dinner 

 

  May           10  ARS “Arax” Mother’s Day Dinner 

 

 

 

 


