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From Der Hayr’s Desk… 
 

Recently, I had a conversation with a wonderful 

man who was telling me about how much he 

admired his mother.  He told me that she set such a 

good example for him in so many ways, such as her 

generosity toward helping anyone in need, even 

when that meant that she would have go without 

for herself.  Her charity is a reflection of the strong 

faith and close relationship that she has in Jesus.  

But what struck me even more was what he said 

next.  He said that his mother was the most 

forgiving person that he has ever known.  He went 

on to explain that his mother was always able to 

forgive anyone who had ever harmed her in any 

way, whether with words or actions. No 

exceptions.   

 

What is the key to being able to forgive this way?  

It is when we have a truly humble appreciation of 

the depth of forgiveness that we have received 

through Jesus.  It is only when we feel in our hearts 

how much we have been forgiven that we can offer 

that same forgiveness to others.  Saint Paul explains 

it this way: "Bear with each other and forgive one 

another if any of you has a grievance against someone.  

Forgive as the Lord forgave you." (Colossians 3:13)  

And how is it that the Lord forgave us?  It was  

 

through the shedding of His blood on the cross that 

our sins were forgiven, not because we deserved it, 

but because of the "the riches of God's grace." 

(Ephesians 1:7)  In the same way, we are called to 

forgive others - not judging their worthiness for 

forgiveness, but from being thankful for the grace 

that we have received.   

 

One of our great Church Fathers, Saint John 

Chrysostom, wrote that "nothing makes us so like God 

as our readiness to forgive."  Jesus wants us to forgive 

others out of our love for Him, freeing ourselves 

from any bad feelings or resentment in our hearts.  

When we forgive out of our love for Jesus, we bring 

honor and glory to His name as we grow ever 

closer to living in His image.  May our eyes always 

be focused on our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and 

our hearts always full of forgiveness.  
 

 

SUMMER BIBLE CAMP 

IS JUST A FEW SHORT 

WEEKS AWAY! 

PLEASE BE SURE TO REGISTER 

YOUR CHILDREN SOON 

AS SPACE IS LIMITED! 
 



Our Sunday School News 
THE CLASS OF 2017 
Marie Ghajanian, Teacher 
 

The 8th grade curriculum is about the Divine Liturgy. 

Three books were used: student’s text book, “In 

Remembrance of Him,” The Divine Liturgy book, and 

the Holy Bible.  
      

Before studying the Armenian Divine Liturgy, we 

covered the basic teachings of our church. It was 

surprising to see how much the students knew of our 

church teachings. 
 

The study of the Divine Liturgy required church 

attendance during different parts of the Liturgy 

service. We attended church as the curriculum 

advised us to do. The students asked me many 

thought provoking questions. We had discussions 

about the questions, and they were able to come up 

with the correct answers. We also watched the 

Divine Liturgy on the computer in order to facilitate 

questions and answers regarding the various parts of 

the service. 
  

The Divine Liturgy of the Armenian Orthodox Church 

has four parts; Preparation, Liturgy of the Word, 

Liturgy of the Faithful, and Dismissal. We studied in 

detail the second and the third parts of the Divine 

Liturgy. 
 

For a whole month, detailed explanations were 

provided pertaining to the Nicene Creed. It was very 

important for the students to understand fully the 

basic beliefs of the Armenian Apostolic Church. 
 

The final assignment for this class was to assist the 

Board of Trustees and serve as Junior Trustees. 

Several Sundays were assigned for this task. 

 

GRADUATION CEREMONY 
 

On Sunday May 21, 2017, the 

graduates of 2017, Harry Kojoian 

and Ellie Simonian, had the 

privilege to participate in the 

first part of the Divine Liturgy: 

the preparatory service. They 

observed the vesting of the 

celebrant. Der Hayr explained to 

the students the symbolic 

meaning of each vestment. Also on 

that day, the graduates served as 

Junior Trustees. They handed out candles and 

bulletins, and Ellie handed out the doilies during Holy 

Communion. 
  

At the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy, the 

graduates proceeded down the main aisle with 

candles. They approached the altar, and each read his 

or her favorite passage from the Holy Bible, 

explaining why they chose that passage. Following is 

the passage chosen by Harry Kojoian, along with his 

explanation. 
 

Matthew 26, verses 33-35 
 “Peter replied, ‘Even if all fall away on account of  
you, I never will.’ ‘I tell you the truth,’ Jesus 
answered, ‘this very night, before the rooster crows, 
you will disown me three times.’ But Peter declared, 
‘Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown 
you.’ And all the other disciples did the same.” 
 

I chose this passage because it 
reminds me to always be loyal to 
my family, friends, and church. 
Many of my closest friends I have 
known since preschool, and we 
would do anything for each other. 
I love my family and always put 
them first. This passage 
emphasizes loyalty even during 
difficult times.  I know there will 
be times in my life when my 
loyalty is tested. I will strive to remain true to 
myself and the beliefs and values that my parents 
and my church have instilled in me.  
 

Der Hayr then lit the students' candles with light 

brought from the altar, gave them their diplomas and 

blessed them. The graduates each received a Bible as 

a gift from the Sunday School. The service ended 

with dismissal blessing. 
 

     
 



 

Sunday School Graduates, Ellie Simonian 
and Harry Kojoian, with Der Kapriel and 

their teacher, Marie Ghajanian 

──♦── 
The Sts. Vartanantz Church Bible Study members 

marked their last gathering before the  
summer break on Monday, May 22nd, with a  

wonderful fellowship and dinner. 
 

 

──♦── 
Pillars of the Prelacy Reception 

On 
Saturday, 
May 6th, a 
reception 
was held for 
Pillars of the 
Prelacy 
graciously 
hosted by 
Christopher 
and 
Manoushak Krikorian at their home in Cranston, RI.  It 
was a lovely evening of fellowship presided over by His 
Eminence, Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, who opened 
with prayer. Hagop Khatchadourian, Chairman of the 

Board of Trustees, served as the emcee for the evening, 
welcoming everyone and introducing the Rhode Island 
pillars. Hagop 
Antranigian of 
the Pillars 
Committee 
offered his 
comments 
regarding the 
importance of 
the  program 
to the ongoing 
work of the Prelacy, followed by an explanation of the 
current projects in the works provided by RI Executive 
Council member, Mark Phillips. A wonderful video 
presentation representing the various programs and 
projects of the Prelacy was prepared by Gregory 
Dosttur, Communications Officer. Der Kapriel, after 
thanking the hosts and those attending for their support, 
offered a very personal introduction of Oshagan 
Srpazan. Der Hayr focused on the vision and dedication 
of Oshagan Srpazan that has brought a continuing 
renewal to our Prelacy and has benefited all the local 
churches, including Sts. Vartanantz of Providence. 
Srpazan then offered his remarks, thanking the host 
parish, the Krikorian's and especially the Pillars.  In his 
comments, he spoke about the motto, "With Each Other, 
For Each Other," and how the church at large, the 
Prelacy and parishes complement each other for each 
other.  He added that our survival throughout the 
centuries is due to many sacrifices and the dedicated 
servants of our church, testimony to our existence in 
North America today. The evening closed with everyone 
singing Giligia, led by His Eminence, who also offered 
the benediction. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



Փրովիտէնսի Մուրատ Ազգային  

Վարժարանի Ամավերջի Հանդէս 
Նուիրուած`«Վերանորոգման  Տարի» թեմային 

Փրովիտէնսի  Մուրատ  Ազգային   Վարժարանի  

ամավերջի  հանդէսը,   տեղի   ունեցաւ   Շաբաթ, Մայիս 

20, 2017, Սրբոց Վարդանանց եկեղեցւոյ Արամեան 

սրահին մէջ։ Ներկայ էին   եկեղեցւոյս    հովիւ` Տ. 

Գաբրիէլ քհյ. Նազարեան  եւ նախկին հովիւ՝Արժ. Տ. Ա.  

Քհնյ.  Կոմիտաս Պաղսարեան։ Տէր  Հօր   բացման   

աղօթքէն, «Մեր  Հայրենիք» եւ «Թող Միշտ Պանծայ Մեր 

Հայ Դպրոց»  քայլերգներու  երգեցողութենէն  ետք, 

Խնամակալ Մարմնի ատենապետ` Պր. Յակոբ 

Խաչատուրեան յայտնեց  իր  շնորհակալական   

խօսքերը Տիկ. Անահիտ Քիպարեանին,  

ուսուցչակազմին և ծնողներուն, որոնց  

գործակցութեան  շնորհիւ յաջող տարի մը եւս 

բոլորեցինք: Ան անդրադառնալով Արամ Ա. 

Կաթողիկոսի Կոնդակին, շեշտեց վերանորոգման  ոգին 

նոր սերունդի հոգիներուն մէջ ներմուծելու  

կարեւորութիւնը հայ եկեղեցւոյ, հայ  դպրոցին, եւ քոյր  

կազմակերպութիւններու  միջոցաւ։ Մանկամսուրի եւ 

առաջին կարգի մանուկները  երգեցին զանազան երգեր 

գրաւելով բոլոր ներկաներուն սրտերը  իրենց աշխոյժ 

շարժումներով եւ ժպտուն դէմքերով։ 

 
Տնօրէնուհի`  Տիկ. Անահիտ Քիպարեան հպարտօրէն 

յայտնեց թէ յաջող կրթական տարի մը բոլորեցինք   

շնորհիւ  մեր պատուական ուսուցչուհիներուն անխոնջ 

աշխատանքներուն։ (Կցուած՝ կրնաք կարդալ 

անգլերէնով տուած իր խօսքը)։ Ան քաջալերեց որ 

անգլիախօս մանուկներ եւս  յաճախեն հայ դպրոց, 

մանաւանդ որ  Առաջնորդարանը հիմա  յատուկ 

ծրագիր մը կը մշակէ  ուսուցանելու  «հայերէնը որպէս 

երկրորդ լեզու»։ Ներկայացնելէ ետք դպրոցի 

ուսուցչակազմը   եւ   շրջանաւարտ   օգնականները,  

Տիկ.   Քիպարեան    շնորհակալութիւն   յայտնեց     այն    

ծնողներուն,  Հ.Օ.Մ.ի  ու   եկեղեցւոյ քոյր 

կազմակերպութիւններուն, որոնք յատկապէս 

օգտակար   կ’ըլլան  մեր  դպրոցին իրենց զանազան 

ծառայութիւններով: Ապա ան մեծ ուրախութեամբ 

յանձնեց  Տօքթ. Եւ Տիկին Արա Սատանեանցի կողմէ 

հաստատուած «սգալըրշիփ» նուէրը մեր 

շրջանաւարտներէն՝ Օր. Թալին Տօնոյեանին, որ 

պատուոյ յիշատակութեամբ  հայ դպրոցը աւարտելէն ի 

վեր, որպէս օգնական՝  ծառայած է  դպրոցին ու բոլոր 

եկեղեցւոյս կազմակերպութիւններուն եւ  յաջորդ տարի  

պիտի հետեւի համալսարանի հիւանդապահութեան 

ճիւղին։ 

  
Յայտագրի երկրորդ բաժնով, վերի կարգի 

աշակերտները «Վերանորոգումի» թեմային  պատշաճ 

ոգիով, ներկայացուցին  Կոմիտաս Վարդապետի 

կենսագրութիւնը եւ ապա երգեցին փունջ մը 

Կոմիտասի երգերէն, դաշնակի ընկերակցութեամբ՝ 

երգի դասատու   Պրն. Ռաֆֆի Ռշտունիի եւ ջութակի 

ընկերակցութեամբ՝ մանկամսուրի ուսուցչուհի՝ Օր. 

Նարէ Մկրտիչեանի, մեր վարժարանի  երկու 

շրջանաւարտներուն, որոնք այժմ կը պաշտօնավարեն  

որպէս ուսուցիչ։ Կոմիտաս Վարդապետի ծնունդէն 

մօտ 150 տարիներ ետք, մեր նոր սերունդի 

աշակերտները, վերանորոգուած Կոմիտասի շունչով, 

երգեցին անոր հաւաքած ու ձայնագրած  հին երգերը, 

փաստելով որ նոր սերունդը  յարգելով իր անցեալի 

արժէքները  կը քալէ դէպի փայլուն ապագայ։ Յատուկ 

ծաղկեփունջով պատուուեցաւ նաեւ մեր շատ սիրելի 

նախկին հովիւը՝ Արժ. Տ. Քհնյ. Կոմիտաս   

Պաղսարեանը, որ 17 տարիներու  Սրբոց Վարդանանց 

եկեղեցւոյ  իր հովուութեան ընթացքին, Կոմիտաս 

վարդապետի շունչով, մկրտած ու ներշնչած  է բեմի 

վրայ կայնող գրեթէ բոլոր աշակերտները։ «Լորգէ» 

խանդավառ պարի կատարումով, հանդէսը իր 

աւարտին հասաւ, որմէ ետք եկեղեցւոյս հովիւ՝ Տ. 

Գաբրիէլ քհյ. Նազարեան շնորհաւորեց Մուրատ 

ազգային  վարժարանի   տնօրէնուհին,  ուսուցչակազմը 

եւ աշակերտները տարուայ թեմային  պատշաճ  եւ   

բծախնդրօրէն պատրաստուած յայտագրին համար։     

Հանդէսը փակուեցա Տէր Հօր աղօթքով։ 

 

 

 
 

 
 



MOURAD ARMENIAN SCHOOL 
Mrs. Anahid Kibarian's 2017 Hantes  Message 

 

Catholicos Aram I designated 2017 as the "Year of 

Renewal." In his encyclical, he calls upon the 

Armenian youth to be standard bearers of the task of 

renewal since they are knowledgeable of current 

conditions and challenges of the world.  The youth 

feel the need for renewal and can bring important 

help with their expertise and new ideas to the renewal 

effort. 
 

What is the Mourad 

Armenian School 

doing to prepare our 

youth to participate 

in renewal?  Our 

prime mission is to 

teach the Armenian 

language, history, and 

culture to our youth 

to preserve and 

maintain our 

heritage.  There are 

signs that we are succeeding in our goals when we see 

our students and graduates serving on the altar, 

participating in the choir, functioning as Board of 

Trustee members, teaching in the Armenian School, 

and leading Homenetmen Scouts.  Most importantly, 

many of our graduates are now bringing their own 

children to Armenian School and having them 

participate in every aspect of our church, renewing 

our community just  as the Catholicos envisions. 
 

The Mourad Armenian School is itself in perpetual 

renewal.  From the time of its founding in 1934 by 

Genocide survivors to today, our school is forever 

changing. Each year, new students, parents, and 

teachers bring a fresh perspective to the school that 

inspires us to evolve our curriculum.  It is they who 

make us better.  But what is always the same, and 

always will be the same, is our commitment to 

instilling our love of Armenian language, history and 

culture into all of our students. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



~ MEN'S CLUB NEWS ~ 

The Sts. Vartanantz Church Men's Club held its "Holy 

Smoke" night of fellowship on Friday, May 26th, just 

as the rain cleared. Close to 30 men came together 

for wings, prepared and donated by Armand Kibarian, 

and pizza, donated by Chef Billy Manzo, owner of 

Federal Hill Pizza, and a delicious cake prepared by 

Yn. Debbie. Chairman Tom Kizirian had prepared the 

grounds for the gathering, and the men enjoyed the 

food, cigars, beverages, and camaraderie. 
 

 

Board of Trustee Chairman, Hagop Khatchadourian, 

and Der Kapriel shared information about the needs 

of those in the Syrian Armenian community. The 

Men's Club of Sts. Vartanantz Church works to help 

the church whenever asked, as well as others in need, 

such as feeding the homeless, fixing the Oakland 

Cemetery,  and on this occasion, the Armenians who 

remain in Syria, a place where many of our ancestors 

were once forced to walk through and into the desert 

during the Genocide. Many stayed behind and built 

thriving and productive communities. Unfortunately, in 

recent years, they have had to live under some of the 

worst conditions imaginable.  

 

On this night, the message was very clear that we 

have not forgotten them. It was made obvious as 

many of the men gave more than the admission 

charge for this worthy cause. All proceeds from the 

event, over $1,000, are being donated to our brothers 

and sisters in Syria who continue to need our help. 

 

 

Memorial Day Service 
On Monday, May 29th, the Homenetmen hosted the 

annual Memorial Day Service at Armenian Heritage 

Park on Douglas Avenue in Providence, with assistance 

from the Sts. Vartanantz Church Men's Club. Despite the 

rain, many people attended to remember those who have 

passed. The requiem service was performed by both Der 

Gomidas and Der Kapriel, and the hymns were sung by 

members of the church choir. The Homenetmen Scouts 

served as honor guard and led those gathered in both the 

Star Spangled Banner and Mer Hairenik. Remarks were 

offered by Aram Garabedian, as well as Almas Kalafian, 

who spoke about the Smith Hill Library and all it has 

offered the Armenian community since its inception. 

Following the service, a wonderful fellowship was held 

at the Brooklyn Coffee and Tea House down the street 

from the park. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Altar Candles 
 

In Loving Memory of Edward S. Kopoian 
 on the occasion of his 40th Day Remembrance 
 by his two daughters, Karen and Kathryn 
 

In Loving Memory of Garo Tarbinian 
 by his grandchildren 
 

In Loving Memory of Manuel Tavitian and 
 Soula Tavitian 
 by Paylazo and Shoghig Tavitian 
  

Altar Flowers 
 

In Loving Memory of Marion Bramley 
 by Anthony Bahian, Mr. & Mrs. Russell 
 Bramley 
 

In Loving Memory of Stella Takian, Eugenia 
 Pjojian, Mary Markarian, and Genieve Takian 
 by the Takian and Pjojian Families 
 

In Loving Memory of Christine Nazarian White 
 by the Nazarian and White Families 
 

In Loving Memory of Krikor and Baizar 
 Garabedian 
 by their daughters, Elyse, Louise and Rosette 
 

In Loving Memory of Garo Tarbinian 
 by his grandchildren 

 

In Loving Memory of Setrag and Okia Balemian 
 & Family, and Dr. Edward A. Dayian 
 by Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Balemian and Family 
 and Helen Dayian 
 

Sts. Vartanantz Church Outreach Fund 
 

 

Please consider making a donation to the  
Sts. Vartanantz Church Outreach Fund. This 
program’s purpose is to provide financial help for 
those parishioners who have fallen on hard times. 
All donations should be designated for the 
“Outreach Fund." Also, please note if you would 
like your donation to remain anonymous. 
 

The following donations were designated for the 
Outreach Fund: 
 

Ashukian and Quam Families 
  In Loving Memory of their beloved mother and 
 father, Isabel & Oscar H. Ashukian               $ 400 
 

Anonymous        $   50 
 

CORRECTION: Please note that the $500 
donation made in loving memory of her 
husband, Paul Dolbashian, was made by 
Alice Dolbashian. I apologize for any 
confusion this error may have caused. 
 

Donations  
 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Atamian and Family          $ 500 
 In Loving Memory of Georges Atamian on the 
 occasion of his 40th Day Remembrance to be 
 held on June 18th 
 

The Loving Family of Martha Aramian           $ 200 
 In appreciation for the Memorial Day service 
 held at Armenian Heritage Park on May 29th 
 

Drs. Srecko and Aida Pogacar      $ 200 
 In Loving Memory of Agop & Verkin Kessimian 
 

The ARF Providence Kristapor Gomideh        $ 100 
 In appreciation for use of the church facilities during 
 the Khanasor-Shushi picnic 
 

The Hamazkayin Armenian Educational 
 Society of Rhode Island                   $ 100 
 In appreciation for use of the church facilities for 
 dance practices 
 

Bill and Betty Manzo                     $  50 
 In appreciation to both Der Gomidas and Der Kapriel 
 for their many visits to Bill 
 

Special thanks to the Virginia & Spanish 
Peanut Co. and the Kaloostian Family for 
their generous donation of all the peanut 

butter used to make the bahotz kufta  
during the Lenten Season! 

 

Spiritual Bouquet Cards 

are available for 

Prayers for Healing or Deceased 
These cards are to be sent by you to the family indicating 
your intentions.  They may be obtained at the Pongal or 
from the Church Office.  Donation for the cards is $10 each. 
Please complete the appropriate form with the requested 
information so that Der Hayr may offer Silent Prayers for 
the individual(s) at the appropriate time during the Divine 
Liturgy. 

 

Please note that the Summer Schedule 
is now in effect. 

Soorp Badarak begins at 9:30 am 



2017 Easter Youghakin  Donations  
 

$1500 
Mr. James H. Surabian 
$1200 
Mr. & Mrs. Vartges Engustian 
$1000 
Anonymous; Mr. Aram G. Garabedian; Mr. Everett Marabian 
and Family; Mr. & Mrs. Antranig Mesrobian, Stepan, Mark & 
Bried; Mrs. Lucy Rafaelian  
$750 
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Bogosian 
$500 
Ricky and Rebecca Rafaelian Caruolo;  Ms. Christine J. 
Engustian, Esq.; Hrant and Victoria Jamjyan;  Ms. Shakay 
Kizirian;  Mrs. Lillian Markarian; Mr. John Takian 
$300 
Vahe and Hasmik Arslanyan; Mrs. Lucy Kroian; Mrs. Anahid 
Varadian 
$250 
Mr. Antranig Avakian;  Mr. and Mrs. Armen Garabedian; Mr. 
& Mrs. Richard Magarian 
$225 
Ms. Beverly Najarian  
$200 
Mrs. Sylvia Hajian and Family; Mr. & Mrs. Martin Kalagian; 
David and Judy Manoogian; Mr. & Mrs. Charles and Kathy 
Mouradjian  
$150 
Mrs. Alice Bennett;  Mr. George M. Gregorian; Ms. Joanne 
Mouradjian; Mr. Ardashes Nahabedian   
$100 
Mr. Kevork Andonian of Toronto, Canada; Ararat 
Association;  Robert and Mariam Atamian; Ken and Rose 
Balemian; Mr. & Mrs. George Baligian; Ms. Martina Baligian; 
Ms. Mileta Barsegov; Mr. Peter “Doc” Bedrosian;  Mrs. Mary 
Bedrossian; Jon and Paula Burke and Family; Mrs. Shirley 
Derderian; Simon and Betty Der Muksian; Ms. Mary 
Fermanian & Mrs. Queenie Haboian; Elyse, Louise and 
Rosette Garabedian; Mr. Garry Giragosian; Mrs. Arpy 
Jerozal; Mr. & Mrs. Stepan Kanarian; Mr. & Mrs. Edward 
Kopoian; Harry and Claire Kushigian; Mrs. Noreen Melikian 
LaFazia; Mrs. Mary Legros; Joseph and Beverly Leylegian; 
Megerdichian Family; Mrs. Sara Mouradjian; Mr. Armenag 
Palian; Mr. & Mrs. Garbis Parseghian; Mark and Hasmig 
Phillips; Mr. & Mrs. Robert Pjojian; The Sadaniantz Family; 
Arshag, Suzanne, and Melissa Simonian; David and Marjorie 
(Ovoian) Sluter; Ms. Janice Votolato; Mrs. Joyce Yeremian; 
Mr. & Mrs. Ramon Zorabedian    
$75 
Mr. & Mrs. Zak Asatrian; Mr. & Mrs. Sarkis Yepremian    
$50 
Mrs. Shooshig Aghjayan and Mr. & Mrs. Ara Getzoyan; Mrs. 
Melina Akalarian; Ms. Emma Bagdasarian; Ms. Iulia 
Barsegova;  Honorable Haiganush Bedrosian; Mrs. Genevieve 
Torigian Dallaire; Mr. & Mrs. Spiros Dionisopoulos; Hagop 
and Salpi Donoyan; Elizabeth, Michael and Stephen 
Elmasian; Mrs. Jeanne Fusco; Hagop and Marie Ghajanian; 
Mrs. Van Karoghlanian; Mr. Hrant Khatchadourian; Mrs. 
Hazel Kizirian; Chris and Violet Krikorian; Mrs. Rose-Marie 

Krikorian; Mrs. Martha Mantaian; Mrs. Marian Murray; Mr. & 
Mrs. Vahe Oharonian; Dick and Madeline Palian; Mrs. 
Margaret Rueb; Mrs. Ann Tikoian; Mrs. Agnes Toumasian; 
Michael and Lucille Toumasian; Mrs. Marlene Vichabian  
$40 
Anonymous; Rich and Sonia (Soultanian) Matulewicz; Mr. & 
Mrs. Charles Nazarian;  Mr. & Mrs. Charles Palian 
$30 
Ms. Aurora Emdjian; Ms. Suzanne Sosi Kaprielian; Mr. 
George Topalian   
$25 
Mr. Harry Aharonian; Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Arevian; Mr. Gary 
Atamian; Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Babigian;  Mr. Anthony 
Bahian; Mrs. Rose Barsoian; Jasper and Rita Bedrosian; Mr. & 
Mrs. Gary Berard; Mrs. Agnes Bianco; Ms. Victoria 
Budzynski; David and Suzanne Charello; Mrs. Agnes 
Connery; Ms. Helen Dayian;  Mrs. Margaret Goodwin; Mr. & 
Mrs. Hovagimian; Mr. & Mrs. Sarkis Jamgochian;  Mr. & Mrs. 
Setrak Jawharjian; Kachadour and Marilyn Kojoian; Mr. & 
Mrs. Michael Kojoian; Mrs. Aroussiak Krikorian; Mr. Aram 
Madoian; John and June Mangassarian; Mrs. Sarah Matigian; 
Jean Goshgarian Michael and Family; George and Margaret 
Moorachian; Mrs. Gloria Nahabedian;  Ms. June A. 
Narzakian; Mr. & Mrs. Norayr Palandjian;  Mr. & Mrs. 
Edward Paolino; Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Peterson;  Paul and 
Gayle Riesselman; Ms. S. Sylvia Simonian;  Mr. & Mrs. 
Hayrapet Taraksian; Mrs. Seta Tarbinian; Mrs. Susan 
Varadian Tashjian; Armen and Martha Tenkarian  
$20 
Anonymous; Ms. Roxanne Arakelian; Bagdasarian Family; 
Mrs. Marie Donabedian; Mrs. Virginia Gregorian; Mr. Harry 
Hajian; Mrs. Beatrice Kendrjian; Mr. Charles Sarkisian; Mr. 
Dickran Shiranian 
$15 
Mrs. Beverly Kinoian Vileno 
$10 
Anonymous; Ms. Roberta Babigian; Mrs. Rose Babigian; 
Bagdasarian Family; Ms. Marilyn J. Berberian; Ms. Antoinette 
Diarbi; Mrs. Helen Berberian Franklin; Ed and Linda 
Hurteau; Mr. Avetis Oundjian; Ms. Mari Panosian; Ms. Annie 
Surabian 
$5 
Anonymous 
 

Parishioners 
Please remember to remit your 2017 Membership and 
Stewardship Form, along with the appropriate 
payment as soon as possible.  Membership Dues are as 
follows: 

$100 (26 & older)  
$50 Senior Citizen (65 & older)        

$25 (18 - 25 yrs. of age) 
For your convenience, we offer the availability of credit 
card transactions, as well as automatic re-occurring Dues 
and Stewardship payments.  Information is on the 
Membership/Stewardship Form, or you may contact the 
Church Office at 401-831-6399 for further information.  
Your continuous and unwavering support is what sustains 
the well-being of our Church. 

 



Requiem Services 
 

June 11 
Arpine Aznavorian; Alice Bagian; Dr. Edward A. 
Dayian; Sarah Kachadourian; Armenouhi Kanarian; 
Ousanna Kazandjian; Antranik Khatchadourian; 
Katherine Manoogian; Mesia and Hyganoush 
Michaelian; Mardiros Serabian; M. Allen Shartzer and 
Kachadour Melikian; Stepan Stepanian; Genieve Takian 
 

June 18 
Rosalie Ahlijanian; Kazar Aramian; Adrina Baligian; 
Parazem Dagermandjian; Tamar and Manoog 
Engustian; Arshag, Tarviz, Richard and Geraldine 
Gudoian; Verkin and Agop Kessimian; Stephen Sr. and 
Stephen La Fazia Jr.; Sarkis and Pereza, Peter and 
Barbara, Sarkis and Ruth, and Charles Matoian; John 
Ornazian and Giragos Manoog Giragosian; Serob 
Tahmassian; Ohannes, Elizabeth and Lucy Tavanian; 
Haig Varadian 
 

June 25 
Azniv Killerjian Aposhian; Asadour and Siranoush 
Boyajian; Michael Boyajian; Khatchik Emdjian; Manoog, 
Calipse, and George "Frenchy" Gregorian, and Krikor 
and Agavnie Esraelian; Anna Kashmanian; Donig, 
Varvar and Mary Markarian, and Thomas Sr., Thomas 
Jr., and Margaret DePalma; Seta Missakian; Arys, Haig 
and Arax Missakian, and Melidos and Christine 
Najarian; Elizabeth Ogasian; Lucia  and Armen 
Tamamian; Annie Tomasian  
 

July 2 
Haig Aghjayan; Bessie Bogosian and Victoria Margosian; 
Ohan Dolbashian; Krikor Elmasian; Oski “Rusty”, 
Shabough, Siranoush, Hampartzoom, Oski, Arshag and 
Anita Hagopian, and Margaret and Stanley Askew Sr.; 
Edward Karoghlanian; Hykas Krikorian; Elizabeth 
Altounian Longo; Azbar Agnes Nalbandian; Sarkis 
Panosyan; Peter B. Tikoian; Paroonag Topalian; Hazel 
and Gabriel Vescuso 
 

July 9 
Freddy Aurelio; Helen Araxie Baligian; Setrag Elmayan;  
Harry Garabedian; Harry Hamamjian; Vasken 
Harootunian; Archalois and Arakel Kabakian, and 
Aharon  and Hagop Pashayan; Tourvanda Marsoubian; 
Megerdich Megerdichian; Dr. Charles Nahabedian; 
Elizabeth Torigian; Nvard Donabedian Vaughan  
 

July 16 
Richard Albanese; Babig Babigian; Vahan Bajakian; 
Kenneth Antranig Baronian; Maria Dasdagulian; Archie 
Derderian; Mary, Charles Garabed and Anna Derderian; 
John DerManouelian; Ankina and Garabed Charles 
Enokian and Esgoohi Margosian; Russell Gasparian; 
Isabel K. Jordan; Virginia Madoian; Rory Pichi; Arpine 
Souvalian; Emily Takian; Cacilia Taraksian; Sirouhi 
“Sue” and Serpouhe Topalian 

July 23 - No Requiem Services - Feast of the 
Transfiguration 
 

July 30 
Sarkis Abrahamian, Setrak Ajemian, Vatche Daghlian, 
Ara Kulrjlian and Simon Yahniyan; Harry Ahlijanian, 
Araxie, Kheran, Krikor and Charles Krikorian, Nazely 
Avakian, and Takouhie Tavitian; Florence Ajemian; 
Nishan Akalarian; Anitza and Haoutiun Avakian; 
Heropsima Derakjian; Vagarshag and Margaret 
Derderian; Antranig, Maritza, Boghos and Elmas 
Gurghigian; Suren Ivanyan; Aram Kachadourian; 
Isabella Kashmanian; Jirair Kendrjian; Garabed Charles  
Maynazarian; Rose Peligian; Robert Sahagian; 
Archpriest Rev. Dr. Mesrob Tashjian; Beatrice Tateosian;  
Adom and Aghavni Tenkarian; Elizabeth Vagshenian; 
Barsam Zorabedian 
 

August 6 
Laura Albanese; Virginia, Leo, Aris and Aghavnie 
Arslanian; Mary Ashukian; Anahid Bedrosian; Anna 
Bedrosian; Hagop Hatzpanian; Harry Kasparian; 
Elizabeth Onanian; Noubar Souvalian; Melkon 
Varadian; Moorad Vartanian  
 

August 13 - No Requiem Services - Feast of the 
Assumption of the Holy Mother of God 
 

August 20 
Oscar Ashukian; Ofrand Auclair; Grace and David 
Bogoian; Hovannes Dedyan; Diruhi Garabedian; 
Peniamu, Krikor, Garo and Harutioun Garabedian; 
Samuel Kaprielian; Elizabeth Marabian; Vartouhie and 
Bedros Markarian, and Takouhi and Kazar Essaian; 
Hasmig Merdinian; Mary Minassian;  Sarkis, Misak and 
Ossuna Nadjarian; Vartanush and Gevork Odabashyan; 
Jack Toumasian; John “Jay” Varadian; Lucine Zadourian 
 

August 27 
John J. Aharonian; Gebrail Aprahamian; Satenig Sophie 
Arevian; Arakci Balian; Elize Donoyan; Haroutiun 
Jerejian; Shahen Kanarian; Vergine and Solomon 
Karentz; Vartan Keshijian; Angel Khatchadourian; 
Harry, Nazalie and Dr. Gabriel Kojoian; Sarkis Kozinian; 
Lucy Mangasarian; Agnes Bedrossian Melikian; Leon 
Nacaroglu; Harry D. and Jivan Stepanian and Vartig and 
Bedros Haratounian; Kacheg Topalian; Harry 
Toumasian 
 

September 3 
Agnooni Baligian; Margaret Barsamian; Louis A. Bianco; 
Neshan Dolbashian; Garabed Giragosian; Dr. Harold 
Jordan; Mariam Khoulian; Anna Louise, Vartkes, 
Dickranouhi, Mesrob and Zorab Kimatian, and Azniv, 
Hagop and Leo Toomanian; Bagdasar, Martha, Hagop, 
and Takouhi Leylegian; Manas Manasian; Varsenig 
Agnes Markarian; Marinos Nahabedian; Sahag, Victoria, 
Mugurdich, Ethel and Michel III Palian, Susie Silvarian, 
and Takouhi and Marderos Chadirjian; Thomas V. 
Sahagian Sr.; Beatrice Virginia Samuelian 



Eternal Rest 
 

Malcolm P. Kaloustian 
Entered into Eternal Rest on May 9, 2017 

 

Georges Atamian 
Entered into Eternal Rest on May 10, 2017 

  

Gloria Zaroogian 
Entered into Eternal Rest on May 30, 2017 

 

Fortieth Day Remembrances 
 

The Fortieth Day Requiem Service for 
Malcolm P. Kaloustian 

will be said on June 18, 2017 
 

The Fortieth Day Requiem Service for 
Georges Atamian 

will be said on June 18, 2017 

 

The Fortieth Day Requiem Service for 
Gloria Zaroogian 

will be said on July 9, 2017 
 

Please Note!! Summer is Here!! 
Now is the time to SIGN UP for our 
WEEKLY E-BULLETIN by emailing the 
church office at: 

pauline@stsvartanantzchurch.org 
Keep up with all our church news on a weekly 
basis and in color with the E-Bulletin! We 
encourage you to sign up now! 

 

Sacramental Events 
 

Baptisms: 
Ziwei Li 

 Parents: Baocong Li - Lanming Zhang 
 Born:    June 4, 1993 
  Baptized:   May 6, 2017 
 Godfather:   Manoog Kaprielian 
 

Natalia Paris Metellus 
 Parents: Glomes Metellus & Laura Ogasian 
 Born:    May 3, 2016 
  Baptized:   May 7, 2017 
 Godparents:   William Rivelli & Heather Bogossian 
 

Arabella Petra Makarian 
 Parents: Tigran Makarian 
   Alexandra Borgman-Brouwer 
 Born:    May 20, 2016 
  Baptized:   May 27, 2017 
 Godparents:   Andrew and Deana Arsenian 

Memorial Day Remembrance for Survivors of 
the 1915 Armenian Genocide 

Armenian Heritage Park - May 29, 2017 
 

"Shout Out" of Appreciation for Smith Hill Library! 
A Century of Providing Armenians with Educational, 

Cultural, and Social Excellence 
 

 During the early 1900's, it was the Smith Hill area of 
Providence where scores of Armenian immigrants settled. 
The majority migrated here alone and would be forever 
separated from their families. Too many would be haunted 
by memories of witnessing widespread massacre throughout 
their homeland. What would America be like for them? 
How would they begin to adjust to their new neighborhood 
surroundings and culture? 
 Incredibly, at the same time Armenians began settling in 
Smith Hill, development of public libraries began to emerge. 
By 1900, expansion of library service was highly regarded as 
the means to heightened literacy and personal 
empowerment. Most importantly, the right to utilize 
libraries opened up to include children during that time. 
 How fortunate it was for our Armenian forefathers and 
their children to be living in the Smith Hill area where one 
of the first public libraries in RI existed. In 1911, the first 
Smith Hill library, called the North End Branch, was built 
on Orms Street. Later, in 1930, construction began on 
Candace Street to erect the Smith Hill Library as we know it 
today. For decades, Armenian families loved what this 
library did for them. 
 It was in Spring 2015 when the opportunity came about 
for Armenians to extend their appreciation to Smith Hill. 
Library managers Alan Gunther, Jennifer Romans, and 
Althea Graves invited Anna-Marie Danayan to their facility 
to speak about the 100th Anniversary of the Armenian 
Genocide. As Tom Kizirian noted, "The flood gates opened 
up" when he and other members of Sts. Vartanantz Church 
Men's Club entered the library. Having grown up there 
decades ago, they had long since moved out of Smith Hill. 
All were astonished by the library's lasting beauty, the 
ongoing commitment to provide traditional library services 
and, at the same time, the addition of new ways to make the 
library a vibrant community center. As a result, the members 
of Sts. Vartanantz Church Men's Club and others from the 
Armenian community are now donating their time serving 
on the Smith Hill, Friends of the Library group. The 
character of people is truly demonstrated when they grasp 
the opportunity to rightly "give back" for the good done by 
others in the past for them! 
 

 Almas Kalafian, Retired Trustee, Providence Community Library 

Please visit our website at  
http://www.stsvartanantzchurch.org 

for information regarding our Sunday and Armenian 
Schools, Church organizations, upcoming events, as 

well as general information regarding our Church 

mailto:info@stsvartanantzchurch.org
http://www.stsvartanantzchurch.org/


Sts. Vartanantz Church – AYF Youth Center Renovations Update 

 

 

  

The AYF Room prior to the clean up. The AYF Room after being cleaned up. 

The AYF Youth Center undergoing renovations. 

The AYF Youth Center renovations were carefully planned and budgeted to assure things would get done 

properly.  The total project budget is roughly $35,000.  In order to ensure that this project not become a burden 

on the church's finances, the AYF is hoping to receive more donations from our community supporters.  

Currently, we have raised $11,185!!!, and that includes a very generous donation of $6850…thank you to 

Martha Mantaian!  That means we’ve received $4,335 from the other supporters who already donated, and we 

are confident that our Providence community will offer even more financial support.  Please, don’t miss helping 

out on this wonderful project. Every single donation is appreciated.  The good news is, to date, we have spent 

approximately $9,750 which is almost exactly on budget with the work that has already been accomplished.  

The renovations are looking nice, and we’re very excited to complete the remaining work so that all the young people  

of our community can have a beautiful youth center in which to meet and create some wonderful memories.  

Please send your donations to the church office, made payable to Sts. Vartanantz Church, with AYF Youth 

Center in the memo, or contact any of the individuals below.  Thank you for your support! 

Hrant Khatchadourian (401) 714-4884 khatchadourianh@yahoo.com 

Garo Tashian  (401) 450-7103 garabed.tashian@gmail.com 
Raffi Rachdouni    (401) 226-2305   raffi.rachdouni@homenetmen.org 

NEW DONATIONS 
Sofie Garabedian          $ 50.00 
Mr. & Mrs. Oscar DerManouelian      $ 25.00 

mailto:khatchadourianh@yahoo.com
mailto:garabed.tashian@gmail.com
mailto:raffi.rachdouni@homenetmen.org


PROVIDENCE HOMENETMEN NEWS! 
 

The Homenetmen of Providence, R.I., will host the 
27th Annual Homenetmen Eastern United States 
Navasartian Games on Fourth of July weekend 
(July 1-4). 
 
The Providence community recently announced the 
launch of the Navasartian Games website. All the 
information about the games is now in one 
convenient location. Attendees can now book hotel 
rooms, purchase dance tickets, and buy ads in the 
ad book. 
 
Hotel 
The Providence Biltmore, located in the heart of 
downtown Providence, will be the headquarters for 
the weekend. Rooms are still available to reserve 
for an affordable rate of $129 for a single and $139 
for a double. Rooms are filling up fast so be sure to 
make your reservations as soon as possible. 
Please call  401-421-0700  and mention 
“Homenetmen” for the discounted room rate.  
Or follow this link when booking online:  
https://secure3.hilton.com/en_US/qq/reservation/bo
ok.htm?inputModule=HOTEL&ctyhocn=PVDCUQQ
&spec_plan=HOMENE&arrival=20170630&departu
re=20170704&cid=OM,WW,HILTONLINK,EN,Direc
tLink&fromId=HILTONLINKDIRECT 
  
Athletic Facilities 
Athletic events will be taking place at East 
Greenwich High School (300 Avenger Dr, East 
Greenwich, R.I. 02818). Swimming will take place 
at Park View Middle School (25 Park View Blvd #1, 
Cranston, R.I. 02910). Transportation to and from 
the hotel will be provided for hotel guests. 
  
Dance 
The Sunday night dance will feature Kevork 
Artinian and Band at the Providence Biltmore at 8 
p.m. Monday night’s Victory Gala Dinner Dance will 
feature Elie Berberian and Band at the Rhode 
Island Convention Center. Dinner will begin at 7 
p.m. with the dance to follow. 
You can purchase your dance tickets and VIP 
packages here: https://navasartian.ticketleap.com/   
  
Ad Book 
We strongly encourage all to take out an ad in this 
year’s ad book. The deadline to submit an ad book 
form has been extended to June 10, 2017. Link to ad 
book form: https://www.navasartianeusa.com/ad-book-
online-submission 
Be sure to follow us on social media to stay up to 
date with the Navasartian Games. 

Website: https://www.navasartianeusa.com 
Facebook: 
 https://www.facebook.com/navasartian.eusa/ 
Twitter: @NavasartianEast 
Instagram: Navasartian.East 
Snapchat: navasartianeast 
 

 
 

 

tel:(401)%20421-0700
https://secure3.hilton.com/en_US/qq/reservation/book.htm?inputModule=HOTEL&ctyhocn=PVDCUQQ&spec_plan=HOMENE&arrival=20170630&departure=20170704&cid=OM,WW,HILTONLINK,EN,DirectLink&fromId=HILTONLINKDIRECT%20
https://secure3.hilton.com/en_US/qq/reservation/book.htm?inputModule=HOTEL&ctyhocn=PVDCUQQ&spec_plan=HOMENE&arrival=20170630&departure=20170704&cid=OM,WW,HILTONLINK,EN,DirectLink&fromId=HILTONLINKDIRECT%20
https://secure3.hilton.com/en_US/qq/reservation/book.htm?inputModule=HOTEL&ctyhocn=PVDCUQQ&spec_plan=HOMENE&arrival=20170630&departure=20170704&cid=OM,WW,HILTONLINK,EN,DirectLink&fromId=HILTONLINKDIRECT%20
https://secure3.hilton.com/en_US/qq/reservation/book.htm?inputModule=HOTEL&ctyhocn=PVDCUQQ&spec_plan=HOMENE&arrival=20170630&departure=20170704&cid=OM,WW,HILTONLINK,EN,DirectLink&fromId=HILTONLINKDIRECT%20
https://secure3.hilton.com/en_US/qq/reservation/book.htm?inputModule=HOTEL&ctyhocn=PVDCUQQ&spec_plan=HOMENE&arrival=20170630&departure=20170704&cid=OM,WW,HILTONLINK,EN,DirectLink&fromId=HILTONLINKDIRECT%20
https://navasartian.ticketleap.com/
https://www.navasartianeusa.com/ad-book-online-submission
https://www.navasartianeusa.com/ad-book-online-submission
https://www.navasartianeusa.com/
https://www.facebook.com/navasartian.eusa/


ANC-RI NEWS 

The Armenian National Committee of Rhode Island 

(ANC-RI) held an instructional workshop for its current 

and prospective members on Saturday, May 13
th

.   The RI 

participants were joined by members of the Boston and 

Hartford ANC Chapters, as well as members of the 

Armenian Youth Federation (AYF) Central Hai Tahd 

Council.  In all, 22 participants were present for two 

sessions. 
    

Session 1:  Mock session of the RI House of 

Representatives. 

The morning session, which began at 10:00 a.m. in the 

House Chambers of the Rhode Island State House, had 

an external focus. The session was created to enhance 

members’ communication skills and to provide 

guidelines of the “do’s and don’ts” when lobbying for 

legislation.   

Throughout the session, each participant was designated 

as a State Representative and seated at a desk in the 

chambers.  Each desk provided access to the Chamber’s 

microphone and sound system, as well as the electronic 

voting board.  

Mayor Scott Avedisian of Warwick, RI, who graciously 

attended the session while traveling between two 

college graduation ceremonies, led the gathering in 

reciting the Pledge of Allegiance and offered his remarks 

and best wishes.  For purposes of the workshop, serving 

as Speaker of the House was State Rep. Katherine 

Kazarian (District 63), and serving as Majority Leader was 

State Rep. Aaron Regunberg (Dist 4).  ANC-RI member 

Pauline Getzoyan served as the House Clerk. 

During the mock session, the “Representatives” were 

asked to debate two bills.  The “representatives” were 

not allowed to choose whether they would speak for or 

against each bill, rather they were told which side of the 

debate they had to support. The topic of the first bill 

focused on recognition of the Armenian Genocide, while 

the second bill addressed recognition of Artsakh’s 

Independence. 
  

Session 2:  Discussion Groups 

Following lunch, the workshop continued at the church 

with Session 2 focusing on widening the ANC’s reach 

and increasing its footprint in communities. The 

participants formed three groups and were asked to 

discuss the following topics: effective lobbying, coalition 

building in the non-Armenian Community, press and 

public relations, and community outreach within the 

Armenian community. The groups reconvened at the end 

of the day to present their thoughts and provide 

suggestions related to each topic.  

The ANC-RI thanks RI Speaker of the House Nick 

Matiello, George Varky Kaprielian (photographer), Mayor 

Avedisian, Rep. Kazarian, Rep. Regunberg, and the ANC 

Eastern Region staff for their roles in supporting this 

successful and productive workshop. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to All 

of Our Graduates 
We wish you much success in all  

of your future endeavors. 

If you are interested in participating in our 
Graduates' Pages which will appear in a special 
August issue of the Gantegh, please submit your 
name and picture, as well as a brief bio, via email  

to: pauline@stsvartanantzchurch.org   
no later than July 15th. 

Any questions, please call Pauline at 401-831-6399. 



ARF PROVIDENCE  
KRISTAPOR GOMIDEH 

2017 Executive 

Chairman: Unger Hagop Donoyan 

Vice Chairman: Ungerouhi Paula Burke 

Treasurer: Ungerouhi Melissa Danielian 

Secretary: Unger Sarkis Varadian 

Correspondent: Unger Andrew Bagdasarian 
 

Contact Info: kristapor.gomideh@gmail.com 
 

PROVIDENCE ARF WELCOMES BUREAU 
REPRESENTATIVE TO RHODE ISLAND 

 

 

The Providence "Kristapor" Gomidehoutiun 
was privileged and honored to receive Armenian 
Revolutionary Federation (ARF) Bureau Member Giro 
Manoyan, who was visiting from Armenia. The 
gathering in Providence took place on Wednesday, May 
17, at the Stephen J. Varadian ANC Center.  Unger 
Giro was welcomed to Providence by Gomideh 
Chairman Hagop Donoyan.  Ungerner from Providence 
and Boston attended this special gathering to hear 
remarks from a member of the party’s leadership. 
 

Unger Giro provided a detailed account of current 
affairs in Hayastan and Artsakh. He also spoke of the 
party’s platform in parliament and its relationship with 
the Armenian Government. 
 

The question and answer period that followed was 
lengthy, as many ungerner were very interested in the 
issues covered in his presentation.  Unger Giro’s fluency 
in English was beneficial during this discussion period.  
 

Unger Giro was quick to notice the camaraderie that 
exists in this community. Unger Donoyan pointed out to 
him that we work as a team, and while we may have 
differing opinions, all voices are heard in order to serve 
our community in a constructive and harmonious way. 
 

The traditional Providence hospitality was remarkable 
and the buffet included countless Armenian delicacies of 
hot and cold dishes. 

The Providence Gomidehoutiun thanks Unger Giro for 
his informative discussion, and looks forward to future 
visits.  
 

PROVIDENCE ARF HOLDS ANNUAL 
KHANASOR AND SHUSHI PICNIC 

 

It does not seem like it was 25 years ago that our 
aspiration for the independence of Artsakh took shape 
with the Liberation of Shushi on May 8, 1992.  Rhode 
Island honored this feat by being the first state to 
recognize Artsakh’s independence with House 
Resolution H-8180 on May 17, 2012. The resolution 
passed unanimously, and provided momentum and 
groundwork for other states to follow. It is with 
immense pride and respect that the Providence 
Armenian Revolutionary Federation (ARF) Community 
expresses its gratitude to all those who fought and died 
in the battle for Shushi. 
 

 
          

While Providence celebrates the Liberation of Shushi, 
Providence also never fails to honor another historic 
battle, the “Khanasor Expedition.” The tradition here, 
which dates back at least 70 years, began at the 
Bargamian Farms in North Providence and is continued 
annually by the Providence Kristapor Gomidehoutiun. 
 

The picnic, which celebrates Shushi and honors 
Khanasor, took place in the adjacent parking lot of Sts. 
Vartanantz Church. Flags of the United States, Rhode 
Island, and Artsakh were posted between a multitude of 
Armenian flags, which surrounded the perimeter of the 
parking lot welcoming the guests. 
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 The shish, losh, and chicken dinners were prepared and 
served by members and supporters of the Providence 
ARF. The dinners were blessed by Der Kapriel, as he 
shared words of encouragement and expressions of 
thanks for remembering these momentous events. 
 

Emcee, Unger Sevan Donoian, welcomed the crowd, 
which included ARF Bureau member, Hagop Der 
Khachadourian, and his family.  In his remarks, Unger 
Donoian explained the significance of the Liberation of 
Shushi and the Khanasor Expedition. 
 

Homenetmen Scouts sang national and revolutionary 
songs, including "Khanasori  Arshvankuh," which 
recounts the battle against the Mazrig Kurdish tribe on 
July 25, 1897, in retaliation for their attacks on the 
unarmed and defenseless Armenian population of Van. 
 

Live music was provided by the Mike Gregian 
Ensemble, whose members donated their time to this 
picnic in memory of their fathers, who were members of 
the Providence ARF. The Mike Gregian Ensemble, which 
features Mike Gregian on clarinet and Hagop 
Garabedian on organ, was accompanied on vocals 
by Carl Goshgarian.   

 

2017 ARS Arax Chapter  
Mother’s Day Celebration 

 

The Armenian Relief Society’s Providence Arax Chapter 
held its annual Mother’s Day celebration on May 13, 
2017, attended by well over one hundred people at 
Crowne Plaza, in Warwick RI.  This year’s honoree was 
longtime member, Ungerouhi Marlene Vichabian. In 
attendance were representatives of all the sister 
organizations, the ARF, AYF, Homenetmen and 
Hamazkayin. Also present was Ungerouhi (Ungh.) 
Johanna Chilingirian, member of the ARS Eastern 
Region Board. 
 

 
 

Ungh. Manoushag Krikorian, Vice-chair of the Arax 
Chapter, welcomed everyone and invited Der Gomidas 
Baghsarian to start the evening with an opening prayer. 
Ungh. Maro Nadjarian, Secretary of the Chapter, 
followed with opening remarks, after which the guests 
enjoyed a delicious dinner. 
 

After dinner, Ungh. Maro delivered the ARS message and 
stated how challenging the role of the Armenian mother 
has been throughout our difficult history. Ungh. Maro 
praised the many accomplishments of our beloved Ungh. 
Marlene and her invaluable contribution to the 
Armenian Relief Society for more than half a century. 
She gave a brief biography of Ungh. Marlene and thanked 
her for her service to the Armenian community, here and 
abroad, and particularly her work within the ARS.  
 

Following Ungh. Maro’s message, Ungh. Marlene’s son, 
Yervant, thanked the ARS on behalf of the Vichabian 
family and entertained the audience by mentioning the 
uniqueness of all Armenian mothers, and especially his 
beloved mother. 
 

Ungh. Taline Mkrtschjan, 
Chairperson, presented 
Ungh. Marlene with a 
special ARS fifty-year 
commemorative gold pin 
and a certificate of 
appreciation issued by the 
ARS Central Executive 
Board. Ungh. Karen Pilla, 
Chairperson of the ARS 
Providence Ani Chapter, 
presented Ungh. Marlene 
with a wonderful bouquet 
of flowers on behalf of the Chapter. Following that, Der 
Gomidas and Der Kapriel Nazarian, respectively, honored 
us with their words of wisdom and congratulated our 
honoree and thanked her for her many years of service. 
 

 

The evening continued with joyful dancing to the 
wonderful music of DJ Rams by Aram Kayserian.  
 

The ARS Arax Chapter would like to thank everyone who 
supported our event, especially all the ungerouhiner who 
worked tirelessly to make this event a huge success.  
 

Congratulations once again to Ungh. Marlene. May we all 
strive to follow her exemplary lead. 



ARMENIAN RELIEF SOCIETY   

“ANI”  CHAPTER NEWS - June  2017 
 

The ARS Ani Chapter is happy to announce that the 

winner of the 50/50 Raffle was Mrs. Nancy Tavitian. 

We would like to thank her for her generous donation 

of $1,000 to the chapter. 
        

The ARS would like to thank all those who donated 

food for the Easter Food Drive for the RI Community 

Food Bank, and to the 17 people who donated for the 

blood drive on April 30 for the RI Blood Center. Fifty 

one (51) people were helped with your donations, and 

it is greatly appreciated. 
 

This year's PROVIDENCE ARS         

‘ANI’ CHAPTER  UNDERGRADUATE 

SCHOLARSHIP FUND recipients are 

Ani Comella, Taline Simonian, and 

Hagop Taraksian, who each received 

$750. Congratulations to all and we 

wish you a successful 

year in your studies. 
 

Arpi Donoyan was the 

winner of the $650. 

campership to Camp 

Haiastan this year. We 

are certain that Arpi will 

have a wonderful time at camp! 
   

PLEASE SAVE THE DATE 

October 14, 2017 
Bared Maronian's Documentary 

“WOMEN Of 1915” 

will premiere in Rhode Island 
 

The Varoujan & V. Rose Karentz  

Scholarship Fund 

Information for Applications 2017 

The Varoujan & V. Rose Karentz Scholarship Fund 

provides the following types of support: 

1. Scholarships: funding to cover tuition or associated 

costs for academic studies at an accredited institution; 

and 

2. Grants: funding for noteworthy student-initiated 

projects or programs oriented toward developing 

awareness of Armenian history, culture or heritage. 
 

Eligibility 

Scholarships and grants are open to students of 

Armenian descent (at least 25% lineage) who are 

Rhode Island residents, or who are themselves or have 

direct family (parents or grandparents) who are 

members of any Rhode Island Armenian church or 

Rhode Island Armenian organization. The competition 

is open to high school, undergraduate and graduate 

students. Special consideration will be given to 

students who are formally studying Armenian history, 

language, culture or heritage. Students may also apply 

for funding to support a specific project related to 

Armenians. Applicants must be enrolled and in good 

academic standing at a high school or an institution of 

higher education. Politically related endeavors are not 

supported by this funding opportunity. 
 

Applications 

Applications are to be submitted on line at 

https://goo.gl/forms/F99EyJfzqUmcqkpz1 by August 

14, 2017 (11 pm EDT). A maximum of $2,000 can be 

requested. 

Scholarship applicants are required to submit: 

1. A narrative, not exceeding 1000 words, describing 

intended field(s) of study, career goals and affiliations, 

if any, with Armenian organizations. 

2. Resume. 

3. Copy of unofficial transcript or proof of school 

acceptance or continuing enrollment in a high school, 

college or university. 

Grant applicants are required to submit: 

1. A narrative, not exceeding 1000 words, describing 

intended field(s) of study, career goals and affiliations, 

if any, with Armenian organizations. 

2.   Resume. 

3. Copy of unofficial transcript or proof of school 

acceptance or continuing enrollment in a high school, 

college or university. 

4.  A maximum 2000-word proposal describing the 

aims and outcomes of the project. 

5.   Detailed budget. 
 

Notification 

Applicants will be notified of the results of the 

competition by September 30, 2017. 

Note: The Varoujan & V. Rose Karentz Scholarship 

Fund and the Providence Ani Chapter of the ARS may 

publish the names of recipients in various 

publications, press releases, and publicity vehicles 

without consent or approval by recipients. 
 

Applicants can request further information by 

contacting: Providence Ani Chapter of the ARS 

representative, Arax Missakian (araxmi54@gmail.com) 

Deneb Karentz or Sona Karentz Andrews 

(KarentzFund@gmail.com) 



 

IT’S ALMOST HERE !!! REMEMBER TO REGISTER YOUR CHILDREN 

FOR THIS WONDERFUL EXPERIENCE ! CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE 

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS: 401-831-6399 



 
 

 

 



 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR of  EVENTS 
 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 
Providence Homenetmen Navasartian Games Pep Rally 

6pm - Pizza will be provided 
 

Saturday, July 1 to Tuesday, July 4, 2017 
Homenetmen Navasartian Games 

Hosted by Providence Homenetmen 
 

Monday, July 10 to Friday, July 14, 2017 
Summer Bible Camp 

9am - 3pm Daily 
 

Saturday, July 22, 2017 
Armenian Cultural Association 11th Annual Golf Tournament 

Triggs Memorial Golf Course – Tee Time: 1pm – Dinner: 6:30 pm 

 

Ladies’ Guild Hye Summer Night Dinner Dance 
Crowne Plaza Hotel, Warwick, RI – 6pm to 12:30 am 

 

Sunday, August 13, 2017 
Annual Church Picnic 

Camp Haiastan – 12 noon to 6pm ~ Blessing of Madagh and Grapes – 3:30 pm 


