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From Der Hayr’s Desk… 

 

“I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will 
never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 

 (John 8:28) 
 

Truly, each of us as believers who have humbly placed 
our faith in Jesus have His “light of life” burning within us.  
Jesus calls on us to share His light with the world around 
us each day through living as He taught us, bringing glory 
to His name.  This isn't always easy - especially if someone 
is difficult to deal with or is mean to us.  But many times 
those situations provide the greatest opportunity for 
Jesus' light to shine through us. 
 

On a recent Sunday morning, I shared the very moving 
account that a daughter gave of her father’s life. Her 
father, Hossein Soodman, was born and lived his entire 
life in Iran.  Here is a piece of her story: 
 

"When my father was 7 years old, he threw a stone and broke a 
Christian woman's water bucket because he had been told that 
Christians are unclean. As soon as he saw the bucket break, he 
turned to run, but he tripped over a large stone and crashed on 
the ground.  When he saw the Christian woman move toward 
him, fear gripped his heart.  Her shadow loomed over him, and 
he knew she would strike in anger. But instead of delivering 
angry blows, her hand reached down and helped him to his feet.  
The "unclean" Christian woman cleaned his wound.  Then she 
gave him some sweets.  He had shown hate, but she responded 
with uncommon love. He never forgot her unusual display of 
mercy and grace. 
 

Years later, during my father's two-year military service, he got 
very sick and had to go to the hospital.  An Armenian Christian 
friend came to see him and left him a cross as a parting gift.  
That night, he had a vivid dream in which Jesus gave him  

 
something to eat.  The next morning, he woke up sweating.  He 
realized Jesus had touched him and brought healing to his body.  
Full of gratitude, and wanting to know more about Jesus, he 
searched until he found a Christian church in Ahvaz.  ...It was 
in that church that my father became a Christian." 
  

Hossein not only became a Christian, he became a pastor 
and led many people to Christ.  It all started when a kind 
Christian woman, whose name we don't even know, 
brought glory to Jesus by acting out of love rather than 
anger.  For Hossein,  that woman represented Jesus and 
all Christians. And the Armenian Christian friend, whose 
name we also don’t know, in an act of love for a friend 
who was very sick, gave a non-believer a cross as a parting 
gift.  Through his gift, he shared the light of Jesus and 
what He accomplished out of love for us on the cross. 
 

How many acts of kindness have each of us performed 
out of our love for Jesus, never seeking recognition for 
ourselves?  We will not know until we are in our Lord's 
presence - and I am sure that you will be very surprised 
by the lives that you touched and never realized.  May we 
all continue to joyfully share the light of our Lord by living 
our lives each day for His glory. 
 

…let your light shine before men, that they may see your 
good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.  

(Matthew 5:16) 
 

 

PLEASE NOTE: There will be no Adult Bible Study 

on Monday, October 9th due to the holiday. 

 Please join us when Bible Study resumes on 

Monday, October 16 at 7:00 pm. 
 



50TH ANNIVERSARY OF ORDINATION 
 

 

 

The Religious and Executive Councils of the Eastern Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic 
Church of America, invite you to attend a Jubilee Celebration in honor of His Eminence 
Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, Prelate, on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of his 
ordination to the priesthood. 
 

His Eminence will celebrate the Divine Liturgy on Sunday, October 29, 10 am, at St. 
Illuminator Cathedral, 221 East 27th Street, New York City, presided by His Holiness 
Aram I, Catholicos of the Holy See of the Great House of Cilicia. 

 

Following the Liturgy a reception and dinner will take place at The Lotte New York 
Palace, 455 Madison Avenue, New York City. 



Sunday School Opening Day! 
 

Sunday, September 17th, was the official opening 

day for the Sts. Vartanantz Church 2017 – 2018 

Sunday School year.  Excitement filled the air as 

children and their families entered Aramian 

Auditorium for breakfast. Big smiles quickly 

emerged as they got a glimpse of their fellow 

classmates! Hugs and kisses were plentiful as 

stories of summer and vacations were 

exchanged.   
 

 
We were excited to have several new faces 

participating in our opening day breakfast this 

year. At least 10 new young children signed up to 

be part of our Sunday School family!  Breakfast 

was enjoyed by all thanks to the generosity of 

Jimmy and Julie Colangelo. They lovingly 

prepared, served and donated all of the food for 

the breakfast.    
 

 
We, as a church community, continue to be 

blessed with wonderful teachers and aides, 

sharing their faith and knowledge with all of our 

children. These teachers spend thoughtful time 

preparing structured lessons focused on living a 

life through Christ in the Armenian Church.  Their 

teaching style truly reflects not only their love for 

all of the children but also their faith and 

willingness to do God’s work.  

This year, our devoted teachers and aides are as 

follows: 

 

Jason Simonian &  

Stacey Khatchadourian – Graduating class 

Jayne Zobian – Grades 6 & 7 

Nora Simonian – Grades 4 & 5 

Melissa Simonian – Grade 3 

Shakay Kizirian – Grades 1 & 2 

Jessica Nacaroglu – Upper Pre-K/Kindergarten 

Yn. Debra Nazarian – Nursery/Young Pre-K 

    

Julie Colangelo – Substitute 

Fotini Dionisopoulos – Substitute 

Jonathan & Paula Burke - Substitute 

 

Carrie Minassian – Aide 

Joshua Choppy – Aide 

Harry Kojoian – Aide 

Ellie Simonian – Aide 

 

It’s never too late to sign up your children.  We 

would love to have the opportunity to share 

Sunday mornings with them.  We look forward to 

the new school year as we have some exciting 

things in store for your children.  We thank you for 

sharing your children with us as we work together 

on nurturing them in living a life centered on the 

love of Jesus.  Please encourage all the children in 

your life, whether grandchildren, nieces and 

nephews, or friends, to take part in this wonderful 

program. 

 

 
 

“Train up a child in the way he should go: and 

when he is old, he will not depart from it.” 

    Proverbs 22:6 

With love in Christ Jesus, 

Yn. Debra Nazarian 

 



Մուրատ Ազգային Վարժարանի Վերամուտը 
First Day of Mourad Armenian School 

 

Շաբաթ, Սեպտեմբեր 9, 2017-ի   առաւօտեան, Սրբոց 

Վարդանանց եկեղեցւոյ Մուրատ ազգային 

վարժարանը մեծ ուրախութեամբ բացաւ իր դռները 

ուսուցիչներուն եւ աշակերտներուն, որոնք  մեծ 

խանդավառութեամբ  վերադարձան հայ դպրոց։ 

Առաջին շարքի աթոռները շուտով գրաւուած էին 4-5 

տարեկան երեխաներով  ,որոնք  ժպտադէմ կը 

սպասէին որ զանգը հնչէ  բացման արարողութեան 

համար։ 
 

 
 

Տէրունական  եւ  Շնորհալիի «Իմաստութիւն Հօր 

Յիսուս» աղօթքները արտասանելէ ետք, անոնք 

երգեցին «Մեր Հայրենիք» եւ դպրոցի քայլերգները։  

Տնօրէնուհի՝ Տիկ. Անահիտ Քիպարեան 

բարեգալուստ մաղթեց բոլորին։  Ապա  անցեալ 

Մայիսին, Հ.Օ.Մ.ի շարադրական մրցումին առաջին 

եւ երկրորդ տեղ գրաւող մեր երկու 

աշակերտուհիներուն՝ Թալին Չալըգեանի եւ Էլիզ 

Տէտէեանին յանձնեց իրենց շահած մրցանակները։ 

Ան շեշտեց որ ծնողները ժամը 9-ին դպրոց հասցնեն 

իրենց զաւակները, որպէսզի Տէր Գաբրիէլ 

Նազարեանի շաբաթօրեայ կարճ ու հետաքրքրական 

պատգամէն ետք  դասաւանդութիւնը սկսին առանց 

ուշացումի։  
 

Տիկ. Քիպարեան ծնողներուն եւ աշակերտներուն 

յիշեցուց դպրոցի կարգապահութեան օրէնքները, 

որմէ  ետք  իւրաքանչիւր  ուսուցչուհի  բարձր  
 

տրամադրութեամբ իր աշակերտներով ուղղուեցաւ 

դասարան, արդիւնաբեր եւ յաջող դպրոցական տարի 

մը բոլորելու յոյսով ու վճռականութեամբ։ Մեր 

լաւագոյն մաղթանքները Մուրատ Ազգային 

վարժարանի  համայն ընտանիքին։ 
 

******************* 
On Saturday morning September 9, 2017, the doors 
opened wide to admit our students.  Parents, teachers 
and pupils greeted each other with hugs and kisses.  The 
youngest students were among the first to sit in their 
chairs awaiting the ringing of the bell, signaling the start 
of opening exercises.  After reciting the Hayr Mer (Lord's 
Prayer) and the Prayer of Wisdom, the students sang Mer 
Hairenik (the Armenian National Anthem) and the 
school song.  
  

Mrs. Kibarian, co-director, greeted everyone and 
announced the names of two upperclassmen who won 
the essay contest sponsored by the Armenian Relief 
Society in the spring.  Talin Calikyan won first prize, and 
Eliz Dedeian won second place and they were awarded 
gift cards.  Mrs. Kibarian emphasized the importance of 
arriving at school at 9:00am so that Der Kapriel Nazarian 
can start our day with our prayers, songs and a short 
object lesson. 
 

After the teachers were introduced, each class exited the 
assembly hall to begin classroom instructions. School 
rules and responsibilities were explained and discussed. 
Mrs. Kibarian took the opportunity to meet with the 
parents of the Pre-school/Kindergarten to review the 
parents’ responsibilities.  The school year was off to a 
great start! 
 



Altar Candles 
 

In Loving Memory of Madlen Chobanian 
 by Paul Chobanian and Family 
 

In Loving Memory Ossana Donoyan 
 by Hagop & Salpi Donoyan and Family 
  

 

Altar Flowers 
 

In Loving Memory of Harry Kizirian 
 by His Loving Family 
 

In Loving Memory of Mary Babigian 
 on the occasion of her 40th Anniversary 
 by Roberta “Robbie” Babigian, Steve & Kathy 
 Babigian and Family 
 

In Loving Memory of the Deceased Members  
 of the Attarian Family 
 by the Loving Family Members 
 

In Loving Memory of Ossana Donoyan 
 by Hagop & Salpi Donoyan and Family 
 

In Loving Memory of Stella Takian and 
 Michael Makokian 
 by Gloria Nahabedian 
 

 

Sts. Vartanantz Church Outreach Fund 
 
 

Please consider making a donation to the  
Sts. Vartanantz Church Outreach Fund. This 
program’s purpose is to provide financial help for 
those parishioners who have fallen on hard times. 
All donations should be designated for the 
“Outreach Fund." Also, please note if you would like 
your donation to remain anonymous. 

 

Donations  
 

A Special Thank You: 

Joyce Ajootian Ward, a lifelong friend of Shakay 
Kizirian, recently surprised Shakay and our Sunday 
School Teachers with a generous donation of several 
books. Joyce, a retired school teacher, has enjoyed a 
career of working with and witnessing the growth 
of her own students and stated she felt much joy in 
hearing Shakay speak of her love and dedication in 
teaching her Sunday School students. Joyce 
attended our First Annual Easter Parade, sponsored 
by the ARS Ani Chapter, this past April and 
witnessed firsthand Shakay's commitment and 
dedication to her students, as well as the 
philanthropic work of the ARS. Joyce stated she was 

inspired to do something to honor Shakay, as well 
as to give the other teachers resources to assist in 
enhancing the Sunday School children's experience. 
Joyce volunteered several hours at a local school 
book fair, and in exchange for her time, she chose 
several books about our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ, some of which include: Silent Night, The 
White Ram, My First Read Aloud Bible, The Fruit of the 
Spirit is Jesus in Me, Five Minute Devotions, The Ten 
Commandments for Little Ones, and The Prayer that 
Makes God Smile. Not only did Joyce provide for our 
Sunday School students with books, she also 
donated many supplies for our classroom, as well as 
games and activities that were utilized in our Bible 
Study Camp. Thank you, Joyce, and God Bless You! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Anonymous               $ 10,000 
    $5,000 designated for Endowment Fund 
    $5,000 designated for General Fund 
 

Anonymous                           $   5,000 
 

Ms. S. Sue Aramian and 
Mrs. Margo A. Ragan              $      300 
    In Loving Memory of their dear mother, 
 Goulistan Nevart Aramian 
 

Mrs. Alyce Avakian Douglas            $      300 
 In Loving Memory of Vartkes and Betty Kaprielian 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Magarian            $      300 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Aram Mouchlian            $      250 
 In Appreciation for Der Kapriel 
 

Mrs. Suzanne Simonian and Family           $      250 
 In Appreciation for Visits and Prayers 
 

Mrs. Christine Sahagian and Family           $      200 
 In Loving Memory of her Husband,  
 Christopher Sahagian 
 

Mrs. Lousik Oundjian and Family            $      100 
 In Loving Memory of Avetis Oundjian and in 
 Appreciation for those who served during the 
 Hokejash dinner 
 

The following donation was designated for 
the Gantegh: 

 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Derderian            $        25 
 

AYF Youth Center Donations  
 

The Kaprielian Family                         $       200 
 

Mrs. Karen Pilla              $       200 



Sunday, October 15 

Elections for Board of Trustees and NRA 
Delegates – 10am-1pm 

 
Annual Membership Meeting – Part 2 

(Following Divine Liturgy) 
 

Parishioners 
Please remember to remit your 2017 
Membership and Stewardship Form, along 
with the appropriate payment as soon as possible. 
Please note that your dues must be paid in order for 
you to participate in voting at the Annual Meeting 
and for the Elections of Trustees and NRA 
Delegates.  Membership Dues are as follows: 

$100 (26 & older)  
$50 Senior Citizen (65 & older)        

$25 (18 - 25 yrs. of age) 
For your convenience, we offer the availability of 
credit card transactions, as well as automatic re-
occurring Dues and Stewardship payments.  
Information is on the Membership/Stewardship 
Form, or you may contact the Church Office at 
401-831-6399 for further information.  Your 
continuous and unwavering support is what 
sustains the well-being of our Church. 

 

 

On the Second Anniversary of  

Archdeacon Souren Mouradjian 
 

A tribute to the family of  
Sara Nalbandian Mouradjian 

 

One of my greatest regrets was to have never met my 

maternal grandmother. Speaking with my mother and 

writing about her makes me feel closer to her. 
 

Unfortunately, we don’t know Anna’s (Haroutunian) 

full story, as with many genocide survivors. We know 

that she somehow was brought from Kharpet to a 

Protestant orphanage in France after being separated 

from her family.  It was probably there that she 

learned a beautiful talent - needlepoint. 
   

For nine months, my grandfather Martin lived in 

Providence with Harry Avakian, Rhode Island’s only 

Armenian undertaker. Harry helped Martin get his 

start in his new country and also supported many 

Armenian immigrants and charities. While living in 

Cranston, Martin, who also escaped the Genocide was 

told by a friend to go to France and meet his sister.  

The only way she could be reunited with her brother 

was to marry.  So, two weeks later Martin and Anna 

married in Marseille or Valence, France. 

 

This most unlikely match did what anyone in that time 

did.  They worked relentlessly to provide for their 

family and made a beautiful loving one. Martin 

worked many jobs and farmed more than an acre tract 

of land with beautiful fruit trees and vegetables. Anna 

also worked hard sewing, cooking, preserving and 

helping neighbors who were not as fortunate by 

sharing the bounty of their garden. My mother also 

told me that she would look at a dress in a store, then 

make a pattern and create a dress from scratch herself. 
 

In addition, she had a talent for knitting and 

crocheting, often helping young ladies in the 

neighborhood when they had trouble with their 

patterns. We treasure an ornately designed bureau 

scarf she created with a peacock and the date  “1923”. 
 

Anna was probably saved by missionaries when she 

was brought to the orphanage.  She was close to the 

Lord; the Bible was never far from her hands.  My 

mother’s seat in church at Sts. Vartanantz was close to 

Digin Baidzar Garabedian.  My grandmother and she 

were so much alike in their strong faith. Anna walked 

with her children every Sunday to attend the local 

Protestant church. 
 

She also was a brilliant woman, who in our time would 

surely have attended college. My mother has told me 

that she continued with citizenship classes (far more 

than the minimum requirement) until shortly before 

her untimely death at age 41.  We still have her 

notebooks with careful handwriting, which she used to 

study branches of our government, the names of her 

federal and local representatives, as well as the 

sciences. She invited the teacher to come to her house 

and teach a group of women of Lithuanian and Polish 

descent, as well other Armenians. 
  

Anna instilled a great sense of responsibility, faith and 

love in her young family, which included my mother 

Sara, her older brother Jack, and younger brother 

John. She would have been so proud of them.  Jack 

became a highly renowned philatelist and was a 

national consultant to evaluate stamp collections for 

auction. 
 

My grandmother was probably very concerned about 

leaving her youngest at only 12. The story goes, and 

we know it is true, that when he was seven years old 

he had his first visit to the dentist.  When he returned 

he declared, “I am going to be a dentist!”  My mom 

also told me that my grandfather then said, “Why do 



you want to stick your fingers in someone’s mouth?  

Why don’t you want to be a real doctor?”   Well, my 

Uncle John went on to excel in school, graduate from 

Brown University and Harvard, where he later 

became a professor. For two years he also did 

research in bone-related dental topics at the 

University of Strasbourg in France. Uncle John was 

asked to help model the curriculum for UConn. 

School of Dental Medicine. It was modeled after 

Harvard since he wanted to make sure the dental 

students there had the same level of training as 

medical students.  He was a valued member of the 

faculty there for many years.  Today this dental school 

is regarded as one of the best in the country. As a 

tribute, his bronze image is now mounted at the 

entrance of the school. 
 

 

This picture of Anna Nalbandian and her children 

was taken when she knew her illness would take her 

away from her family.  When she passed away, my 

mother was only 16 years old.  It was clear that she 

would continue with the dream and work of her 

mother. That was to care for her family and be strong.  

She would now be the homemaker along with her 

father, and nurture their family as well as going to 

school. After marrying Souren, she raised Chuck and 

Joanne. She continued tending the garden and caring for 

her father till his passing at age 84. Only then did she 

have the time to dedicate herself to her other family, Sts. 

Vartanantz. It was the same faithful dedication that my 

father had given from his teenage years. 
 

Our family prays for blessings on the souls of my 

grandparents and uncles. We are grateful for their 

strength, integrity and lessons that have been passed on. 
 

On the second anniversary of the passing of my father 

Souren, we would like to remember him by fulfilling a 

wish that he had mentioned more than once. He wanted 

to make a donation in memory of my mother’s family 

and also thought it was very important that we contribute 

to the Endowment Fund to create a secure future for Sts. 

Vartanantz Church. 
 

So, my mother is contributing to the Endowment 

Fund in memory of her parents, Martin and Anna 
(Haroutunian) Nalbandian, and her brother Dr. John 
Nalbandian, DMD.                 ($20,000.00) 
 

My brother Charles and his wife, Kathleen, and I are 

contributing to the Endowment Fund in memory of 

our Uncle Charles Garabed Mouradjian and his three 
siblings who perished in the Syrian Desert.  

                                                              ($25,000.00) 

By Joanne Mouradjian 

Spiritual Bouquet Cards are available for 
Prayers for Healing or Deceased 

These cards are to be sent by you to the family 
indicating your intentions. They may be obtained at 
the Pongal or from the Church Office. Donation for 

the cards is $10 each. Please complete the 
appropriate form with the requested information so 

that Der Hayr may offer Silent Prayers for the 
individual(s) at the appropriate time during the 

Divine Liturgy. 
 

 

Please Note!! 
If you would like to receive the latest church news in 

a timely fashion, with the most vibrant and  up-to-
date pictures and information, on a weekly basis, 

please SIGN UP NOW for our WEEKLY E-BULLETIN 
by emailing the church office at: 

pauline@stsvartanantzchurch.org 
 

You may also choose to receive your monthly 
GANTEGH the same way. When you receive these 
emailed versions of our church news, the pictures  

are current and in color, as are the flyers  
for upcoming events. 

We encourage you to sign up now! 

mailto:info@stsvartanantzchurch.org


Requiem Services 
 

October 8 
Mark Daniel Asadoorian; George and Mary Avakian, 
Michetar and Araxie Ohanian, and Jiryr Mezdurian; Anahid 
Elmasian; Lucy Hovanesian and Eugenia Stoian; Iris 
Kinoian; Maurice Legros; Michael Matigian; Karen 
Alexanian Mignano; Setrag Shahrozian; Setrag, Vartoohe 
and Bedros Tatoian 
 

October 15 
Garabed "Charles" and Charlotte Arakelian, and Virginia 
Bedrosian; Alla Arsenian; Zakar Bogosian; Azadoohi Der 
Manouelian; Aram Donabedian; Peter Koshmatian; Varkis 
Markarian; Archdeacon Souren, Marinos, Sahag and Charles 
Mouradjian, and Oskie and Charles Avakian; Anna 
Vartanian  
 

October 22  
Harry Alahverdian; Catherine Vartian Albanese; Goulistan 
Nevart Aramian; Doing, Satenig, Paul, Dr. Peter, and 
Eleanor Asadoorian; Margaret Baligian and Gerald Murray; 
Nshan, Rosa, Mary, and Michael Bedrosian, Vincent Izzo 
and Muriel, Edward, and Paul Hodge, Takouhy, Mguerdich, 
Kevork and Nubar Jamjyan, Frank and Louise Cannavale, 
Takouhi and Garabed Koosherian, and Mugerdich and 
Haiganush Tashjian; Peter Bedrosian; Simon, Verkin, Peter 
Edward and Victoria Bedrosian, and Charles and May 
McGowan; Rev. Vram and Yn. Zartar Hamamjian; John 
Minas Mesrobian; Siranoush Mesrobian 
 

October 29 
Hovannes and Arousiag Antoyian; Siranoush Barsamian; 
Arthur Boornazian; Stanley S. and Ruth Ervanian; Isahag 
George Fashjian; Geraldine Najarian; Asmik Sayadova; 
Orzen and Krikor Topalian 
 

November 5 
Raymond Aznavourian; Osgean and Hustian Barsoian; 
Gladys Garabedian; Charles P. Jackson; Yeghsapert 
Kanishian; Tsolag, Hreipsimay and Simon Keshigian; 
Beatrice and Joseph Labee, and Louise and Donald Barkley; 
George, Misak and Zarouhi Manoogian; Verkene 
Manoogian; George Mesrobian; Parunag Paul Ogasian; 
Gegam Panosyan; Hazel Portukalian; Jirair Reshdouni; 
Fannie and John Riccitelli and Mary and Bob Surabian; 
Yervant Dickran Stepanian; Bagdasar Toumasian; 
Hamazarb, Vartoohi, Boghos, Zaroohi, Sesak and Edward 
Vartian, Roupen Aramian, and Margaret Voas 

 

November 12 
Gabriel Aharonian; Arpineh Bagian; Hagop Boyadjian; 
Harry, Doris, John and Margaret Donabedian, Helen 
DeCiccio, and Dawn Morris; Armenouhe and Donabed 
Harootunian; Kayajan "Aram" Kinosian and James 
Zamiara; Manoog Markarian; Ardachess Minassian and 
Lena Minassian Faraj; Bedros Sarkis; Yevkine and Mgrdich 
Seropian; Azatouhi A. Shalidjian; Simon and Mark 
Vagshenian 

Requiem Services 
 

November 19 
Parisa and Charles Antonian and Krikor Karibian; Peter and 
Anna Kalafian; Hovannes Kashmanian; John Hovhaness 
Killerjian; Mugurditch and Haiganoush Kushigian; Ronnie 
Malkasian; Grace, Eva, Nshan, Charles Garo, Peter, 
Margaret and Paul Nishan Mikaelian; Victor Vahan, Mary 
Ann, Melanie Ann, and Ovsanna Serabian; Michael Torigian 

 

November 26 
Ann Adoian; Manoog and Nevart Atamian; Giragos 
DerManuelian; Vartkes Der Vartanian; Dan A. Jerozal; 
Bessie, Mihran and John Kolligian; Valerie Dawn Norbury; 
Peter M. Panosian 
 

Eternal Rest 
 

Rose Keshigian 
Entered into Eternal Rest on August 31, 2017 

 

Christopher Sahagian 
Entered into Eternal Rest on September 7, 2017 

 

Fortieth Day Remembrances 
 

The Fortieth Day Requiem Service for 
Avetis Oundjian 

will be said on October 8, 2017 
 

The Fortieth Day Requiem Service for 
Rose Keshigian 

will be said on October 22, 2017 

 

The Fortieth Day Requiem Service for 
Christopher Sahagian 

will be said on October 22, 2017 
 

Sacramental Events 
 

Baptism: 
Julian Joseph Iavarone 

 Parents: Kevin J. Iavarone, Jr. 
   Sonya M. Parseghian  
 Born:    June 14, 2017 
  Baptized:   September 10, 2017 
 Godparents:   Sarkis and Lisa Parseghian 

 

Matrimony: 
Alexander Bagdasarian 

and 

Talene Taraksian 
Exchanged the vows of Holy Matrimony 

on September 30, 2017 
Best Man: Andrew Bagdasarian 

 



PROVIDENCE VARANTIANS 

PARTICIPATE IN 2017 AYF OLYMPICS 

IN MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN! 

 

 
 

Our Providence AYF Seniors traveled to 

Milwaukee to participate in the 2017 AYF 

Olympics hosted this year by the Racine Armen 

Garo Chapter. Our athletes competed well and 

enjoyed a wonderful Olympics as they finished 6th 

overall with 31 points! Following are the results for 

some of our athletes: 
 

AdamAktchian: 6th in golf 

Ani Comella: 4th in triple jump 

4th in high jump 

Garrett Knight: 4th in 800m - 4th in 400m 

Sylvahna Menissian: 4th in long jump 

Nareg Mkrtschjan: 3rd in tennis 

1st in high jump 

Eric Pjojian: 5th in 3200 

Garo Tashian: 4th in tennis 

Hagop Taraksian: 1st in tennis 

Harout Tashian: 3rd in 200m - 4th in 100m 

Alexan Topalian: 4th in golf - 1st in discus 

2nd Place in Men’s 4x400 relay 

 

Congratulations to the AYF Providence Varantian 

Olympics Team! 
 

   
 

 
 

 
 

   
 

 
 



PROVIDENCE HOMENETMEN 
ATTEND REGIONAL SCOUT CAMP 

 

During the summer our Providence Homenetmen 
scouts attended the regional scout camp from August 
18 - 23. This year, 17 of our scouts traveled by plane 
to Washington, D.C. to camp with other 
Homenetmen scouts from the East Coast. They 
learned about hiking, Hai Tad, and participated in 
many lectures and activities. The scouts also learned 
several skills that will help them when they attend the 
Homenetmen world jamboree next summer. 
 

 
 

 
 

Attention 
Please note that the deadline for the submission 
of articles, pictures etc. to the GANTEGH for 

publication is the 15th of each month  
to be included in the next issue.  

Please adhere to the deadline and email your 
submissions to pauline@stsvartanantzchurch.org. 

 

Your assistance is greatly appreciated!  ☺ 

Also over the summer, many from our community 
attended the Homenetmen Pan Armenian Games in 
Armenia! Here’s a photo in Yerevan of some of those 
who were there. 
 

 
 

HELPING THOSE IN NEED 
 
Following the devastation of Hurricane Harvey in 
Texas, our Prelacy requested second plate 
collections to help those suffering from the 
hurricane’s terrible effects. Thanks to the 
generosity of our parishioners, Sts. Vartanantz 
Church was able to send $1,000.00 to help those 
in need. 

 
 

Our Own Volunteer of the Year! 
 

In keeping with the theme of helping those in 
need, we are pleased to announce that Garo 
Emdjian was awarded the “Volunteer of the Year 
Award” by Mayor Jorge Elorza and the City of 
Providence. Garo gives freely of his time to many 
worthy organizations, including the Shriners, the 
Masons, Hamilton House, and Meals on Wheels. 
 

In addition, Garo was recently selected by the RI 
Minority Elder Task Force for the “Everyday 
Hero” award in recognition of his outstanding 
commitment, service and dedication to elders. 
Garo will be presented with this award at a 
special event on Thursday, November 2nd, at the 
Cape Verdean Progressive Club in East 
Providence.  
 

Also, thanks to Garo’s efforts, many of our seniors 
have been able to take advantage of special 
coupons for produce at local farmer’s markets! 
God bless you, Garo, for all you do from your heart 
and in the spirit of our Lord. 



ARS “ANI” CHAPTER 
October News 

 

The ARS “Ani” Chapter held elections recently, and 
following are the new members of the executive: 
 

Pauline Getzoyan…………….……………President 
Karen Pilla……………………………Vice-President 
Allie Amaral………………………………..Treasurer 
Missie Simonian……………….Recording Secretary 
Sofie Garabedian…………Corresponding Secretary 
Joyce Yeremian………………………………Advisor 
 

The chapter’s focus for the year will begin with 
health and wellness, not only for our members, but 
also for our community. Please be on the lookout for 
special presentations as the year progresses! 
 

Also, as you are aware, the Ani Chapter, along with 
the Arax Chapter and the RI Hamazkayin are 
presenting the RI Premiere of Bared Maronian’s 
“Women of 1915” documentary. This event is being 
held at RIC’s newly-renovated Gaige Auditorium 
on Saturday, October 14, 2017, at 5:30 pm, and will 
follow with refreshments, including some 
Armenian delicacies! Tickets for the screening will 

be available for purchase at the door, so please 
invite your relatives and friends for an evening 
dedicated to our brave, beautiful, resilient, and 
heroic “Women of 1915!” 

 

The ARS “Ani” Chapter is pleased to announce the 
2017 recipients of the Karentz Scholarships. This 
year, $4,000.00 in awards were presented to the 
following worthy students: 
 

Taleen Donoyan is a nursing student at the 
University of Rhode Island. She is a member of the 
Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Apostolic Church of 
Providence, the Providence AYF Senior Chapter, 
Homenetmen Providence Scouts and Athletics, 
Hamazkayin Artskah Dance Group, and the Sts. 
Vartanantz Church Choir.  She was the recipient of 
the Yale Book Award, graduated in the top 2% of her 
high school class, has been a summer camp counselor 
at Sts. Vartanantz Annual Summer Bible Camp, 
Armenian School Teacher and staff member at Camp 
Haiastan and a graduate and teacher assistant at 
Mourad Armenian Saturday School in Providence. 
 

Tyler Mantaian is a student of the University of 
Rhode Island’s Pharmaceutical Science program with 
a minor in Business. He will enter the master’s 

program in Pharmacoeconomics in spring 2018.  He 
is the Vice President of the Pharmaceutical Science 
Club at URI. He has participated in intramural 
volleyball and basketball as well as the student 
entertainment committee.  He credits his strong work 
ethic to his late grandfather, Peter Mantaian, who 
fought in WWII and who instilled in Tyler “no matter 
the situation, an Armenian will always persevere.” 
 

Rachael Minassian is a junior in the Honors Program 
at Providence College majoring in International 
Relations and Political Science.  She plans to pursue a 
Law degree and a Foreign Service Masters degree 
after graduation.  Rachael is a member of the Sts. 
Vartanantz Armenian Apostolic Church of 
Providence, has been a counselor at Camp Haiastan, 
worked as an assistant head page with the Rhode 
Island House of Representatives, is a member of the 
AYF Central Executive Educational Committee, and 
president for the Providence College Armenian 
Society. This summer Rachael participated in a two-
month internship at the Regional Studies Center in 
Yerevan. 
 

Nareg Mkrtschjan is a student at Boston University 
where he is a mechanical engineering major, with a 
concentration in technology innovation.  He is an 
active member of the Providence AYF and 
Homenetmen chapters and is a member of the Sts. 
Vartanantz Armenian Apostolic Church of 
Providence. He has competed in Senior Olympics, 
has been a member of the AYF Central Executive 
Educational Committee and is currently on the Camp 
Javakhk Committee. He represented the USA East 
Coast Region basketball team in 2013 and 2017 during 
the Homenetmen World Games in Yerevan.  He spent 
his summer in Yerevan on an AYF internship. 
 

Nareh Mkrtschjan graduated magna cum laude with 
an undergraduate degree in Music Education from 
Rhode Island College and is now taking masters level 
courses in their music program. She has been a leader 
in the Armenian Youth Federation and Homenetmen 
Scouts, a teacher at Mourad Armenian School, 
Armenian School teacher and counselor at Camp 
Haiastan, and a violinist for college level symphony 
orchestras.  She is a member of the Sts. Vartanantz 
Armenian Apostolic Church of Providence, the 
National Association of Music Educators, the 
American String Teachers Association, the Rhode 
Island Music Education Association and the Gordon 
Institute for Music Learning. 



CALENDAR of EVENTS 
Saturday, October 14 

ARS Ani and Arax Chapters 
with the Rhode Island Hamazkayin 

present the Rhode Island Premiere of 
Bared Maronian’s award-winning documentary 

WOMEN OF 1915 
RIC Gaige Auditorium - 5:30pm 

 

Sunday, October 15 
Elections for Board of Trustees and NRA 

Delegates – 10am-1pm 
Annual Membership Meeting – Part 2 

(Following Divine Liturgy) 
 

Saturday, October 28 
Homenetmen Annual Costume Party 

Aramian Auditorium – 6pm 
 

Sunday, November 5 
AYF Seniors and Juniors Coffee Hour  

and Panel Presentation 
Come hear about current AYF activities and 

initiatives, as well as the progress of the 
renovations of the AYF Youth Center! 

Immediately following Divine Liturgy 
Fermanian Fellowship Hall 

 

Saturday and Sunday, November 11 and 12 
ARMENIAN FEST 2017 

Rhodes-on-the-Pawtuxet 
 

Sunday, November 19 
Homenetmen Cookie Tray Fundraiser 

Fermanian Fellowship Hall – 1pm 
 

Homenetmen Scout Ceremony 
Aramian Auditorium – 2pm  

 

PLEASE NOTE: 
The Church has installed a new bell and camera 

system. The new units are at the handicapped 

ramp, the office entry, the middle hall entry, and 

the kitchen delivery entry. Please press the 

button at any of the doors and you will be buzzed 

into the church. At the handicapped ramp, 

one of the trustees will come to the door and 

welcome you into the church. 

ARMENIAN FEST 2017 
Preparations are underway!!! 

We need your help! 

Please come and join us for  a few hours. 
 

Every Mon & Wed = Choreg and Katah 8:30am 

Every Tuesday = Micheeg 9am 

Every Thursday = Kufta 6pm 
 

Choreg, Katah, and Kufta may be picked up 

Monday through Wednesday between 10am and 

1pm or after Church on Sundays. 
 

Special Request 
Please consider donating a "Unique Item," 

such as Tickets for Events, Gift Items, etc.  

for the “SILENT AUCTION”  

for our 2017 Armenian Fest.   

Your donations will help our Church and may 
qualify as a tax deduction for you… 

 

Also, we are accepting any items you would 

like to donate for the FLEA MARKET. 
 

Please contact the Church Office (401-831-6399) for more information. 

 

ARMENIAN FEST TOURSHIE 

PREPARATION! 
 

Eighteen people took time from their busy days to make 204 

regular and 3 large-sized bottles of the tourshie delicacy 

yesterday. The ages of the helpers ranged from 4 years to 91 

years. Everyone worked to the best of their ability. The results 

are sitting in the walk-in fridge in the basement and will be ready 

for sale soon, both after church and the weekend of our 

Armenian Fest food festival on November 11th and 12th. 

Thanks to all of those who helped.  

   
 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE DOOR! 



 



 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

IMPORTANT UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Saturday, October 14 
ARS Ani and Arax Chapters 

with the Rhode Island Hamazkayin 
present the Rhode Island Premiere of 

Bared Maronian’s award-winning documentary 

WOMEN OF 1915 
RIC Gaige Auditorium - 5:30pm 

 
Sunday, October 15 

Elections for Board of Trustees and NRA Delegates 
10am-1pm 

 

Annual Membership Meeting – Part 2 
(Following Divine Liturgy) 

 


